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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  l.sl  Infantry 
Division,  Period  Ending  31  July  1969  (U) 
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by  law." 

1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  4b,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  0T  UT,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 


2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  t:o  insure,  appropriate 
benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  and 
may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material . 
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HIAD^JAHTBrtS  13T  INFANTRY  DIVT3X0N 
APO  San  frenoisoo  96345 

AVOT-T  (MHD)  29  August  1969 

SUBJECT)  Operational  leport  of  1st  Infantry  Diviaion  for  Period  Ending 
31  July  1969,  RCS  C3?0R  -65  (R1 )  (U) 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  (c)  Seotion  1 .  Operations)  Slgnifloant  ActivltieB. 

a.  (c)  Introduction. 

(1  )  The  1st  Infantry  Division,  during  the  reporting  period,  contin¬ 
ued  in  the  perfomanoe  of  its  general  missions* 

(a)  In  conjunction  with  OVN  forces,  the  identification  and  dest¬ 
ruction  of  local  force  VC  and  infrastructure  in  order  to  provide  a  secure 
environment  to  further  OVN  control  over  the  area  amd  people. 

(b)  Destruotion  of  main  force  VC/NVA  forces,  equipment,  and  base 

a  azap  a  • 

(o)  Assistance  in  the  training  and  improvement  of  OVN  forces. 

(d)  Overwatoh  of  the  TAOI. 

(e)  Area  preparation  (oonstruction  and  destruction). 

(2)  Within  the  overall  framework  of-  these  general  missions,  the 
principal  missions  for  the  reporting  poriod  have  beeni 

(a)  Until  18  June,  reinforoe  the  An  Loo/tyan  Loi/Song  Be  area. 

(b)  Target  against  base  arena  359,  360,  and  356)  after  18  June, 
concentrate  against  base  areas  355,  356,  and  357  around  the  Trapeqoid. 

(c)  Detect  and  destroy  enemy  forces  approaching  Saigon  through 
the  Iron  Triongla-Ihu  Oong-Di  An -Tan  Uyen  Zone, 

(d)  With  a  minimum  of  one  battalion,  protect  the  Capital  Mili¬ 
tary  District  from  the  east  and  northeaat  (infiltration  and  rooket  attack). 


(e)  Within  the  TAOI  coordinate  the  security  of  US  installations, 
reinforce  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  Armed  Forces  security  of  key  bridges 
and  installations,  respond  to  VC^IVA  attacks  against  allied  installations, 
camps,  and  headquarters, 

(f)  Support  the  Government  of  Vietnam  Revolutionary  Development 
Program  by  conducting  military  operations  within  the  TAOI  in  coordination 
with  and  in  support  of  the  5th  ARVN  Division,  Capital  Military  District, 
and  respective  provinces, 

( g )  Maintain  security  of  major  lines  of  communications  within 
the  TAOI  (Hwy  13-Rt  Ironj  Hwy  314.16  -Rt  Lead)  Hwy  7B,  2A,  1 A-Rt  Zinoj 
Saigon  By-PaaB). 


(3)  The  operational  trends  of  the  period  based  on  command  guidance, 
ewperienoe  factors,  and  the  ohanging  tactical  environment,  remain  the  some 
as  in  the  previous  reporting  period.  ....  .... 
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SUBJECT  1  Operational  Report  of  1st  Infantry  Division  for  Period  Ending 
31  July  1 9^9,  ROJ  OSMRIS5,  (HI )  (tJ) 

.  (a)  Hight'bparatione  1 

(b)-  Maintaining  oontaot 

(0)  3mali  unit  operations 

(tt)  "Pila-On"  Tkotios 

.  •  •  * 

(e)  Thorough  searoh 

(f)  B-52  exploitation 

h.  (c)  Personnel  and  Administration. 

(1)  Personnel! 


Strength 

Authorised  1  MAy  69 

Off 

10T5 

m 

15993 

AGO 

T7259 

Authoriaed  31  Jul  69 

1082 

192 

16022 

17296 

Assigned  1  May  69 

1087 

179 

1606? 

17333 

Assigned  31  Jul  69- 

1146 

166  ’ 

16629 

18161 

(b)  Gains,  qualifications,  and'  status! 

X.  Enlisted! 

a.  Replaoemente  received!  5394 

b  Outstanding  requisitions!  3r  Enl  Grades!  02R4O  (1), 

11B40  (20),  11C40  (8),  11D40  (3,).  H?40  (2),  11F50  (3),  11&50  (7),  12B40 
(1),  12Z50  (1),  13B40  (1),  13250  (3), '31240  (3),  54*40  (2),  63C40  (2), 

63250  (3),  67Z50  (2),  71H40  (2),  71140  (2),  71Q50  (1  ),  76X40  (1).  76Y40 
(5),  76Z50  (6),  91250  (2),  94B40  (1 3),  95P50  (1  ),  95D20  (l)[  E6  and  belowi 
(May  105,  June  171,  July  0), 

£  Credits!  None 

d,  Qualifications!  None 

£  Office*!  ■ 

a_  Replacements  received!  519 

b  Outstanding  requisitions!  0 

£  Credits!  Ample  replacements  were  received  for  losses, 
however,  a  shortage  of  captains  still  exists  in  combat  arms,  particularly 
infantry. 

£  Qualifications  and  status!  Llaatsnont  fill  being  received 
for  requested  captain  requirements  in  combat  arms. 

(c)  Losses! 

1_  Enlisted!  Administrative  losses  during  the  period  includes 
reassignment  within  R7N,  rotation  and  ETS,  and  board  aotionsi 

Reassignment  within  RVWi  •  439 

Rotation  and  BTSi'  3472  • 

'  £  Officers!  There  were  404  losses  during  the  quarter  due  to 
reassignemnts  within  Vietnam,  rotation  and  ETS. 

(d)  Losses  due  to  casualties  were  as  follows! 
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1_ 

MAY 

OFF 

WO 

em 

AOS 

KU 

6 

0 

63 

69 

WIA 

34 

0 

384 

418 

MIA 

0 

0 

a 

0 

NBD* 

0 

0 

4 

4 

NBM 

2 

0 

59 

61 

2 

JTJN 

OPP 

wo 

EM 

AO 0 

KIA 

2 

3. 

45 

50 

WIA 

12 

1 

283 

296 

MIA 

0 

0 

0 

0 

NBD 

0 

0 

10 

10 

NBM 

2 

0 

55 

57 

I 

JtJL 

OF? 

wo 

a 

AGO 

KIA 

1 

0 

38 

39 

WIA 

11 

2 

203 

216 

MIA 

Q 

0 

1 

1 

NBD 

0 

0 

5 

5 

NBM 

2 

0 

35 

37 

(a)  Maintenance  of  Morale  1 
1  Awards  and  Decorations! 


Modal  of  Honor  0 
Distinguished  Service  Cross  16 
Distinguished  Service  Modal  0 
legion  of  Merit  29 
Silver  Star  I4& 
Distinguished  Plying  Cross  -  Valor  30 
Distinguished  Plying  Cross  -  Achievement  61 
Soldiers  Medal  34 
Bronze  Star  Medal  -  Valor  538 
Bronze  Star  Medal  -  Achievement  2076 
Army  Commendation  Medal  -  Valor  354 
Army  Commendation  Medal  -  Achievement  2704 
Purple  Heart  I33I 
Air  Medal  Valor  27 
Air  Medal  -  Achievement  2584 
Certificate  of  Achievement  0 
Vietnamese  Awards  196 


2  R&R  Allocations! 


1 


MONTH 

NO  OP  R&R  ALLOCATIONS  NO  DSED 

%  USED 

MOy 

1389 

1360 

97.9 

June 

1330 

1574 

103,0 

July 

1400 

1415 

101.0 

Emergency 

arid  compassionate  Leaves! 

MONTH 

EMERGENCY 

COMPASSIONATE 

May 

90 

47 

June 

94 

45 

July 

102 

44 

(2)  Personnel  Management! 


(a)  Infusion!  During  the  period;  1  May  69  -  31  Jul  69  the  1st  Inf¬ 
antry  Division  was  not  involved  in  any  infusion  programs. 
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•  .  (b)  Infantry  Personnel*  Due  to  the  USARV-directed  levy  of  11 
series  personnel  from  3upport  Coanands  throughout  RVN  started  in  Apr  69 
and  ooapleted  in  May  69,  and  the  inorease  in  11  series  replacements  to 
the  1st  Infantry  Division,  the  Division  ie  now-  at  106.5JC  in  11  sories 
MOS.  This  is  an  inorease  of  8.3J(  qvir  the  last  quarter  (1  Feb  69  -  30 
Apr  69). 


(0)  Evaluation*  The  increase  in  personnel  holding  an  11  series 
TMOS  in  the  1st  Infantiy  Division  has  greatly  reduced  the  input  of  EM  in 
support  PMOSs*  Utilisation  accomplished  to  alleviate  the  anticipated 
shortage  in  support  type  MOSs, 

o.  (C)  Operation*, 

(1)  General* 

(a)  The  1st  Infantry  Division  continued  its  participation,  in 
Operation  Toon  Thang  (Complete  Viotory),  Phase  III,  which  began-  on  17 
Feb  69  and'  continue*  as  of  the  close  of  this  reporting  period.  All  org¬ 
anic  units  and  those  under  operational  control  (OPCOH)  of  the  Division 
are  involved.  General  objectives  are  to  maintain,  an  offensive-oriented, 
protective  •umbrella*  in  the  northern  area  of  the  Division's  Tactical  Area 
of  Interest  (TAOl))  oonduot  a  vigorous  pacification  and  security  campaign 
in  the  central  and  southern  TAOI*  and  assist  ARVN  and  local  GVN  military 
units  to  improve  their  effectiveness  and  eventually  enable  them  to  take 
over  many  of  the  jobs  presently  belonging  to  US  forces, 

(b)  Specific  objectives  include-  denying  enemy  br.Be  aroa  util¬ 
ization,  interdicting  VC/NVA  infiltration  to  the  south,  disrupting  enemy 
logistical  operations,  and  winMng  support  for  the  GVN  from  the  local  pop¬ 
ulation.  Battlefield  tactics  have  consisted  of  both  unilateral  and  com¬ 
bined  (i.e,  with  ARVN  forces)  ground  reconnaissance  (formerly  called  recon- 
naissance-in-force  or  RIF),  and  extensive  night  ambush  operations.  In 
addition,  enemy  rocket  and  mortar  activities  have  been  hampered  by  contin¬ 
uous  ground  and  air  reconnaissance  of  the  "Baigon  Rocket  Belt".  Finally, 
in  the  pacification  campaign,  strong  civic  action  (CIVAC)  and  psyop  prog¬ 
rams  have  been  combined  with  a  growing  population  and  resources  control 
system. 


(c)  Although  no  major  oorabat  operations  were  undertaken,  one 
major  project  was  ended  and  one  began.  On  June  18,  the  four-month  Song 
Be  -  Dong  Xoai  road  clearing  operation  was  successfully  ended,  providing 
a  major  access  route  to  centred  Phuoc  Long  Province,  Then,  in  June  an 
ambitious  program,  Operation  Dong  Tien  (Progress  Together), was  begun  with 
the  mission  of  improving  the  capabilities  of  ARVN  units  through  Joint  ARVN/ 
US  operations  designed  spaoifioally  for  that  purpose. 

(2)  Force  disposition* 

(a)  Major  adjustments  in  foroe  disposition  occurred  on.  27  Jun  69 
when  the  1st  Division  northern  Area  of  Operations  (AO)  was  taken  over  by 
the  1st  Cavalry  Division  (Air  Mobile),  At  the  same  time,  the  1st  Bde  est¬ 
ablished  its  new  base  camp  at  Dau  Tieng,  located  in  the  south-western  comer 
of  the  Michelin  Rubber  Plantation,  and  began  operating  in  the  plantation,  and 
in  the  "Trapezoid*  area  to  the  Bouth.  The  11th  ACR  was  again  OPCON  to  tha 
1st  Division  on  10  Jun  for  operations  in  the  Quan  Loi/Song  Be  area  and  was 
returned  to  the  1st  Cav  on  21  Jun., 

(b)  Die  1st  Bde  generally  provided  cne  US  battalion  and  one  to 
two  ARVN  battalions  to  the  Song  Be  road  clearing  operations  in  May  and  Jun 
69,  one  infantry  battalion'  in  the  vicinity  of  Song  Be,  and  one  mechanized 
battalion  around  An  Loo  and  Loo  Ninh.  Die  1st  Brigade's  operations  were 
aided  by  the  1/4  Cav  (TF  Haponski)  whioh  operated  in  the  Quan  Loi/Song  B& 

i 
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area  until  23  Kay.  Than,  between  25  and  2^  Jun,the  brigade  terminated  these 
operations  and  moved  to  Dau  Tiong  where  it  employed  ono  mechanized  battalion, 
in  the  Kioholln  Plantation,  and  one  infantry  battalion  in  the  northen  Trap¬ 
ezoid  area. 

(0)  The  2nd  Brigade  generally  employed  three  and,  in  July,  four 
infantry  battalions  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  TAOI.  The  battalions 
supported  the  intensified  pacifioation  program  through  population  and  re¬ 
source  controloperations  in  the  Di  An/Phu  Loi  area  in  coordination' with 
local  ARVN/GVN  forces,  the  hampering  of  enemy  logistics  operationo,  and  tha 
neutralization  of  the  VC  Infrastructure  (VCI)  in  the  area. 

(d)  The  3rd  Brigade  generally  employed  three  to  four  battalions 
(2  infantry,  1  mechanized,  and  1  armored)  in  the  vicinity  of  Lai  Khe,  Bten 
Cat,  An  Dien,  and  Chanh  Luu,  and  in  tha  Trapezoid  and  northern  Iron  Triangle, 
As  in  the  previous  period,  the  brigade  conducted  offensive  operations  in 
those  areas  to  detect  and  destroy  VC/NVA  forces  and  caches,  extensive  ambush 
operatiora  to  interdict  enemy  infiltration,  combined  operations  with  tha  frth. 
ARVN  Regiment,  and  CIVAC,  population  and  resource  control  (especially  rice 
denial)  and  VCI  elimination,  particularly  in  the  An  Dien/Chanh  Luu  areas. 

(o )  During  the  eleven  day3  that  the  1 1 th  ACR  was  under  the  oper¬ 
ational  control  of  the  1st  Division  (10  -  21  Jun),  it  was  engaged  in  ground 
reconnaissance  and  night  patrol  operations  in  the  Quan  Loi/Song  Be  area. 

When  the  Division's  northern  TAOI  was  reduced,  the  regiment  was  returned  to 
the  1st  Cavalry  Division. 

(f)  Incloaure  3  provides  a  detailed  description  of  force  dispo¬ 
sition  by  battalion  size  units. 

(3)  Land  Clearing  Operations. 

(a)  Song  Be  Road  Opening  Operations* 

1  Due  to  poor  maintenance  and  VC  activity,  the  road  between: 
Fhuoc  Vinh  and  Song  Bo  (Phuoc  Binh)  had  been  closed  for  throe  years.  As  a 
result,  all  supplies  to  Dong  Xoai,  Bunard,  and  Song  Be,  the  capital  of  Phuoc 
Long  Province,  had  to  be  air-lifted.  The  road  itself,  formerly  a  single- 
lone,  dry  weather  pass,  was  to  be  made  into  an  all-weather  highway,  six 
meters  wide,  and  capable  of  sustaining  class  60  loads.  Swaths  200  moters 
wide  were  to  be  cut  on  either  side  of  the  road  and  additional  areas  were  t°  . 
be  cleared  for  night  defensive  positions  (NDP)  and  fire  support!**101  bftaaa 
and  around  critical  terrain  features  under  the  direction  of  the  commander. 

The  main  objective  of  the  operation  was  to  open  Song  Be  and  Phuoc  Long  Pro¬ 
vince  to  GVN  control  in  order  to  initiate  an  accelerated  pacification  cam¬ 
paign. 


2  The  operation  was  broken  down  into  three  plssest  Phase  I 
(13  Jan  -  8  Feb)  road  building,  Phuoc  Vinh  to  Dong  Xoai)  Phase  II  (14  Apr  - 
11  Jun)  road  building,  Dong  Xoai  to  Phuoo  Binh  (Song  Be)?  Phase  III  (12  - 
18  Jun)  route  and  convoy  security,  Dong  Xoai  to  Song  Bo, 

3  Road  clearing  operations  were  begun  on  13  Jarc  and  success¬ 
fully  terminated  on  11  Jun  after  87.1  kilometers  of  road  and  9>243  acres 
had  been  cleared. 

a  Phase  l«  32  kn  and  3089  acres 

b  Phase  lit  55-1  la*  and  61 55  acres 

4  Participating  engineer  units  included  elements  from  the  1st 
Engr  Bn,  the' '".0th,  984th,  and  501st  Land  Clearing  Companies  (ICC)  (OPCON  to 
1st  Div),  of  tha  62nd  Engineer  Battalion,  20th  Bnginoer  Brigade,  and  the 
301st  ARVN  Engr  Bn.  Whilo  the  LCCs  provided  bulldozing  equipment  for  the 
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land  clearing  task,  the  301st  ARVN  Bn  undertook  road  upgrading  and  bridge 
repair. 

5.  The  entire  operation  was  under  the  oporational  control  of 
the  1st  Bde,  Seouilty  was  provided  by  a  tabk  foroe  organized  around  the 
1 /1 6 th  Mechanized  Battalion,  and  elements  of  the  7th  and  ?th  ARVN  Regiments, 
5th  ARVN  Division.  An  advancing  series  of  Eire  Support  Bases  (Renogen  I  - 
XVIII)  wore  utilized  by  the  security  elements  throughout  the  opoi'ation.  En¬ 
emy  contact  was  light  and  no  major  hostile  operations  were  initiated  against 
the  project.  It  is  believed  that  the  enemy  was  more  concerned  with  infil¬ 
trating  supplies  and  manpower  south,  through  the  concerned  area  and  into 
War  Zone  "D",  and  was  both  unable  and  unwilling  to  begin  offensive  operat¬ 
ions. 


6.  Phase  III  (13  -  18  Jun)  was  a  combined  operation  with  tha 
5th  ARVN  Division  for  the  establishment  of  route  security  between  Phu  Cong 
and  Phuoo  Binh  for  supply  convoys.  Under  the  control  of  the  1st  Bdo,  re¬ 
supply  convoys  travelled  between  Phuoo  Vinh  and  Pnuoo  Binh  for  the  firat 
time  since  1 964.  Elements  of  ten  battalions  were  utilized  to  preclude  any 
interruption  in  the  500  resupply  vehicles  which  moved  along  the  route.  Bie 
operation  was  conducted  without  incident. 

(b)  In  addition  to  the  Song  Be  Road  Clearing  Operations,  15,410 
acres  were  cleared  by  the  combined  efforts  of  the  1st  Engr  Brf.  and  the  LCCs 
of  tha  62nd  Engr  Bn,  20th  Engr  Bde,  from  2  May  to  25  Jul  69. 


(4)  Operation  TOAN  THAtlG,  Phase  III. 

(a)  General:  The  1st  Infantry  Division  continued  to  participate 
in  Operation  TO AN  THANG,  Phase  III,  which  began  1 70001 h  Feb  69.  Extensive 
ambushing  along  historical  enemy  infiltration  routes,  the  concentration  of 
B-52  and  tactical  air  strikes  and  extensive  suppressive  and  interdictory 
artillery  fires  prevented  the  enemy  from  closing  on  his  main  objective  - 
the  Capital  Military  District.  Faced  by  increasingly  combat  proficient 
ARVN  forces,  stronger  Popular  Self-Itefense  Forces,  and  continuous  pressure 
from  US  units,  the  enemy  has  gradually  been  forced  to  withdraw  into  remote 
areas  away  from  population  centers.  In  response  to  this,  tho  1st  Division 
has  established  an  interlocking  network  of  Fire  Support  Bases  within  its 
TAOI  and  decentralized  its  operations  to  the  Brigade  and  Battalion  levels 
where  email  seals,  patrolling,  and  night  ambushes  are  emphasized. 


(b)  Enemy: 


1  Buring  the  second  quarter  of  OX  1969,  VC  and  NVA  ioroes  term¬ 
inated  their~Winter  -  Spring  Campaign  which  had  boon  thwarted  earlier  by  the 
Republic  of  Vietnam  and  Free  World  Military  Assistance  Forces  (rWMAF).  Hav¬ 
ing  suffered  enormous  numbers  of  casualties,  the  enemy  apparently  became 
increasingly  reluctant  to  commit  masses  of  troops  against  allied  installat¬ 
ions.  During  this  period,  tho  enemy  advocated  and  practiced  the  tactical 
doctrine  of  "Committing  a  small  force  against  a  larger  force."  More  ex¬ 
tensive  use  of  "Sappers"  and  stand-off  attacks  by  rocket  and  mortar  fire 
were  attempted  to  conserve  his  own  force  level. 


2  When  the  enemy  initiated  a  Summer  Campaign  in  mid-April  1 9^9 » 
it  indicated-!!  significant  reorientation  of  his  objectives.  Frustrated  in 
his  efforts  to  prevent  the  ARVN  and  FWMAF  from  attaining  their  Accelerated 
Pacification  goals  for  the  first  quarter  of  1969,  the  enemy  chose  to  concen¬ 
trate  on  smaller  objectives!  rural  hamlets,  Regional  Force  outposts, 
Popular  Self-Defense  Forces,  resupply  convoys,  and  remota  allied  fire  sup- 
port  bases.  With  a  series  of  coordinated  attacks  by  fire  and  6found 

probes,  tho  enemy  has  sought  to  inflict  maximum  casualties  on  GVN  and  US 
forces.  His  long-range  objective,  as  explained  in  captured  documents  of  t  e 
Communist  Central  Office  for  South  Vietnam  (COSVN),  was  to  put  political 
pressure  on  the  Americans  to  withdraw  from  South  Vietnam.  However,  even 
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these  limited  attacks  have  coat  tho  VC  and  NVA  forces  dearly  and  have  in¬ 
flicted  only  a  minimal  number  of  casualties,  Undorstrength  and  constantly 
harassed,  the  scattered  enemy  units  in  the  1st  Division's  TAOI  remained  in 
a  most  . elusive  state  at  the  oloso  of  this  reporting  period. 

(o)  Convoy  ambushes  on  Highway  13, 

1.  Proa  late  April  to  early  June  four  VC/frVA  attempts  were  made 
to  interdict""the  Lai  Kho  to  Quan  Loi  resupply  convoya.  The  first  attempt, 
on  28  Apr  is  described  in  the  previous  Operation  Report  (aee  1st  Divieion 
ORLL,  1  ?eb  -  30  Apr  69.  0,  (e),  2).  The  second  ambush  occurrod  on  021115h 
May  69  in  the  vicinity  of.  XT767785  when  Devil  convoy  received  fire  from  an 
estimated  plntoon-siza  enemy  force,  again  from- the  7th  NVA  Division.  Piro 
was  returned^  artillery  and  air  support  gained,  and  contact  continued  as  B 
Company,  2/2,  Scout- Section,  2/2  (the  Recon  Platoon  of  the  2/2  Mechanized 
Infantry  Battalion),  and  C  Troop/l-4  Cav  arrived  at  1120  hours  and  A  Co/2/2 
reinforced  at  1205.  Fighting  continued  sporadically  until  1325  hours.  As 
a  result  of  the  action  there  wore  4  US  KIA  and  15  US  WIA)  in  addition  4  POL 
tankers,  1  5-ton  and  1  2$-ton  trucks  were  destroyed,  and  2  5-ton  and  1  7^- 
ton  reefer  were  damaged.  A  search  of  the  area  located  8  enemy  KIA,  3  AK47a, 

1  RPC  launcher,  ?  RPC  rounds,  4  grenades,  and  220  SA  rounds. 

£  Perhaps  emboldened  by  his  limited  success,  the  enemy  tried  again 
the  following  day  (3  May).  However,  this  time  the  ambushing  force,  a  re-in- 
forced  platoon  west  of  Highway  13,  was  discovered  and  engaged  by  an  armored 
sweep.  At  0820  hours  vie  XT765715  B/2-34  (Tank)  Bn  received  fire  and  re¬ 
turned  it.  While  artillery  and  air  supported  tho  contact,  at  0830  a  platoon 
of  c/l-4  Cav  and  at  0845  C/2-28  reinforced.  At  1004  houra  the  Aero-Rifle 
Platoon,  D/l-4  Cav,  was  inserted  vie  XT738650  followed  by  c/2-16  at  1025  in.- 
a  blooking  maneuver.  Contact  continued  sporadically  until  1300  hours.  There 
was  1  US  KIA  and  4  US  WIA.  In  return,  the  enemy  lost  28  men  (19  KIA  and  9 
Fff)  and  muoh  equipment. 

Over  a  month  later,  tho  oneray  attempted  his  fourth  anbush  on 
Highway  13.  At  1 310  houra,  6  Jun,  vie  XT7667OO  a  convoy  of  the  5th  ARVN  Div¬ 
ision  received  fira  from  an  unknown  siae  force.  B/l-4  Cav  reinforced  the 
defenders  at  1 31 5  and,  supported  by  air,  the  skirmish  lasted  until  1440 
hours.  Allied  losses  consisted  of  only  2  ARVN  WIA  nnd  1  ARVN  2i-ton  truck 
destroyed.  Howovar,  tho. enemy  loft  38  dead  and  2  RtfB  behind. 

(d)  Attacks  of  fire  support  bases  (P3PB)  Euttons,  Oela,  and  Aachen. 
II,  on  12  May  are  indicative  of  the  enemy's  primary  type  cf  offensive  act¬ 
ions  during  this  period.  The  enemy  initiated  the  action,  at  PSPB  Buttons  at 
0330  hours,  with  an  attaok  by  82nm  mortar  fire  followed  with  a  ground  probe 
by  an  unknown-eizo.  force.  The  defenders,  the  l/2  Infantry  Battalion,  were 
supported  by  air  and  artillery  until  contact  was  broken  at  0515  hours.  The 
US  suffered  2  WIA  in  oontrast  to  the  33  enemy  KIA  left  on  the'  battlefield 
along  with  muoh  equipment.  A  similar  attack  was  launched  against  the  1/28th 
at  PSPB  Oela  at  01 43  hours  resulting  in  3  US  KIA,  20  US  WIA,  41  onery  KIA, 
and  a  great  deal  of  enemy  equipment  captured,  A  simultaneous  attack  on.  PSPB 
Aachen  II  oonsisted  of  only  RPO  (Rocket  Propelled  Grenade)  fire  in  an  unsuc¬ 
cessful  attempt  to  prevent  artillery  from  being  fired  in  support  of  Gels, 

(e)  A  ground  bomb  damage  assessment  of  throe  B-52  strikes  on  26 
May  in  the  Trapezoid  was  revealing.  A  search  of  the  strike  area  by  elements 
of  ths  1/4  Cav  looated  133  destroyed  bunkera,  34  VC/NVA  KIA  (BC),  222  VC/ 

NVA  KIA  (poss),  3  PWa,  and  a  significant  quantity  of  food  and  documents, 
along  with  remnontB  of  a  munitions  factory.  Prisoner  interrogation,  reveal¬ 
ed  that  24  of  the  destroyed  bunkers  were  occupied  at  the  time-  of  the  strike 
by  8  enemy  soldiers  etch.  In  the  destroyed  munitions  factory,  the  unit 
found  30  anti-tank  mines,  180  bangalore  torpedo  casings,  35  claymore  molds, 
and  several  tool  and  die  kits, 

C f )  Results  of  aontaote  in.  the  An;  Loc/Quan  Loi  area  prion  to  the 
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reorganization  of  the  1st  Division  TAOI  nay  be  broken  down  into  three  per¬ 
iods  of  heavy  activity)  . 

1_  Period  1  (23  -  25  May)i  lat  Bde  units  made  contact  with  the 
elonents  of  the  7th  NVA  Division  resulting  in  173  enemy  KIA  and  4 

2  Period  II  (3  -  8  Jun)t  1st  Bde  units  nado  contact  with 
nonts  of  the- 1st  and  7th  NVA  Divisions  resulting  in  259  oneny  KIA  and  21  P.Ys. 

2  Period  III  (9  -  22  Jun)i  On  9  Jun  che  11th  ACR,  OPCOU  to  the 
1st  Div,  connonced  operations  in  the  An  Loc/Quan  hoi  area,  and  fron  9-22 
Jun,  the  11th  ACR  and  1st  Bde  unite  continued  sporadic  contact  with  the  en¬ 
emy  resulting  in  1 69  enemy  KIA  and  4  PWs. 

The  following  are  highlights  of  the  An  Loc/Quan  Loi  operations* 

1  On  23  May,  0515  hours,  vie  XT720820,  Minh  Due  (Tillage-  received 
a  ground  attack  by  an  unknown-size  enemy  force.  Fire  was  returned  with  air 
and  artillery  support  and  contact  was  broken  at  0715*  The  attack  ismodiatc— 
ly  prompted  a  sweep  of  the  area  by  elements  of  the  2/2  Mechanize.’.  Infantry 
Battalion.  Sporadic  contact  with  enemy  forces  throughout  23  Pay  resulted 
in  32  enemy  KIA,  and  the  capture  of  2  P./s,  15  individual  weapons,  11  crew- 
sc-rved  weapons,  32  liPff  rounds,  64  mortar  rounds,  14  grenades,  53C  2 A  rounds, 
and  5  -  57nn  RR  rounds.  US  losses  were  1  KIA,  5  V/IA,  and  2  helicopters  dam¬ 
aged. 


2  The  2/2  maintained  light  contact  with  enery  forces  thr- ugh- 
out  the  following  morning.  That  afternoon  at  1p18  hours  vie  XT693268  Company 
b/2-2  received  fire  fron  a  company-size  enemy  force.  Fire  v7as  returned  with 
air  and  artillery  supp  ,rt  and  Companies  A  and  C,  and  the  Scout  Section,  2/2, 
reinforced  the  fight  which  lasted  until  16.}0  hours.  The  results  wore  17  US 
WIA,  33  enemy  KIA,  and  much  material  captured.  Meanwhile,  at  1635  vie  XT 
703873  Company  A  and  the  Scout  Section  engaged  10  enemy  soldiers  and 
received  fire  from  an  estimated  company-size  enemy  force.  Air  ar.d  artillery 
supported  the  fire-fight  until  it  ended  at  du3k,  around  1840  hours.  Thera 
were  2  US  KIA  and  17  WIA.  A  search  >f  the  area  located  33  enemy  KIA,  1  PW, 
and  several  pieces  of  enemy  equipment.  While  this  action  progressed,  at 
1825  hours  Company  C  also  received  fire  fron  an  estimated  company-size  en¬ 
emy  force  vie  XT700870.  Fire  was  returned  with  air  and  artillery  support 
until  1930  hours.  There  were  6  US  WIA,  while  the  enemy  left  30  KIA  and  a 
quantity  of  equipment  on  the  battlefield.  Total  enemy  for  the  day's  succ¬ 
essful  actions  were  96  KIA  (BC), 

The  last  contact  was  made  on  25  !lay,  by  Company  B/2-2  at 
1328  vie  XT683869.  The  unit  received  fire  fron  an  estimated  company-size 
enemy  force.  Fire  was  returned,  air  and  artillery  quickly  supported,  and 
Company  C/2-2,  the  Scout  Section,  and  Troop  1/5-11  ACR  reinforced  the  con¬ 
tact.  When  the  battle  had  ended  at  1600,  there  were  2  US  KIA,  1 5  US  WIA, 

32  enemy  KIA  and  1  IV. 

On  3  Jun  the  2d  Sqnairon,  11th  ACR,  under  the  operational 
control  of  the  1st  Bde,  1st  Infantry  Divsion,  made  contact  with  an  unknown- 
size  enemy  f  'roe  west  of  Highway  1 3  and  south  of  An  Loc  at  1 530  hours  vie 
XT675815.  The  area  was  saturated  with  mechanized  ca-valiy  forces,  supported 
by  Army  Aviation  elements.  Contact  lasted  until  1650  hours  resulting  m  36 
enemy  KIA,  and  3  US  WIA,  and  thee  capture  of  10  P.fs,  17  individual  weapons, 

6  crew-served  weapons,  58  RPG  rounds,  57  mortar  rounds,  39  grenades,  and 
210  SA  rounds. 

^  On  6  Jun  at  0115  hours  FSPB  Thunder  IV  (vie  XT763893)  receive 
an  unknown  number  of  RPG  and  mortar  rounds-  followed  by  a  ground  probe  by  an 
unknown-size  enemy  force.  Fire  was  returned  and  contact  broken  at  01 35 » 

0200  hours  a  similar  attack  W13  launched;  again  fire  was  returned,  and  art¬ 
illery  and  air  elements  supported  the  base  until  the  contact  was  ended  at 
0215.  There  were  5  US  WIA.  As  a  result,  Co  B/2-2  swept  the  area  and  en- 
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gaged  an  eotiraated  company-siae  anecy  force  at  1055  hours  vio  XT720925.  A 
five-hour  battlo  ensuad  as  Co  B  called  on  air  and  artillery  support  and  was 
reinforced  by  A/2-2  at  1140  and  Troop  S/2-11  at  1355.  When:  the  struggle 
terminated  at  1500  hours,  there  were  4  US  KIA  and  14  VIA.  Enemy  losses  in¬ 
cluded  76  KIA,  5  Ws,  1  CHIC01I  telephone,  several  rocket  and  mortar  rounds, 

17  AK  47s,  940  SA.  rounds,  68  grenades,  and  miscellaneous  equipment. 

6.  Also  on  the  morning  of  6  Jun,  the  1st  Bde  base  camp  at  Quan 
Loi  rocovod  an  attack  by  fire  with  RKs  and  mortars  followed  by  a  ground 
attack  at  0037.  The  attaok  was  repelled  with  air,  artiliexy,  and  mortar 
support  and  by  0435  hours  all  contact  was  brokon  leaving  4  US  WIA.  In  this 
unsuccessful  attempt  to  infiltrate  "sappers"  into  Quan  Loi,  enemy  losses 
were  17  KIA,  4  IWs,  41  RPC  rounds,  54  grenades,  3  bangalore  torpedoes,  and 
42  satchel  charges, 

2.  Still  under  OPCON  of  the  1st  Bde,  the  2/11  Cav  was  continuing, 
its  roconnai ssanoe  missions  southwest  of  Thunder  17  (XT763893).  On  7  Jun 
at  1045  hours  vio  XT71 5335  Troop  C  raooivsd  fire  from  an  unknewn-aizo  eneny 
foroe.  The  cav  unit  returned  fire  supported  by  ground  and  air  artillery  and 
were  reinforced  by  C  Company,  2-2  Mech,  and  Troops  ?  and  K,  2-1 1  ACR.  Contact 
was  broken  at  I63O  hours  leaving  4  US  KIA  and  26  US  VIA.  An  immediate  search 
of  the  area  located  96  enoray  KIA, 

8  On  18  Jun  the  1st  Bde  began  relocating  from  Quan  Loi  to  Dau 
Tieng  base  camp  (XT4947).  Responsibility  for  baae  oonp  security  was  assumed 
from  the  25th  Infantry  Division  on  30  Jun.  The  operation,  codo-naned  , 
"BOSTON  PISTOL",  also  transferred  responsibility  for  the  Quan  Loi  base  oamp, 
and  Binh  Long  and  Fhuoc  Long  Provinces  to  the  1st  Cavalry  Division. 

£  Tne  grand  total  of  enemy  casualties  in  the  An  Loc/Quan  Loi 
area  for  the  period  of  25  May  to  22  Jun  was  601  KIA  (BC)  and  29  FVs. 

(g)  An  Son  Operation  (4  -  25  Jun)i 

1,  The  An  Son  operation  was  a  highly  auocoasful  oomhinsd  effort. 
Elements  of  The  2/l8th  US  Infantry  Battalion,  the  1st  Battalion,  7th  ARVN 
Regiment,  and  4  regional  foroa  companies  participated.  A  task  foroe  (TP) 
was  formed  under  the  ooncand  of  a  US  field  grade  officer  with  a  combined 
US/ARVN  staff,  to  find  arid  eliminate  main  force  elements  of  the  Dong  Nai 
Regiment  which  had  infiltrated  the  An  Son  area  Bouth  of  Phu  Cuong. 

2  With  Bufficient  forces  available,  the  TP  was  able  to  contin¬ 
uously  saturate  a  oonfined  area  that  had  previously  been  free  of  extended 
friendly  operations  because  of  our  physical  inability  to  oporato  in  swampy 
terrain  over  long  periods.  Successively  code-named  "OPERATION  UNITED", 

•TP  Tuborg",  and  "TP  Mears",  the  TP  suooeeded  in  eliminating  83  of  the  as- 
ported  120  VC  in  the  area.  Of  the  83,  there  wars  45  KIA  (BC),  23  PWs,  and 
15  Hod  Chanho,  The  suooess  o^ the  operation  made  it  possible  for  the  local 
regional  force  oompsnios  to  assume  responsibility  for  the  immediate  security 
of  the  area. 


£  'iho  high  number  of  Hoi  Chanhs  underlined  tho  euooeee  of  tho 
psyohologicaL  oporatione  employed.  A  special  teohniqus  was  employed  in  tha 
An  Son  area,  Loudspeaker  broadoasts  from  airoraft,  river  boats,  and  rahiolos 
wore  transmitted  in  acoordonoe  with  a  coordinated  manouver  and  broadcast 
schedule.  During  previously  announced  periods  of  one  hour  duration,  alliad 
troops  would  cease  effeotive  operations  to  allow  enemy  troops  to  rally.  En¬ 
emy  forces  received  detailed  instructions  through  the  loudspeaker  mission* 
und  through  contcots  with  trainod  propaganda  teams  as  to  the  best  proced¬ 
ures  to  bo  unod  to  rally. 

(h)  Operation  DONO  TIEN  (  2  Jul  -  Preaont) 

£  Operation  Dong  Tien  is  a  test  program  whioh  calls  for  that 
oloae  association  of  designated  RVNAP  foposa  with  designated  US/lWMAP  foroe  a 
on  a  oontinuing  basis  in  specific  areas.  The  DONG  TIEN  program  began  1 
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Jul  69  anduiu  last  through  the  rainy  season.  The  3  najor  goals  of  thia  close 
and  continuous  association  of  units  arej  (1)  to  increase  tne  quantity  and 
quality  of  combined  and  coordinated  joint  operations)  (2)  to  materially 
advance  tho  Division's  three  major  missions  (support  of  pacification,  improve 
the  effectiveness  of  RVNAF  and  US/fWMAF  units  and  intensify  combat  operations) 
and  (3)  to  significantly  increase  the  efficiency  of  critical  combat  and  com¬ 
bat  support  elements,  particularly  Army  Aviation  assets. 

2.  The  overall  tactical  objective  is  to  weaken  the  enemy  at  all 
levels  so  that  major  ARVN  and  US  forces  can  conduct  combined  and  coordinated 
operations  against  main  force  units  in  base  areas,  such  as  War  Zone  "C"  and 
War  Zone  "D",  during  the  dry  season.  However,  the  emphasis  is  on  the  "up¬ 
grading"  of  all  South  Vietnamese  military  units  in  order  to  improve  their 
oombat  effectiveness.  If  successful,  the  regional  and  province  forces  (R?/ 
PF)  along  with  the  Popular  Self-Defense  Forces  (PSDF)  should  be  improved  to 
the  point  where  they  can  assume  the  taak  of  ARVN  units  committed  to  rural 
defense  and  static  security  missions,  thereby  releasing  ARVN  regular  units 
for  operations  against  enemy  main  forces.  In  turn,  major  ARVN  units  will 
have  increased  their  efficiency  to  the  point  where  they  can  initiate  and 
carry  out  counter-insurgency  operations  against  main  force  units,  operate 
with  US  units  on  a  co-equal  basis,  and  effectively  exploit  allied  logisticaal 
and  combat  support  capabilities, 

2.  On  2  Jul  69,  operation  DONG  TIEN  was  initiated  by  the  3d  Bde 
with  the  introduction  of  the  l/eth  ARVN  Battalion  into  FSPB  Cantigny  II  (XT- 
528387)  for  combined  operations  with  the  2/28th  Inf.  But  this  was  only 
accomplished  after  approximately  2  weeks  of  intensive  combined  planning  and. 
coordination  with  the  8th  ARVN  Regiment  and  the  5th  ARVN  Division.  Repre-  ' 
sentatives  from  each  unit  to  participate  were  present  at  this  mooting  and 
direct  coordination  was  made  between  higher  hoadqunrters.  While  the  l/8th 
moved  into  Cantigny,  the  1st  Bdo's  Forward  Tactical  Operations  Center  (TOC) 
was  established  at  Ben  Cat,  headquarters  of  the  8th  ARVN  Regt,  and  inte¬ 
grated  into  aUS/ARVN  Combined  Coordination  Center.  On  8  July,  the  4/8th 
ARVN  Bn  moved  into  FSPB  Gela  (XT603418)  with  the  l/28th  US  Inf  Bn,  and  A 
Battery,  51st  ARVN  Artillery  paired  off  with  the  US  2/33d  Field  Artillery. 

The  8th  ARVN  Recon  Company  had  already  been  joined  with  I  Co,  75th  Infantry 
( 1 st  Division  Rangers)  on  1  July. 

During  the  early  weeks  of  the  operation,  many  stending  oper¬ 
ating  procedures  peoulia'r  to  Joint  operations  of  this  nature  were  established 
and  perfected.  The  Combined  Coordination  Center  received  reports  from  both 
ARVN  and  US  units  nrKl  ftoted  as  the  catalyst  for  tho  lateral  flow  of  inforonfclt 

between  the  US  Brigade  and  the  ARVN  Regiment.  Every  evening  a  conumod 
staff  briefing  was  given  to  both  US  and  ARVN  commanders  with  counterpart 
staff  briefing  one  after  the  other.  This  mutual  briefing  generated  discuss¬ 
ion''  among  staffs  and  ultimately  led  to  mutually  conceived  operations.  Two 
staff  sections  cooperating  side  by  side  provided  a  vehicle  for  effective 
staff  training  for  ARVN  forces. 

US  and  ARVN  physically  colocated  battalions  at  fife  support  bases.  Again, 
counterpart  staffs  briefed  both  US  and  ARVN  battalion  commanders.  Besides 
the  operational  significance  of  these  combined  briefings,  the  discussions 
generated  and  mutual  learning  gained  were  extremely  valuable.  In  the  fire 
support  bases,  both  ARVN  and  US  elements  had  a  specific  defensive  responsi¬ 
bility  with  the  allied  units  living  and  fighting  side-by-side.  From  the 
fire  support  baso,  ARVN  battalions  conducted  operations  in  separate  AOs.  On 
occasion,  joint  ambushes  were  conducted. 

2,  The  benefits  which  have  accrued  to  both  US  and  Arvn  units 
participating  in  DONG  TIEN  have  been  immeasureable.  The  colocation  of  these 
units  has  provided  tho  opportunity  for  US  units  to  give  additional  training 
to  ARVN  in  areas  where  most  needed.  Specific  training  which  has  bean  con¬ 
ducted  includes  marksmanship,  fire  support  base  construction,  use  of  mortars, 
helicopter  resupply,  and  small  unit  tactics.  One  US  unit  has  constructed  a 
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model  ambush  site  for  training  purposes.  Similarly,  the  ARVN  ability  to 
searoh  VC  bunkers  and  looate  enemy'  oaches  is  leading  to  increased  U3  profic- 
ienoy  in  these  areas.  It  la.  expected  that  these  combined  battalion,  oper¬ 
ations  will  continue  and  be  expanded  in  the  next  reporting  period.  In  add¬ 
ition,  plans  oall  for  a  ooabined  raaotion  foros  to  be  established  in  early 
August, 

(i)  The  cumulative  results  for  Operation  TOAN  THANO,  Phase  III, 
whioh  began  on  17  Feb  69,  for  the  let  Infantry  Division  assigned  and  OPCON 
units  as  of  the  dose  of  the  reporting  period  arei 

1  USi  232  KIA,  1811  WIA,  1578  V7IA  (evao)|  56  ACAV/APCs,  7  gen¬ 
erators,  3  2j-ton  tankers,  2  Zippoa  (APC  with  flamethrower),  55  helicopters, 

1  0-10  "Bird  Dog",  37  Rome  Plows,  71  tankers,  12  2j-ton  truokB,  2  "dusters* 
(40mo  3P),  2  3/4-ton  trucks,  5  l/4-ton  trucks,  1  10-ton  truok,  1  road  grader, 

1  odd  storage  unit,  1  -1 55mn  Howitaer,  1  M-199  (155®«  SP),  1-4,2*  mortar,  1 
A VLB  (armored  bridge  layer),  1  VTR  (M-88  tank  recovery  vehicle),  3  bulldozers, 
and  3  M-548  "Camels"  (traoked  cargo  carriers)  damaged}  1  Zippo,  10  tanks,  1 
5-tor.  truck,  1  3/4-ton  truck,  44  ACAV/APOs,  6  Rome  Plows,  4  helicopters,  3 
1/4-ton  trucks,  1  1-ton  trailer,  2  bucket  loaders,  1  low  boy  (low  bod  trailer) 
and  1-155®®  howitzer  destroyed, 

£  Enemy*  2,845  EXA  (BC),  276  KIA  (pose),  293  oaptured,  41  rall- 
iers,  and  I987  detainees}  1085  individual  weapons,  235  orew-served  weapons, 
273,342  SA  rounds,  236  AT  mines,  14,587  anti-personnel  mines,  2,251  grenades, 
1,540  RPQ  rounds,  946  mortar  rounds,  5,453  bunkers,  74,8  tons  of  rioa,  72 
rookets,  and  1,270  lbs  of  explosives  oaptured  or  destroyed. 


Monthly  totals 
May 

US  KIA 

Sf 

VC  KIA 

557 

VC  Rf 
44 

TOTAL  ENEMY  ELIMINATED 
'  S01  ’ 

June 

50 

670 

53 

723 

July 

42* 

3S5 

29 

414 

*39  were  reported  but  slnoa  that  time  4  VIA  beoarae  KIA,  The  remaining  11 
were  lost  by  the  Z/Z  Infantry  Battalion  while  OPCQN  to  the  25th  Infantry  Div¬ 
ision, 

KILL  RATIO  ELIMINATION  RATIO 

May  8,07  8.71. 

June  13,60  14.46 

July  12.03  12.94 

(k)  During  the  reporting  period  there  were'  56  B-52  strikes  employed 
in  conjunction  with  general  operations.  The  majority  of  B-52  strikes  wore 
targeted  against  the  build-up  of  elements  of  the  1st  and  7th  NVA  Divisions 
outside  of  the  rubber  plantations  surrounding  the  An  Loo/Quan  Loi  area.  Com¬ 
bined  artillery,  Tao  Air,  and  ground  follow-up  operations  were  suooessful 
in  destroying  large  enemy  base  oomps  and  staging  areas. 

d.  -(C)  Training; 

(1)  Roplaosmsnt  training. 

(a)  The  missions  and  objaotives  of  ths  Division  Training  Command 
in  training  replacements  were  dlsoussed  in  the  previous  report. 

(b)  There  were  5555  replacements  trained  by  the  Division  sohool 
during  this  .reporting  period. 

(0)  Since  the  school  opened  on  15  February  1969,  there  have  been 
9,127  replacements  trained. 

(2)  Mobile  Training  Teamsi  The  following  training  wae  oonduoted  by 
MTT  during  thie  period! 
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MONTH  '  HOURS  OP  INSTRUCTION  MAN1  HOURS 

May  TTJ  162 

Juna  34  946 

July  560  45,331 

(3)  Sniper  Training! 

(a)  A  Division  Sniper  3ohool  was  formed  and  started  instruction 
on  5  May  69* 

(b)  Hiring  this  reporting  period,  59  anipera  auoceaafully  com¬ 
pleted  training  in  an  18-day  course  of  instruction. 

(4)  Kit  Carson  Scout  Training!  During  the  reporting  period,  there 
wore  23  aoouts  trained  by  the  Division  Training  Command. 

(5)  ARVN  Training!  (a)  Infantry  Battalion  Refresher  Training  was 
completed  for  the  1st  Battalion,  9th  Regiment,  5th  ARVN  Division  on  19 
May  69. 

(b)  In  early  June,  a  Training  Circular  ore  ARVN  training  was  pub¬ 
lished  which  has  proven  moat  successful.  The  DONG  TIEN,  a  "Progress  To¬ 
gether"  oiroular,  requires  specific  actions  by  all  units  and  staff  sect¬ 
ions  of  this  Division  to  assist  in.  upgrading  and  improving  the  5th. ARVN 
Division.  This  is  accomplished  by  00  locating  an  ARVN  battalion  with  a  1st 
Infantry  Division  hattalion  and  establishing  a  combined  TOC  to  facilitate 
combined  operations.  Under  thia  program,  three  ARVN  battalions  were  trained 
during  this  reporting  period.  The  5th  ARVN  Division  battalions  trained  we*e» 
1_  1st  Battalion,  8th  Regiment 

2  4th  Battalion,  8th  Regiment 

i  4th  Battalion,  7th  Regiment 

(6)  TRY  Sohoolsi 
COURSE 

MACV  Recondo 
AARTS 
AH-1G 

AH-1G  IP/SIP 
0H-6A  Transition 
0H-6A  IP/SIP 
Signal 
JEST 
PLL 

Audio-Visual 
PACAP  Life  Support 

e.  (C)  Intelligence. 

(1 )  During  July,  two  aotiona  were  taken  to  improve  the  dissemination 
of  both  current  and  in-depth  intelligence,  to  subordinate  commanders  and 
their  staffs.  Current  intelligence  broadcasts,  using  seoure  speech  com¬ 
munications,  were  scheduled  on  a  four-hour  basis.  Procedures  followed  en¬ 
abled  units  down  to  and  inoluding  battalion  to  monitor  the  update  or  intell¬ 
igence  data  gained  during  the  previous  four  hours.  To  increase  the  amount 
and  improve  the  aoouracy  of  intelligence  information  available  to  the  com¬ 
bat  commander,  mobile  intelligence  briefing  teams  were  diepetched  from  Div¬ 
ision  G2  to  subordinate  battalions  to  provide  in-depth  intelligneoe  brief¬ 
ings  of  interest  to  the  oommander. 

(2)  In  response  to  the  need  for  expediting  the  correlation  of  current 
intelligence  data  and  developing  target  information,  a  G2  targeting  section 
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LOCATION  _ _ 

Nha  Trang 
Vung  Tbu 
Vung  Tau 
Vung  Tau 
Vung  Tau 
Vung  Tau 
Long  Binh 

Republic  of  Philippines 
Long  Binh 
Long  Binh 
Okinawa 


NO  OF  STUDENTS 
11 
21 
5 
1 
1 
2 
25 
7 

12 
3 
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was  established  within  the  02  Tactical  Operations  Center.  This  section 
serves  as  the  fooal  point  for  immediate  coordination  of  current  intelligence 
target  data  with  the  03  to  facilitate  a  rapid  tactical  response  .  Tho  re¬ 
sult  has  boon  a  significant  improvement  in  the  timeliness  of  tactical  response. 

(3)  Enemy  order  of  Battle* 

(a)  The  strengths  of  onary  forces  operating  in  the  1st  Infantry 
Division  Tactical  Area  of  Interest  (TAOI)  is  estimated  as  follows* 


Main  force  military  personnel . 3,675 

Local  force  military  personnel.. . 1 .500 

Total  estimated  combat  strength. ....... ..5,175 

Logistical  support  personnel. .... .1 .000 


Total  strength  (estimated) 


(b)  The  known  rates  of  infiltration  appear  to  have  been  adequate 
to  maintain  strength  in  III  CT2  and  to  increase  enemy  strength  in  the  1st 
Division  TAOI.  Known  infiltration  into  III  CT2  rose’  slightly  during  May, 
Jun,  and  Jul  69.  Exact  current  figures  for  infiltration  into  tho  1st  Infan¬ 
try  TAOI  arc  not  known. 

(c)  Specific  reinforcements  available  from  outside  the  Division 
TAOI  are  from  the  9th,  5th,  ?th,  and  1st  Divisions.  All  units  within  tha 
Division  TAOI  can  be  expectod  to  have  artillery  uni.ta  in  support. 

(d)  The  accepted  locations  of  confirmed  enemy  units  within  the 
Division  TAOI  and  along  its  periphery  aro;* 


TOUT 

5  VC  Division 
95A 
174  th 
275th 


STRENGTH 


COMBAT 

EFFECTIVENESS 


1100  c/e 

1100  C/E 

1100  c/s 


CURRENT  PROBABLE  LOCATION 

YT3780 

N-War  Zone  D,  Fhuoc  Cong  Prov 
N-War  Zone  D,  Phuoo  Cong  Prov 


SEPARATE  REGIMENTS 
Dong  Nai  Regt  1000 

101  Regt  700 

69th  VC  Arty  Comd 
96  Arty  Regt  800 

K-33  Arty  Bn  200 

K-34  Arty  Bn  200 

K-35  Arty  Bn  200 

Local  Force  Uni ta 
C-(j1  Ben  Cat  Co  50 
C-62  Chau  Thanh  Co  60 
C-63  Lai  Thieu  Co  45 
C-64  Dau  Tieng  Co  120 
C-65  Phu  Cong  City  Plat 
C-300  Dong  Nei  Co  50 

C-301  Phu  Giao  Co  80 

C-302  Tan  Uyon  Plat  70 

C-303  Co  70 

81st  Rear  service  500 

83d  Roar  Service  500 


Song  Be  Corridor 
Trapezoid/Boi  Loi  Woods 


North  Phuoc  Vinh 
NW  of  Lai  Kha 
Vio  Razorbaok 


Dispersed  along  Thi  Tinh  River 

SE  of  Chanh  Luu 

An  Son,  Lau  Thieu 

Southern  Michelin  area 

An  Son  area 

XT9021 

Vio  XT8742 

XT9427 

XT9003 

Log  Area  A,  War  Zone  D,  large 
portion  of  SK5,  U-1 ,  &  Ba  Bien  Pr 
Log  Area  C,  Long  Nguyen  Secret 
Zone,  portions  of  Thi  Ninh  Prov, 
Saigoa,  SR-1,  &  SR-5, 


(d)  Tno  accepted  looationa  of  confirsad  enemy  units  considered 
available  as  reinforcements  are* 
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?P 


1st  NVA  Division 
18B  Regt  . 

4400 

1150 

C/Z 

XT3785 

95C  Regt 

1100 

c/5 

XT3260 

101  D  Regt 

1100 

c/5 

XT628? 

7th  NVA  Division 

4500 

C/E 

Fish  Hook 

141'  Regt 

1000 

C/£ 

XT9299 

165  Rsgt 

1200 

0/3 

XT6294 

209  Regt 

1200 

c/5 

XU6003 

9th  VC  Division 
'27  f  Regt 

4500  ' 
1100 

c/b 

C/E 

Straight  Edge  Woods 

272  Regt. 

1100 

C/B 

W/SW  of  Tay  Vinh 

88th  Regt 

1100 

c/e 

W  of  Nui  Ba  Den 

274  th  VC  Raiment 

800 

c/b 

YT2505 

26ath  VC  Regiment 

w/AKA  600 

c/e 

Boi  Loi  Hu  3u  Woods 

Iron  Trian/tle  Regiment  - 

m 

- 

Local  Force  Units 

8th  Arty  Bn 

150 

C/E 

Dispersed  in  SR-1 

9th  Arty  Bn 

150 

c/b 

Dispersed  in.  SR-1 

(e)  Main  foroa  combat  units  within  tha  1st  Infantry  Division  TAOI. 


1,  5th  VC  Division)  5th  Division  aotion  during  the  reporting 
period  of  May  was  highlighted  by  the  relocation  of  two 
regiments  of  the  Division  and  also  increased  attacks  in  the  Dinh  Quan  and  ‘ 
Xuan  Loo  areas  by  elements  of  the  Division.  On  18  May,  sapper  elements  of 
the  Division  were  identified  in  an  attack  against  the  18th  ARVN  Division 
Headquarters  at  Xuarc  Loo.  The  K22  and  K24  Arty  3attalions  of  the  Division 
were  used  in  a  fire  support  role  during  the  attack.  Elements  of  the  174th 
Regiment  had  been  identified  in  sharp  contacts  throughout  the  month  in  and 
around  DLnh  Quan  (via  YT5737).  It  is  believed  the  Regiment  relocated  from 
War  Zone  D  into  the  area  around  10  May. 


a  .  Elements  of  the  275th  Regiment  were  identified  on  21  May- 
in  an  attack  on  a  FSPB  vie  YT449289.  It  was  believed  that  this  regiment  had 
also  relocated  out  of  War  Zone  D  for  the  purposa  of  conducting  attaoks  against 
Highway  20. 


b  lhe  95A  Regiment  remained  out  of  contact  during  May  and  was 
still  believed  to  be  located  in  NE  U-1  Province.  During  the  month  of  June, 
elements  of  the  95A  Regiment  were  identified  in  contact  south  of  Gia  Ray 
(XT64I3).  The  regiment  had  not  been  identified  sinoo  April  and  probably  re¬ 
located  through  War  Zone  D  and  into  Gia  Ray  area  during  the  month  of  May. 
During  the  end  of  June,  contacts  with  the  regiment,  hsd  dropped  off  consid¬ 
erably.  . 


£  The  275th  Regiment  was  identified  ini  the  La  Nga  base  area. 
Since  that  time~the  regiment  had  remained  out  of  oontaot.  Sensor  activity 
end  a  rallier  report  indicated  the  regiment  had  relocated  to  War  Zone  D. 

d  The  174th  Regiment  was  identified  only  once  during  the 
month  and  indications  were  that  it  may  have  withdrawn  to  War  Zone  D  also. 

£  Since  mid-June  the  5th  Division  had  remained  out  of  any 
significant  conTact.  It  appeared  that  the  division  may  have  been  withdraw¬ 
ing  some  of  its  forcos  from  Long  Khanh  Province  northward  into  Phuoc  Long 
Province. 
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Aorlal  sensor  patterns  along  with  visual  reconnaissance  indicated  that 
onemy  aotivity  had  increased  along  both  eastward  and  westward  sides  of 
Route  14  from  Bunard  Speoial  Forase  oanp  northeast  to  the  Duo  Phong  and 
also  in  the  east  and  southeast  of  Song  Be. 

f  ■  A  rallior  on  tha  20th  of  July  stated  he  wc  ■  e,  nembor  of 
tho  95A  Regt,  5th  VC  Div.  He  indicated  that  his  regiment  ha  ’  relocated  to 
the  southeastern  Phuoo  Long  area  and  was  planning  attacks  on  iighway  14  and 
on  the  special  forces  camp  in  the  area.  He  stated  his  battalion  had  con¬ 
ducted  an  anbush  on  Route  14  on  16  July,  (There  was  on  anbu/rh  on  an  allied 
convoy  on  15  July  vio  YT220856).  It  was  not  clear  at  this  time  why  the  5thj 
VC  Division  deployed  some  elements  north  into  Phuoo  Long  Province,  but  it 
indicated  one  of  three  possibilities!  (1)  it  was  planning  to  interdiot 
Highway  14  and  conduct  attacks  against  Phuoo  Long  Province)  ( 2 1  it  was  re¬ 
deploying  into  'Jar  Zone  C)  or  (3)  the  Division  was  moving  baok  to  Cambodia. 
Intelligence  available  at  tho  time  did  not  indict. te  whioh  was  most  likely. 

£  At  this  time  it  was  felt  that  increasing  enemy  pressure  on 
Binh  Long  and  Tay  Ninh  Provinces  could  have  indicated  that  the  encry  in  tho 
future  might  conduct  attaoks  on  Phuoc  Long  Province  also.  The  underlying 
purpose  of  those  attaoks  could  bo  to  strengthen  the  enemy's  hold  in  these 
areas,  which  in  turn  oould  aid  in  sotting  up  thoir  People's  Revolutionaiy 
Government. 


2  Don/;  Nai  Regiment. 

a  May  1969*  It  appears  that  during  May  the  Dong  Nai  Regiment 
had  been  trying” to  maneuver  three  of  its  four  battalions  into  tho  southern 
area  of  SR-1 . 


(1  )  K1  Bni  Blenents  of  tha  K1  Battalion  wore  identified 
in  the  area  north  of  Tan  Uyen  during  the  month  and  it  was  believed  that  tho 
whole  battalion  was  working  in  this  area.  On  29  May  a  FW  captured  east  of 
Lai  Thieu  was  identified  as  a  member  of  tho  K1  Bn.  There  has  boon  no  further 
information  on  this  IV,  but  his  identification  of  the  battalion  in  this  area 
indicated  tho  possible  relocation  of  some  K1  elements  out  of  the  area  north, 
of  Tara  Uyen  and  into  the  southern  area,  possibly  to  add  support  to  other  ele¬ 
ments  of  tha  Dong  Nai  located  there.  A  PW  captured  on  18  Mey  vie  XT923425 
stated  ho  was  a  member  of  C1/K1  Battalion.  Source  stated  battalion's  strength 
was  approximately  200  -  225  men.  Documents  found  on  19  May  vie  YT  059442 
identified  the  K1  Battalion.  IXiring  Juno  K1  elements  were  believed  to  ba 
still  located  north  of  Tan  Uyen.  The  battalion  was  still  believed  to  ba  tar¬ 
geted  against' allied  units  in  Tan  Uyen,  Binh  ?>fy,  and  Dinh  Co  areas. 

(2) '  K2  Bn»  The  K2  Battalion,  which  had  suffered  serious 
losses  in  the  An  Son  since  Dec  68,  was  held  at  a  strength  of  60  -  80  men. 
Analysis  indicated  it  would  leave  An  Son  to  receive  replacements)  a  9  May 

Ftf  from  tho  K3  Bn  and  a  11  May  PJ  from  the  recon  section,  K4,  confirmed  this 
move.  Tho  latter  Ftf  stated  the  battalion  had  moved  to  tho  Boi  Loi  Woods 
area  vie  XT8940,  historically  a  Dong  Nai  base  area.  On  23  May  a  member  of 
the  C3/K2  rallied  vie  XT894I64,  .  He  stated  that  K2  had  gone  north  and  was 
returning  south  again.  On  29  May  a  FJ  captured  vie  XT9036  was  a  member  of 
C1/K2.  He  stated  his  company  had  boon  located  in  a  base  camp  at  Ban  Oho 
(exact  location  unknc*!!),  then  moved  south  to  the  An  Son  area  in  September. 
The  PW  had  stayed  behind  in  the  base  camp  because  of  illness,  and  woo  cap¬ 
tured  on  a  rice  supply  mission  to  Binh  My  village.  The  K2  Bn  was  last  con¬ 
tacted  in  the  An  Son  area  in  late  March.  FW  statements  indicates  it  had  re¬ 
located  out  of  the  area  during  late  April'  or  early  May  and  had  been  replaced 
by  the  K3  Battalion. 

(3)  K3  Bni  The  K3  Battalion  was  located  in  tha  Song  Bo 
Corridor  vio  XT8742  with  a  probable  mission  of  securing  tho  regiment  head¬ 
quarters.  Hard  intelligence  indicates  this  unit  has  now  began  its  southern 
deployment.  A  6  May  PS  from  Di  An  local  forces  stated  ho  had  attended  a 
meeting  with  13  NVA  from  tho  K3  Battalion  who  were  sent  to  replace  losses  in 
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the  Di  An  local  foroe  unit.  A  10  toy  KIA  in  the  sane  ares  (XT969057)  was 
identified  as  the  CO  of  the  K3  Battalion.  A  9  toy  contact  in  the  An  Son 
resulted  in  the  death  of  the  CO  of  the  C3/K3  Bn  and  tha  capture  of  a  IV  from 
the  sane  unit*  IV  stated  that  30  nan  of  hie  company,  led  by  the  CO,  had 
arrived  in  An  Son  on  8  toy  to  replace  the  X2  Battalion,  Wa  oaptured  on  15 
May  from  the  C2/K3  stated  .the  X3  is  looated  in  An  Son  and  plans  to  infil¬ 
trate  Saigon  and  attaok  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  A  IV  oaptured  on  20  toy 
vio  XT378051  was  identified  as  a  member  of  the  finanoe  section  of  SR5,  Ha 
stated  that  elements  of  the  K3  are  now  looated  in  an  area  south  of  Lai  Thieu, 
mission  unknown.  During  the  month  of  May  two  oompaniea  of  the  K3  (C2/C3) 
were  identified  in  the  lower  area.  It  is  probable  at  this  time  that  the  bat¬ 
talion  has  fully  relooated  into  this  area  and  is  spread  out  between  .In  Son, 

Lai  Thieu,  and  Di  An,  Mission  of  the  battalion,  as  indicated  by  tha  15  May 
FW,  is  to  attaok  around  the  outskirts  of  Saigon, 

(4)  K4  Bnt  The  K4  Battalion  was  also  looated  in  the  Song 
Be  Corridor  but  was  known  to  have  sent  cadre  and  reconnaissance  elements 
south  as  oarly  as  Feb  69  to  recon  the  Thu  Due  area.  Recent  infiltration  of 
K4  elements  on  11  May  when. a  IV  captured  byARVN  elements  vie  XT878O40  was 
identified  as  a  member  of  the  reoon  platoon,  K4  Battalion,  Based  on  infor¬ 
mation  provided  by  this  W,  a  oontact  was  initiated  tho  following  day  near 
hie  plnoe  of  oapture,  resulting  in  the  death  of  tha  CO  of  the  SC4  Battalion, 

The  IV  stated  that  52  men  of  the  X4  had  originally  arrived  in  tho  An  Son  in 
Feb  69,  but  oontact  had  reduced  their  strength  to  28,  Documents  captured 
on  18  May  vie  XT859356  identified  elements  of  ths  K4  Battnlion,  On  the  20th 
of  Msy  s  IV  captured  vio  XT8205  was  identified  as  a  member  of  the  finance 
section  of  3R5,  He  stated  that  the  C4  CO,  K4  Bn,  had  infiltrated  into  ths 
Thu  Dio  area  with  a  strength  of  60  men.  Their  mission  was  unknown.  On  29 
May  vio  XT8O63IO  a  IV  was  esptured  and  identified  os  a  member  of  the  rooon 
platoon,  K4,  Dong  Nai  Regiment.  H«  stated  that  he  wae  a  messenger  from  a 
forward  headquarters,  K4  element  in  An  Son,  and  was  carrying  letters  to  the 
K4  headquarters  looated  at  Dong  Trong  (H)  XTS70370.  Subject  stated  he  had 
reoonned  the  aroa  of  Vuon  Thon  (outpost)  XT8307  for  a  future  attack.  Although 
only  one  oompany  of  ths  K4  had  been  identified  in  the  southern  area  it  wae 
believed  that  the  battalion  was  trying  to  relooate  all  of  its  units  into  ths 
area. 


b  June  1969*  The  Dong  Nai  Regiment  refrained  from  initiat¬ 
ing  any  significant  contact  during  the  month  of  June,  but  wajs  believed  to 
have  suffered  heavy  losses  due  to  allied  operations  in  the  lower  Lan  Son. 

Kfa  and  documents  captured  in  late  May  confirmed  that  the  regiment's  mission, 
was  to  relocate  its  battalions  southward  into  tho  areas  of  Lai  Thieu,  Thu 
IXic,  An  Son,  and  Di  An,  These  battalions  were  for  future  offensive  actions. 
Elements  of  three  of  the  battalions  (K2,  K3,  and  K4)  had  deployed  into  the 
An  Son  and  Lai  Thieu  areas,  but  pre-emptive  actions  by  allied  forces  took 
a  heavy  toll  on  these  units. 

(1 )  Tho  XI  Battalion  refrained  from  any  significant  act¬ 
ion  and  was  believed  to  be  still  operating  north  of  Tan  Uyen  coordinating 
with  local  forco  units  and  resupplying  out  of  Biph  Ity  (U). 

(2)  The  X2  Battalion  was  believed  to  have  withdrawn  to  tha 
lower  Song  Be  Corridor,  IWs  captured  in  the  An  Son  stated  that  thoy  wera 
members  of  the  C8  Heavy  Weapons  Company,  K2  Battalion,  They  stated  that  C8 
was  left  behind  when  K2  relooated  northward  in  May  to  receive  replacements. 

IVs  confirmed  that  K2  wbb  drastioally  under-strength  and  that  there  were 
only  10  men  from  the  battalion  left  in  tha  An  Son  area, 

(3)  The  K3  Battalion  had  been  identified  numerous  times 
during  tha  month.  Allied  operations  in  the  An  Son  are  believed  to  have  re¬ 
duced  the  battalion's  strength  from  200  men  to  approximately  50  men.  IVs 
and  rallierB  oaptured  throughout  the  month  in  the  An  Son  stated  that  K3  ele¬ 
ments  had  relooated  to  the  area  for  the  purpose  of  replacing  tha  K2  Battalion. 
The  units  identified  in  the  An  Son  were  the  02  and  C3  companies,  K3  Bn.  Tha 
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C2/K3  was  believed  to  have  moved  to  the  JU  An  area  and  the  headquarters,  K3, 
was  believed  to  be  still  located  in  the  Song  Be  Corridor.  Eocause  of  per¬ 
sonnel  losses  it  was  considered  probable  that  K3  would  withdraw  its  elenents 
froa  the  lower  area* 

,{4)  The  K4  Battalion  was  identified  only  once  durine  the 
month  of  Juno.  A  fW  captured  in  the  Chanh  Luu  area  statod  he  was  on  a  rico 
nission  to  Chanh  Luu.  He  also  stated  that  his  company,  C5/K4,  1/03  located 
in  the  Song  Be  Corridor  with  the  rest  of  the  battalion.  Ws  prior  to  his 
capture  had  indicated  that  K4  had  noved  couth,  however,  there  was  no  hard 
intelligence  at  the  tine  to  substantiate  either  version.  At  the  end  of  Jun, 
the  Dong  Nai  Roginent  was  expected  to  withdraw  into  secure  base  areas  for  a 
standdown  period  with  a  mission  of  receiving  replacements  arid  resupplying. 

£  July  69 »  The  Son&Nai  Regiment  on  14  July  conducted  its 
first  significant  offensive  aotion in  months  by  attacking  the  775th  RP  oon- 
pound  at  Hoa  Loi  (vio  XT8226),  This  aotion  may  haw#  been  indicative  of  future 
plane  of  the  regiment  to  launoh  attacks  against  allied  units  in  SR5,  with  the 
probable  mission  of  strengthening  their  hold  on  certain  areao  and  oponing  up 
infiltration  routes  to  the  southern  Lam  Son  area.  The  regiment  is  believed 
to  have  its  forces  spread  throughout  Binh  Duong  Province  with  moderate  to 
heavy  concentrations  of  its  elements  in  the  area  of  the  weetem  Catcher's 
Mitt,  lower  Song  Be  Corridor,  and  the  An  Loo  -  Hoa  Loi  areas.  Allied  oper¬ 
ations  throughout  the  lower  Lam  Son  area  are  believed  to  have  preempted  any 
plana  the  Dong  Nai  may .have  had  of  large  scale  offensive  actions  in  this  area. 

(1 )  .The  XI  Battalion  has  romsined  relatively  inaotlvo  dur¬ 
ing  July.  A  contaot  northeast  -of  Phu  Loi  identified  elements  of  tho  battal¬ 
ion  movine  south.  This  identification  may  be  an  indicator  that  K1  was  de¬ 
ploying  some  of  its  olensnts  into  the  southern  area  with  a  possible  mission 
of  strengthening  other  Dong  Nsi  units  already  located  there.  It  ie  believed 
that  the  major  portion  of  the  battalion  is  atill  looated  in  the  western 
Catohor'a  Mitt,  with  the  continuing  mission  of  resupplying  out  of  Dlnh  My 
village. 


(2)  On  11  July  the  05/K2  company  and  elements  of  the  K4 
Battalion  initiated  an  attaok  against  the  775th  RP  compound  at  Hoa  Loi  (u) 
vio  XT823265.  A  P..’  captured  after  the  attaok  stated  that  the  mission  of  hie 
unit  was  to  replace  K4  elements  in  the  An  Loo  -  Hoa  Loi  area.  After  the  at¬ 
tack,  05  elements  were  to  move  back  to  an  area  vio  XT7830.  On  18  July  a 
contact  in  this  area  resulted  in  2  VC  KIA  and  documents  which  again  ident¬ 
ified  the  C5/K2.  There  hae  been  no  further  intelligence  to  indicate  that 
other  elements  of  the  K2  have  moved  into  this  area,  and  the  order  of  battle 
holds  the  major  portion  of  the  battalion  in  the  lowar  Song  Be  Corridor,  Its 
probable  mission  is  to  await  replacements;  and  relocate  to  either  An  Loo  - 
Hoa  Loi  area  or  to  the  lower  Lam  Son  area, 

(3)  The  K3  Battalion  ie  believed  to  stillhave  its  three 
companies  spread  out  through  the  lower  Lam  Son  areai  the  Cl  Company  in  3i 
An;  and  the  C2  and  C3  Companies  in  An  Son.  Pws  had  indicated  that  the  bat¬ 
talion  nay  have  been  having  supply  problems  in  this  area.  Thin  problem, 
coupled  with  the  battalion's  reosnt  personnel  losses  will  probably  cause  it 
to  relocate  north  out  of  this  area.  The  K3  Battalion  is  held  at  strength 
of  50  -  7 0  men  and  is  considered  non-comhat  effective. 

(4)  the  K4  Battalion  was  identified  only  one-  durw;  the 
reporting  period.  This  element  was  believed  to  be  either  the  ('T  or  C4  u.r~ 
pany  of  the  K4  Battalion.  This  unit  was  involved  in  an  attack  m.  Hoa  Loi 
compound  on  11  July.  There  had  been  no  further  identification  of  the  battal¬ 
ion  during  the  month  and  the  major  portion  of  the  unit  (approximately  175 
men)  wns  believed  to  bo  looated  in  the.  Song  Be  Corridor. 

2  101st  VC  Regiment  1  The  101st  Regiment  ie  presently  composed 
of  three  battalions,  the  Long  An  1,  Long  An  2,  and  Long  An  3,  totalling  about 
700  personnel.  During  the  repotting  period,  May  through  July  69,  the  bat¬ 
talions  of  tho  101st  Regiment  moved  north  from  the  Citadel  area.  The  1st  and 
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3rd  Bna  are  thought  to  be  in  the  Boi  hoi  Woods  while  the  2nd  Bn  and  regi¬ 
mental-  HQ  are  held  to  be  in  the  western  Trapssoid.  Owing  to  heavy  losees 
suffered  during  the  month  of  May,  the  Regiment  is  ourrently  not  oonbat  eff¬ 
ective,  and  probably  will  not  initiate  any  attacks  until  it  has  reooived 
replacements  and  supplies.  In  the  coming  months,  the  2nd  Bn  and  Regt  HQ 
will  probably  relooate  out  of  the  Trapesoid,  possibly  into  the  Boi  hoi  Woods 
area  or  the  Long  Nguyen  Seoret  Zone. 

i  Looal  foroe  unite  within  the  1st  Infantry  Division  TAOI. 

£  The  C61  Local  Foroe  Compnnyi  The  C61  avoided  contact  dur¬ 
ing  May  and  most  of  June.  On  27  June,  a  miller  said  that  he  woe  from  the 
Mobile  Ranger  Unit  (possibly  the  0}  Sapper  unit)  of  G61 .  Hiring  July,  the 
C61  was  believed  looated  along  the  Thi  Tinh  River  vio  XT6735.  The  mission 
was  thought  to  be  assassination  of  Hoi  Chanhs,  and  possibly  attaoks  by  fire> 
on  allied  positions  in  the  Ben  Cat  area.  On  30  July,  a  rallior  who  was  tha 
Assistant  Political  Officer  of  the  Ben  Cat  Bistriot  Committee  idontlfied  tha 
positions  of  the  following  unite  whioh  are  associated  with  the  C61 1  the  mil¬ 
itary  affairs  section  of  the  Ben  Cat  District  Committee  (strength  42),  the 
C61  (strength  52))  tha  security  seotionj  the  C3  Sapper  Company  (strength  17)) 
the  04  Mortar  Platoon)  snd  the  C5  Womens  Mortar  Support  Platoon  (strength  20 
women).  The  center  of  mase  of  these  units  was  XT7138.  The  C61  will  likely 
continue  with  its  mission  of  assassination  of  Hoi  Chsnhs  nnd  harassing  allied 
installations  in  the  area.  The  oapture  of  several  mortars  on  1  August  from 
the  C4  mortar  platoon  may  temporarily  preclude  attaoks  by  firo  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  Ben  Cat. 


b_  C62  Chau  Thanh  ‘M. strict  Company)  During  the  months  of 
Moy  and  June  C62  avoided  oontaots.  It  is  believed  that  the  C62  is  able  to, 
recruit  replacements  whenever  needed.  On  10  July,  the  C62  waB  identified 
by  2  P  \7s  who  stated  they  supplied  C4/K4,  Dong  Nai  Regiment,  with  mortar 
rounds.  The  unit  is  also  directly  assisting  the  Vhu  Chanh  Village  Committee, 
Also  in  the  month  of  July  there  have  been  numerous  agent  reports  stating  the 
C62  is  in  the  area  of  XT890290.  The  July  FWs  stated  this  is  the  general 
vicinity  of  thoir  unit, 

a  C63  Lai  Thieu  District  Unit)  The  C63  was  inactive  in  May 
and  was  not  contacted  or  identified.  .During  June,  the  unit  suffered  the 
loss  of  two  company  commanders,  Sau  Dinh  Nho,  on  5  and  27  June  respectively 
and  this  unit  has  undoubtedly  been  demoralised  as  a  result.  The  C63  hes 
lost  approximately  30  men  during  the  month  of  June.  On  4  July,  allied  forces 
received  a  Chieu  Hoi  who  stated  the  C63  has  been  nearly  eliminated  by  GVN 
operations  in  their  AO.  He  also  stated  that  the  unit  is  now  broken  down  into 
two  nnd  three  men  groups  hiding  to  avoid  oontaot. 

i  C64  Looal  Foroe  Company)  The  C64  waB  not  contacted  during 
May,  but  in  June"  was  believed  to  have  oonduoted  a  series  of  mortar  attaoks 
on  Uau  Tieng.  The  relocation  of  villagers  from  the  Miohelin  area  has  forced 
the  C64  to  operate  in  small  units,  with  elements  thought  to  be  dispersed 
throughout  the  Miohelin  area.  On  25  July  at  XT498458,  2  Ws  identified  the 
C64  and  were  apparently  on  1  resupply  mission.  The  C64  is  ourrently  believed 
to  have  the  mission  of  mortaring  Dau  Tieng  and  supplying  guides  to  main  force 
unite  in  the  area.  The  strength  of  the  unit  is  believed  to  be  120  men  and 
women. 


£  C65  Fhu  Cuong  City  Platoon)  During  the  month  of  May,  tha 
C65  was  inactive  and  no  identification  or  oontaots  were  recorded,  A  PH 
apprehended  on  0  June  stated  the  mission  of  the  unit  was  to  attack  ARVN  out¬ 
posts  in  the  area  of  the  An  Son.  The  unit  was  not  contacted  in  July  and 
their  mission  probably  remains  the  same. 

f  C301  Phu  Giao  Company)  The  C30I  was  not  contacted  during 
the  month  of  May.  On  28  June,  the  1st  Cav  Division  received  a  rallier  who 
stated  he  was  a  former  politioal  offioer  of  the  C30I.  He  stated  that  tha  , 
unit  had  a  mission  to  counter  US  psychological  operations  and  aid  main  force-  w 
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in  the  area.  Die  unit  has  not  been  oontacted  or  identified  since. 

f.  (C)  Logistic*. 

(1)  On  1  June  1 969  a  program  was  implemented  to  issue  Ml?  protective 
mask*. to  all  lnoomlng  personnel  undergoing  indoctrination  at  the  Divieion 
Training  Command  (DTC).  Personnel  were  to  test  and  fit  their  me.-ks  during 
training,  at  the  ETC  and  retain  them  throughout  their  tour  with  the  Division. 
Upon  DEROS,  personnel  turn  in  their  masks  to  DTC  for  reisauo  to  newly  arrived 
replacements. 

(2)  During  July  a  program  to  issue  U16  Rifles  at  the  DTC  to  incoming 
replacements  being  assigned  to  manoi ver  uni ts  was  developed.  A  now  soldier 
would  zero'  his  weapon  during  indoctrination  training  and  retain  the  same 
weapon  throughout  hia  tour  with  the  division.  The  program  is  ocheduled  for 
iaplomentation  on  1  August  1 969.  Several  problems  are  envisioned  regarding 
the  proper  accountability  for  the  weapon  between  receipt  upon  arrival  in  the 
division  and  ths  individual's  arrival  at  his  assigned  unit.  Also  the  rapid 
return  of  weapons  from  combat  units  to  the  DTC  for  reissue  to  incoming  per¬ 
sonnel  may  present  difficulties.  A  thorough  analysis  of  the  program  will  be 
included  in  the  ORLL  for  the  period  ending  31  October. 

(3)  Planning  and  coordinating  for  the  logistical  support  of  the  com¬ 
bined  US/ARVN  Operation  DONG  TIEN  was  begun  early  in  the  planning  phase  of 
tha  operation.  Faos-to-face.  coordination  at  all  levelo  proved  most  effective. 
Every  effort  was  made  to  encourage  ARVN  counter-parte  to  establish  a  re¬ 
liable,  workable  supply  line. 

g.  (C)  Organization!  Pew  organizational  changes  took  place  within  tha 
1st  Infantry  Division  during  the  reporting  period. 

(1)  USAR7  General  Order  Number  1657,  10  May  1969,  assigned  the  269th 
Pield  Artillery  Dstaohment  Radar  to  the  1st  Infantry  Division.  1st  Infantry 
Division  General  Ordar  Number  4124.  20  May  1969,  attached  the  269th  Pield 
Artillery  Detachment  Radar  to  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Dattery,  1st  In¬ 
fantry  Division  Artillery.  The  battery  consists  of  ons  officer  and  eight 
enlisted  men. 

(2)  Attached  to  1st  Infantry  Division  by  USAEV  General  Order  Number 
901.  14  Mar  69,  was  Operating  Location  3,  5th  Weather  Squadron.  1st  Infantry 
Division  Oenoral  Order  Number  4974,  3  Jun  69,  attaohed  Operating  Looation  3« 
5th  Weather  Squadron  to  1st  Aviation  3attalion,  Combat  Weather  Toon  W2  to  2d 
Brigade,  1st  Infantry  Dvision  and  Combat  Weather  Team  #3  to  3d  Brigade,  1st 
Infantry  Division. 

(3)  1st  Infantry  Division  General  Order  Number  4871,  1  Jun  69,  reorg¬ 
anized  the  35th  and  qlst  Infantry  Platoon8 (Scout  Dog)  under  MTOE  7-I67G. 
Authority  for  the  reorganization  was  USARPAC  General  Order  Number  34,  •  16 
Jan  69.  The  platoons  are  now  authorized  1  officer' and  27  enlisted  men  each. 

(4)  The  61st  Infantry  Platoon  (Tracker  Dog)  was  reorganized  under  MTOE 
7-1 67E  by  1st  Infantry  Division  General  Order  Number  5777*  23  Jun  69.  Auth¬ 
ority  for  the  reorganization  was  USARPAC  General  Order  Number  89  dated  31 

Jan  69,  Under  MTOE  7-1 67E,  the  61st  Infantry  Platoon  (Tracker  Dog)  is  auth¬ 
orized  1  officer  and  22  enlisted  men.  The  ohange  had  little  effect  on  equip¬ 
ment. 


(5)  Movement  of  the . Division's  1st. Brigade  from  Quan  Loi  to  Dau  Tieng 
required  the  following  organizational  changes  published  in  1st  Infantry  Div¬ 
ision  General  Order  Number  6141,  29  Jun  691  the  35th  Infantry  Platoon  (Scout 
Dog)  was  attached  to  1st  Brigade,  1st  Infantry  Division)  and  the  41st  Infantry 
Platoon  (Soout  Dog)  and  the  61st  Infantry  Platoon  (Tracker  Dog)  wore  attached 
to  3d  Brigade,  1st  Infantry  Division. 

19 

CONFIDENTIAL 


\ 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVDB-T  (MHD)  29  August  1969 

SUBJECTi  Operational  Report  of  1st  Infantry  Division  for  Period  aiding 
31  July  1969,  ROS  C3FOR-65  (SI)  (0) 

h.  (0)  Paeifioation  Campaign. 

(1)  To  assist  GVN  in  expanding  its  influenoe  throughout  the  area,  em¬ 
phasis  was  placed  on  upgrading  all  hamlets  within  the  Division  TAOI,  espec¬ 
ially  targot  hamlets. 

(2)  At  the  beginning  of  the  period,  1st  Division  had  responsibility 
for  the  n&oifioation  of  “target  hamlets*  in  12  districts  located  in  4  differ¬ 
ent  provinces. 

(a)  During  Moy  and  Jun  19^9»  1st  Bde  was  responsible  for  40  such 
hamlets  in  Phuoo  Long  and  Binh  Long  Provinoef  in  what  was  known  as  tha  ^iorth 
em  tier".  In  this  area,  pacification  war  a  secondary  mission  due  to  the 
strength  of  NVA  forces.  However,  tbs  1st  lie  did  assist  GVN  forces  by  provid 
ing  helpful  security  to  threatened  humleta  when  requested.  On  or  about  22 
June, 1969,  the  *Viorthem  tier"  was  turned  over  to  the  1st  Cav  Division  and 
the  1st  Bde  was  rodoployed  into  Binh  Duong  Sector.  At  some  tine,  tha 
1st  Division  assumed  responsibility  for  Tri  Tam  Dii  crict  from  the  25th  Div¬ 
ision.  The  now  bouniary  adjustment  gave  1st  Bde  responsibility  for  the  north 
em  half  of  Tri  Tom  District  which  included  the  Michelin  Hesitation,  Dau 
Tieng,  and  the  hamlet  of  Suoi  IXm,  2  km  south  of  Dau  Tieng. 

(b)  The  AO  and  mission  of  the  2d  Bde  to  conduct  operations  in  sup¬ 
port  of  pacification  remained  unchanged  during  this  period.  Increased  em¬ 
phasis  was  placed  on  upgrading  both  hamlets  and  RF/PF  units  in  the  areas 

so  that  GVN  forces  could  assume  mors  of  the  territorial  security  missions  in 
and  around  the  hamlets  and  villages.  The  2d  Bde  had  responsibility  for  108 
target  hamlets  during  May  and  June.  Hiis  accounted  for  60#  of  all  hamlets 
and  95#  of  the  total  population  within  the  Division  TAOI,  By  late  Juna  and 
July  the  2d  Bde  had  responsibility  for  all  but  6  target  hamlets  within  tha 
division's  TAOI  and  98#  of  the  population. 

(o)  When  the  1st  Bde  redeployed  from  the  "northern  tier"  in  late 
June  69,  the  3d  3de  AO  was  adjusted  to  include  the  southern  half  of  Tri  Tom 
District.  The  3d  Bde1 a  primary  mission  was  to  conduct  operations  along  tha 
Saigon  River  to  interdict  VC  supply  routes  and  destroy  VC/VCl/NVA  forces. 

The  4  hamlets  located  along  the  Saigon  River  in  Tri  Tam  were  not  targeted 
for  pacification.  The  brigade's  only  responsibility  in  the  area  of  pacifi¬ 
cation  was  an  overwatch  of  those  hamlets  looated  in  Ben  Cat  District  which 
are  a  part  of  the  0th  ARVN  Regiment,  5th  ARVN  Division's  AO. 

(3)  The  paoification  goal6  for  May  and  Juno  of  the  reporting  period 
did  not  change.  Both  CTO  and  US  forces  were  aotively  engaged  in  upgrading 
selected  target  hamlets  to  a  "C"  category  so  that  by  December  6 9,  at  least 
90#  of  the  populace  throughout  the  area  would  be  living  in  "C*  category 
hamlets  or  better.  A  *C"  category  hamlet,  by  the  Hamlet  Evaluation  System 
(HES)  criteria,  is  one  in  which  the  military  control  of  the  VC  has  been 
broken,  at  least  50#  of  the  external  VC  units  have  been  destroyed,  most  of 
the  VCI  have  been  identified,  and  the  key  leaders  eliminated. 

(4)  In  July  69,  in  the  woke  of  announcements  of  impending  US  rede¬ 
ployment,  President  Thieu  instituted  a  new  Acoelerated  Pacification  Cam¬ 
paign  (ATC)  for  second  semester  1969  (  1  Jul  -  30  Oct  69).  The  purpose  of 
the  new  campaign  is  to  upgrade  present  "C*  category  hamlets  a 0  that  at  least 
50#  of  the  populace  are  living  in  "B*  category  hamlets  by  3°  October  1969. 

A  "B"  hamlet,  by  HE3  criteria,  is  one  in  which  the  VCI  have  been  identified 
and  most  of  the  leaders  eliminated,  sufficeint  police  are  available  for  both 
day  and  night  overwatch,  hamlet  officials  have  boen  eleoted  and  are  living 
in  the  hamlet,  no  VC  bases  are  within  a  6  hour  walk,  and  tha  VCI  have  virtu¬ 
ally  no  influence  upon  the  populace.  Hie  concept  of  target  hamlets  was 
changed  in  ,July  1969*  Under  the  APC  in  i960  and  the  first  half  of  1969.  up¬ 
grading  selected  target  hamlets  was  accomplished.  In  the  new  campaign,  pop¬ 
ulation  is  the  most  important  factor  and  all  hamlets  throughout  the  RTO  have 
been  targeted  for  pacification. 
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(5)  Ore  to  outdated  and  superseded  portions  of  the  pacification  LOI 
9-69,  a  new  LOI  wee  drafted  and  incorporates  new  goals  and  new  ideas  to  make 
the  second  semester  196 9  APC  a  success,  The  LOI  is  expeoted  to  be  published 
early  in  the  next  reporting  period. 

(6)  The  statistics  on  the  pacification  status  of  hamlets  are  as  fol- 

lowai 

(a)  Pacification  Status  of  Target  Hamlets  within  TA0I  ao  of  31 

May  1 9^9* 


I  HO  VINCE 

DISTRICT 

HAMLETS 

ABC  BE  VC 

TOTAL 

POPULATION 

Ihuoc  Long 

Phuoo  Binh 

9 

5 

0 

14 

6,169 

Bo  Due 

4 

0 

0 

4 

1,512 

Binh  Long 

An  Loc 

5 

8 

0 

13 

6,627 

Loc  Ninh 

7 

t 

0 

8 

3,810 

Cnon  Thanh 

0 

1 

0 

1 

333 

Binh  Buong 

Lai  Thieu 

23 

0 

0 

23 

34,548 

Chau  Thanh 

11 

5 

0 

15 

23,498 

Ben  Cat 

7 

1 

0 

8 

18,655 

Phu  Giao 

6 

0 

0 

6 

7,984 

Bien  Hoa 

Tan  Uyen 

9 

0 

0 

9 

15,093 

Di  An 

36 

0 

0 

36 

34,84  5 

Gia  Binh 

Thu  Due 

38 

6 

TOTAL 

0 

J&L 

182 

96.777 

249,851 

Populace  living  in  A,  B,  &  C  hamlets  «  95$ 

(b)  lacification  status’  of  Target  Hanlets  within.  SAOI  as  of  30 
Juno  19691 

Binh  Duong  Lai  Thieu  9  0  0  9  9.138 

Chau  Thanh  12  0  0  12  17,959 

Ben  Cat  7  3  0  10  16,959 

Tri  Tara  2  0  0  2  3,771 

Phu  Giao  200  2  3,927 

Bien  Hoa  Tan  Uyen  5  0  0  5  7,332 

Di  .in  55  0  0  36  38,060 

Gia  Binh  Thu  Due  39  0  0  39  115,78 5. 

TOTAL  120  212,092 

Populace  living  in  A,  3,  &  C  hanlets  •  97$ 

(c)  Pacification  Status  of  Total  Hamlets  within.  TAOI  as  of  30 


July  1969« 

Binh  Duong 

Lai  Thieu 

33 

0  0 

53 

47,673 

Chau  Thanh 

49 

0  0 

49 

111,757 

Bon  Cat 

11 

3  0 

14 

26,957 

Tri  Tam 

6 

2  2 

10 

17,042 

Phu  Giao 

3 

0  0 

3 

4,539 

Bien  Hoa 

Tan  Uyen 

10 

0  0 

10 

16,240 

Di  An 

36 

0  0 

36 

38,060 

Gia  Binh 

Thu  Duo 

‘  49 

3  0 

-Si- 

126.896 

Populace, living  in  A,  B,  &  C 

hamlets 

TOTAL 

*  96$ 

207 

'  389,164 

Populace  living  in  A  &  3  hamlets 

-  40$ 

(7)  Pacification  has  continued  to  be  highly  suooessful  within  the 
1st  Infantry  Division's  TAOI  primarily  because  of  the  aggressive  conbined 
efforts  of  GVN  and  US  forces  in  support  of  pacification. 
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i»  (C)  Psyohologioal  Operations.  ‘ 

(1)  Psychological  Operations  this  quarter  were  aimed  at  three  general 
target  groups 1 

(a)  Civilians 

(b)  NVA  Soldiers 

(C)  VC  Soldiers  and  their  relatives 

(2)  Airing  the  quarter  1362  missions  were  conducted}  277  hours  and  25 
minutes  of  broadcast  time  and  1051  hours  and  30  minutes  of  ground  operations 
were  employed  in  support  of  the  Division.  The  following  is  a  breakdown,  by 
unit,  of  support  operational 


UNIT 
1st  Bdo 
2nd  ?** 
3rd  Bde 
TOTAL 


MISSIONS 
'  157 

982 
_2ii_ 
1382 


BROADCAST  TIME 
42*25 
189 1 25 


277*25 


J.  (C)  Civic  Action/Civil  Affairs. 


GROUND  OPERATIONS 
49«30 
853*15 
-11.8J.45. 
1051*30 


(1 )  Civic  aotion  projeota  during  the  past  quarter  have  been  primarily 
in  support  of  the  GVN  1969  Pacification  Plan.  These  projects  complement 
th»  plans  laid  by  the  village/hanlots  to  improve  their  economic  situation. 

US  support  ia  being  da-enphasizod  and  ARVN/GVlf  image  is  being  raised  by 
stressing  thoir  assistance  and  stability. 


» 

(2)  195  ICAPS  were  conducted,  treating  16,623  patients  in  the  Divis¬ 
ion  AO.  The  GVN  is  gradually  assuming  responsibility  for  these  operations, 
thereby  assisting  greatly  in  developing  a  more  positive  attitude  in  the 
populace  toward  the  .government's  ability  to  care  for  itB  own  people. 


2.  (C)  Section  2.  Lessons  Learnedi  Commander's  Observations.  Evaluations, 

and  Recommendations. 

a.  (U)  Personnel t  Nona 

b.  (C)  Operations  1 

(1 )  Bunker  Construction. 

(a)  Observation!  Below-ground  bunkers  are  impractical  during  the 
rainy  season. 

(b)  .Evaluation!  Considerably  more  engineer  effort  is  expended  in 
the  waterproofing  of  underground  personnel  bunkers  than  above-ground  bunkers. 
The  intense  rainfall  causes  underground  bunkers  to  fill  with  water  even 
after  considerable  engineer  attention  to  drainage. 


(c)  Recommendation*  Unless  absolutely  necessary,  future  personnel 
bunkers  should  be  constructed  above  ground.  If  fighting  positions  are  built 
above  ground,  the  height  normally  used  in  a  fox  hole  should  be  reduced'one 
third  to  one  half  to  maintain  a  low  silhouette.  Occupants  should  fight  f^on 
the  kneeling  position. 

(2)  Mine  Sweeping! 

(a)  Observation*  Mine  sweep  teams  frequently  have  .been  required 
to  perform  sweep  operations  in  the  early  evening  and  the  hours  of  darkness. 


(b)  Evaluation*  The  effectiveness  of  0  mine  sweep  team  is  greatly 
reduced  during  ths  hours  of  darkness.  The  vast  majority  of  mines  found  or* 
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doteoxed  visually  and  would  not  be  fourd  by  meanw  of  flashlights  or  axtilleay 
illusination.  In  addition,  trip  wires  and  other  booby  traps  are  difficult 

to 'detect  in  periods  of  reduced  visibility, 

(c)  ftannnjwfndstioni  If  the  taotioal  situation  peraits,  connandera 
should  make  every  attempt  to  aooonsplish  sweep  operations  during  daylight. 

(3)  PSD  Construotion, 

(a)  Observation »  Infantry  brigade  and  battalion  connandera  sons- 
times  do  not  allow  time  for  proper  engineer  preparation  of  a  fire  support 
base  before  infantry,  and  artillery  units  movs  into  the  position, 

(b)  Evaluation t  During  the  rainy  season  it  is  essontial  that  roads 
and  drainage  bo  constructed  in  new  fire  support  bases  prior  to  oocuponoy. 
BjtaoplSs  exist  in  whioh  no  prior  engineer  work  was  performed  and  the  PSff  bo- 
bame  suoh  a  mud  hole  that  i't  was  untenable  artd  had  to  be  closed  after  only 

t  weak. 


(o)  Recommendation 1  If  movement  into  a  new  fire  support  base  is 
required  during  the  rainy  season,  suffioisnt  time  should  be  allowed  for  con¬ 
struotion  of  roads  and  drainage  by  engineers  prior  to  occupancy  by  artillery 
and  infantry, 

(4)  Ambushes, 


(a)  Observotioni  •Bushwhacking*  type  ambushes  have  resulted  in 
substantial  enemy  losses.  However,  these  types  of  operations  were  not  nearly 
as  suocossful  in  June  as  they  were  in  May. 

(b)  Evaluation  1  Indications  were  that  continuous  bushwhacking 
operations  had  sot  a  pattern  that  was  disoemed  by  the  enemy.  Realizing  the 
danger,  ho  was  able  to  concentrate  on  avoiding  these  ambushes, 

(c)  Recommendation 1  Alternate  bushwhacking  and  ground  reconnais¬ 
sance  operations ;  concentrate  bushwhacking  tactics  in  Jungle  areas  where 
base  comps  are  known  to  exist. 

( 5 )  Securing  Supply  Routes  and  Convoys, 

(a)  Observation!  Periodically  the  enemy  has  initiated  ambushes  of 
supply  convoys  along  Highway  13.  Die  arabUBhes,  linear  with  about  30  -  40 
troops,  were  executed  vigorously  and  withdrawn  quickly  and  silently. 

(b)  Evaluation!  After  a  successful  &nemy  ambush,  the  brigade  will 
inundate  the  area  with  friendly  forces.  However,  onoe  theBe  forces  have 
slimmed  down,  the  enemy  returns  and  begins  the  cycle  again.  To  end  the  prob¬ 
lem,  such  ambushes  must  be  foreseen,  and  eliminated  before  they  strike. 

(c)  Recommendation  1  Good  intelligence  and  economy  of  force  must 
be  the  guides  of  the  securing  unit.  Various  ways  of  securing  roads  without 
committing-  a  large  force  arat  beefing  up  convoy  security  elements  with  armor? 
armored  sweeps;  outposting  the  roads  with  infantry  at  key  locations;  exten¬ 
sive  visual  reconnaissance  by  hunter-killer  teams?  and  establish  friendly 
ambushes  near  likely  ambush  sites.  In  addition,  all  forces  used  employ  a 
random  schedule,  avoiding  regular  patterns. 

(6)  Land  Clearing  Operations. 

(a)  Observation!  Rome  Plows  are  often  exposed  without  armored  and 
infantry  forces  acting  as  security, 

(b)  Evaluation!  As  the  use  and  effectiveness  of  Rome  Plow  operat¬ 
ions  increases  and  the  enemy  beoomes  more  aware  of  this  throat,  the  amount 
of  enemy  harassment  is  alsa  likely  to  become  greater. 

(c)  Recommendation!  It  is  imperative  that  ground  reconnaissance 
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operations  be  oonduoted  before  and  during  Rome  Plow  cutB.  Such  security 
measures  should  detect  enemy  presents*  and  prevent  surprise  attacks  on  the 
plows. 


(7)  VC  Booby  Tran a. 

(a)  Observation t  Units  conducting  patrols  have  found  grenades 
half  submerged  in  mud  with- pins  pulled.  The  grenades  are  placed  upaida- 
doim  and  will  detonate  if  disturbed  in  any  manner.  They  have  been  found 
high  banks  and  streams  that  were  difficult  to  cross  and  had  only  one  or 
two  onossing  sites.  They  have  also  been  found  in  the  ehnde  of  troos  about 
one  foot  aw-y  from  the  base  of  the  tree,  so  an  individual  seeking  the  shado 
of  the  tree  would  detonate  the  grennde. 

(b)  Evaluation!  To  prevent  casualties,  all  small  unit  leaders 
should  be  advised  of  VC  use'  of  such  booby  traps. 

(0)  Reoonmendationt  That  a  comprehensive  list  of  booby  traps  loc¬ 
ated  in  n  division  area  be  distributed  to  unit  leaders  and  continually  up¬ 
dated. 


(8)  daylight  Ambushes  and  Stalker  Operations. 

(a)  Observation!  As  eneay  activity  steadily  haB  decreased,  the 
stalker/ambush  operation  has  proven  to  be  the  most  suoasseful  teohniqur*  for 
finding  th*  enemy. 

(b)  Evaluation i  Daylight  operations  center  on  the  stalker  oper¬ 
ation  and  daylight  ambushes,.  As  enemy  activity  in  the  AO  decreases  and  he 
becomes  less  willing  to  stand  and  fight,  increased  stealth  has  boon  necess¬ 
ary  to  detect  the  VC.  The  use  of  daylight  anbuahes  has  proven  successful 

in  intercepting  enemy  who  attempt  to  flea  tha  area  ahead  of  the  Btalker  ele¬ 
ment  . 


(0)  Recommendation!  That  all  division  elements  consider  the  use 
of  daylight  ambushes  in  conjunction  with  stalker  operations. 

(9)  Controlling-  VC  Movement,  in  larpo  Jungles', 

(a)  Observation!  It  ie  dirricult  to  locate  ond  atop  the  movoment 
of  small  group's  of  VC  in  .the  Catcher's  Mitt,  a  largo  are*  of  primarily  jun¬ 
gle  terrain. 

(b)  Evaluation!  A  technique  was  developed  to  detect  and  react  to 
this  movement.  The  airborne  personnel  detector  (Bloodhound)  was  used  every 
day  that  aircraft  were  available.  Aerial  observation  was  provided  by  USAF 
forward  sir  controllers  (PAC)  .  the  LOR  pilot  from  s  hunter-killer  team,  and 
on  artillery  observer  in  the  Bloodhound  ship.  When  the  VC  were  detected  by 
any  of  these  moans,  a  prompt  response  was  possible  ueing  artillery,  air 
strikes,  the  cobra  from  the  hunter-killer  team,  the  PAC  aircraft  rockets,  or 
the  maohineguns  mounted  on  the  helicopters.  -If  dictated  by  the  nature  of  the 
target,  troops  ware  Inserted  in  the  target  ares.  This  technique  provided  a 
reliable  and  rapid  means  of  reducing  VC  movement  through  large  jungle  areas. 

(c)  Recommendation!  That  other  SWAP  use  this  technique  iru  large 
jungle  areas. 

a.  (C)  Training. 

(1  )  Snlner  Training. 

(a)  Observation.!  Limited  ranges  and  fialds  of  fire,  especially  in 
jungle  ambushes,  have  limited  the  effectiveness  of  snipers. 

(b)  Evaluation!  Ambush  positions  near  roads,  Rome  Plow  cuts, 
streams  and  open  fields  proved  the  best  locations  for  snipers;  however, 
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ambushes  should  not  have  thoir  selection  baaed  on  sniper  capabilities  alone. 

(0)  Raoonaendntinnt  All  members  of  an  ambush,  especially  the  small 
unit  leader,  should  be  trained  in  sniper  techniques  to  insure  that  snipers 
are  positioned  as  advantageously  as  possible,  Such  training  can  be  conducted 
at  the  brigade  or  battalion  level. 

(2)  MOS  Training. 

(a)  Observation!  The  constant  flux  of  skilled  signal  personnel  dua 
to  rotation  requirements  produces  above  average  training  needs. 

(b)  Evaluation!  lhe  need  to  shift  resources  and  fullfill  rotation 
dates  requires  a  constant  source  of  MOS  trained  personnel  to  operate  and 
maintain  sophisticated  signal  equipment.  It  has  been  found  that  the  short 
MOS  refresher  course  provided  by  tha  1st  Signal  Brigade  at  Long  Binh  is  an 
excellent  remedy. 

(o)  Recommendation!  That  the  facilities  at  Long  Binh  bo  expanded 
to  provide  additional  quotas  for  Division  Signal  Battalion  and  tactical-siae 
unit's  MOS. 

(3)  In  Country  Aviation  Training. 

(a)  Observation!  The  Aviation  Battalion  is  experiencing  an  in¬ 
crease  in  the  number  of  night  air  nisaians. 

(b)  Evaluation!  The  increased  number  of  night  missions  being  per¬ 
formed  by  the  battalion  indicated  a  need  for  more  emphasis  on  night  train¬ 
ing,  especially  when  flying  under  marginal  weather  conditions. 

(c)  Recommendation!  That  emphasis  be  placed  on  night  flying  during 
the  initial  in-countiy  orientation  and  currency  ride,  A  minimum  of  one  hour 
should  be  flown  at  night  during  the  orientation. 

d.  (C)  Intelligence. 

(1 )  Mine  Reporting. 

(a)  Observation!  Frequently  Intelligence  Summaries  roport  the  same 
mine  incident  twica  at  different  locations, 

(b)  Evaluation!  When  a  mine  is  detected  by  a  mine  sweep  team, it 
is  reported  through  the  1st  Engineer  Battalion  TOC.  The  security  element  of 
the  mine  sweep  operation  also  sends  in  a  mine  report,  but  through  his  bat¬ 
talion  headquarters.  When  both  reports  reach  G2,  it  frequently  appears  that 
two  different  nine  incidents  have  occurred  since  slightly  different  coordi¬ 
nates  are  sometimes  reported. 

(c)  Recommendation!  That  mine  incident  reports  resulting  from 
sweep  operations  be  routed  through  the  1st  Engineer  Battalion  TOC. 


a. 

(u) 

Logistical  None 

f. 

00 

Organization!  None 

s. 

(c) 

Pacification. 

(D 

VCI  Hamlet  Team. 

(a)  Observation!  Some  hamlets  in  Thu  Due  required  additional  work 
to  bring  up  their  HES  ratings. 

(b)  Evaluation!  The  2-18  Inf  is  employing  a  VCI  hamlat  team  con¬ 
sisting  of  o  US  personnel,  3  Kit  Carson  Scouts,  one  national  policeman,  and 
one  interpreter.  The  team  works  with  one  hamlet  for  an  extended  period  of 
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tine  to  break  tho  VO  contact  with  their  supporters  in  the  h&nleta,  to  detect 
and  neutralize  VCI  and  sympathizers,  to  provide  increased  security,  and  to 
gain  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  people  irt  tho  hamlat. 

(0)  Reoomneodationi  Other  battalions  with  a  paoifioation  nission 
should  considor  tho'uae  of  a  Hamlet  Team. 

h.  (C)  fltheri  ,  Combined-  03/ ARVN  Operations  -  (DONG  TIEN). 

(1)  Command , mid  Control. 

'  (a)  Observation!  Delegation  of  authority  in  many  ARVN  units  is 

limited. 


(b)  Evaluation!  Praotioally  all  dooisions  affooting  the  ARVN  bat¬ 
talion  are  node  by  the  battalion  oomnandar,  tittle  in  the  wny  of  planning 
can  ho  aooocplished  in  his  absence.  He  is  reluotont  to  perait  individual 
company  operations  away  from  the  ?SB. 

(0)  Keoonnendatlorti  Commanders  should  anticipate  this  and  init¬ 
ially  attempt  to  ensure-  the  battalion  commander's  presence  whenever  aotions 
r.ro  taken  to  demonstrate  the  benefits  of  decentralization  of  decision  making. 


(2)  Fire  Support  Bases. 

(a)  Observation!  Difficulties  were  encountered  in  pinpointing  ARVN 
personnel  locations. 

(b)  Evaluation!  ARVN  units  continually  have  unscheduled  woodcutting 
and  water  carrying  details  wondering  outside  of  the  NDP,  and  washing  details 
in  and  t-round  neighboring  villages.  These  forms  of  uncharted  movement  out¬ 
side  the  NDP  and  in  the  proximity  of  US  road  security  forces  require  a  max¬ 
imum  control  of  US  fires  and  virtually  preclude  test  firing  of  weapons  or 
reconnaissance  by  fire. 


(o)  Recommendation!  All  US  elements  in  the  proximity  of  ARVN  units 
must  be  informed  of  their  suspected  location.  US  unite  must  not  engage  any 
target  without  previous  positive  identification.  For  the  teot  firing  of 
weapons  as  well  aa  useful  training,  a  range • and  berm  can  be  constructed. 

(3)  Porinoter  Defense. 

(a)  Observation!  Significant  differences  were  noted  in  the  conduct 
of  NDP  perimeter  defense. 


(bj  Evaluation 1  ARVN  believes  in  saturation  ambushes  and  LPa  around 
the  perimeter  aa  opposed  to  our  piaptioe.  of  a  1000  meter  stand  of£  which 
iS  maximum  uae  .or  artille 


sure 


mum  uae0§F°artiIleryI  ''ffils'has  caused^blockage’to  ’our  firing  def 


cons. 


(0)  Recommendation!  Each  unit  at  the  evening  briefing,  the  Arty  DO 
briefs  the  proposed  fire  plan  for  the  NDP  and  explains  why  defcons  anu  counter 
mortar  grids  cannot  be  fired  -  normally  due  to  the  proximity  of  ARVN  APs. 

This  serves  as  an  excellent  vehicle  to  begin  discussing  our  defense  SOP  of 
a  w*ll  of  firo,’ 

(4)  Control. 

(a)  Observation!  Locations  of  ARVN  Companies  are  often  reported 
incorrectly. 

(b)  Evaluation!  There  is  a  tendency  of  ARVN  companies  to  float 
out  of  predesignated  AOs  and,  in  general,  not  be  exactly  where  they  are  re¬ 
portedly  located. 

(0)  Recommendation!  The  S3  enn  moke  certain  that  the  AO  boundaries 
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on  the  ARVN  battalion  commander's  oap  an  drawn  oorreotly.  The  aocurato 
reporting  of  looations  should  be  a  oonstant  topic  of  conversation  between 
battalion  oonmonders,  Joint  'VRs  with  the  U3  33  or  commander  and  the  ARVlt 
battalion  commander  during  whioh  the  latter  haw  had  his  troops  pop  smoke 
to  identify  tneir  locations,  have  affectively  brought  the  point  hone  that 
ARM  company  commanders  are  not  accurately  nporting  their  locations.  Making 
a  LOH  available  to 'the  ARVN  battalion  oonmander  aids  in  this  respools  la 
addition,  this  tends  to  make  him  more  independent  and  readily  inclined  to 
start  enall  unit  operations  in  the  interior  of  the  Ai). 

(5)  Communications. 


(a)  Observation*  Communication*  between  co-equal  commanders  poses 
a  serious  problem. 

(b)  Evaluation  Communications  and  support  between  tho  two  but- 
tolion  commanders  and  their  staffs  has  beon  a  key  to  the  success  of  overy 
joint  operation. 

(c)  iiecommondatiom  A  combined  TOC,  combined  briefing,  and  a 
daily  combined  operations  coordination  meeting  are  .essential  so  that  both 
sides  know  what  the  other  is  doing.  Of  extreme  iaportanoa  is  keopingthe 
US  advisor  informed  and  actually  participating. 

(6)  Anbuehea. 

(a)  Observation*  ARVN  units  have  been  using  anbusheB  in  plaoe  of 
fire  support  rather  than  using  them  to  interdict  enemy  movement. 

(b)  Evaluation*  To  date,  ARVN  ambushes  have  not  been  ambushes  in 
the  true  senso  of  the  word,  lhey  serve  primarily  as  security  points  pro¬ 
tecting  NDPs  or  company  HONs. 

(c)  Recommendation!  Joint  discussion  and  exploration,  can  improve 
the  utilization  of  ARVN  ambush  assets  *0  that  they  are'more  offensively 
oriented. 

(7 )  Search  Techniques. 

(a)  Observation*  ARVN's  ability  to  search  bunkers  and  locate 
caches  aeens  to  be  equal  'or  better  than  that  of  US  units. 

(b)  Evaluation*  The  ARVNb  have  displayed  a  good  ability  to  oon- 
duct  detailed  searches  of  specific  areas.  They  know  how  to  recognise  poss¬ 
ible  cache  sitos  and  tunnel  complexes. 

(c)  Reooamendatlon*  ARVN  search  capabilities  should  bo  exploited  . 
Additionallj,  U3  commanders  should  ask  ARVN  for  training  in  this  araaj  we 
oan  learn  from  them  too, 

(8)  Fire  Support  Training. 

(a)  Observation*  Training  of  ARVN  artillery  units  is  below  U3 
standards  in  some  fields, 

(b)  Evaluation*  Prior  to  beginning  the  integration  of  the  ARVN 
artillery  unit,  the  sponsoring  US  artillery  battalion  S3  should  evaluate 
the  state  of  training  of  the  battery.  ARVN  battalions  will  probably  need 
training  in  the  following  areas  prior  to  assigning  them  an.  operational  miss¬ 
ion  in  support  of  US/ARW  integrated ’maneuver  foroes* 

Airlift  and  air  mobility  training. 

2  Radar  registration. 
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t  *  3  U3  field  artillery  tactics  and  techniques. 

“  1 

(0)  Recommendation!  Brief  training  programs  should  be  initiated 
it)  the  above  areas  for  ARVN  batteries.  The  regular  ARVN  batteries  are  al¬ 
ready  performing  their  direot  support  role  and  are  usually  very  competent, 
lhua,  care  should  be  taken  not  to  injure  the  pride  or  feelings  of  ARVN  per¬ 
sonnel. 

(9)  Artillery  Command  and  Control. 

(a)  US/ARVN  oommand  and  control  coordination  has  put  a  strain  on 
interpreters. 

(b)  Evaluation!  The  most  complicated  problem  m  combined  artillery 
operations  is  effective  command  and  control.  The  use  of  ordinary  interprot- 
ero  .'a  not  satisfactory  because  of  the  lack  of  knowledge  of  technical  artill¬ 
ery  terminology,  tactica,  and  techniques. 

(c)  Recommendation!  This'  problem  of  language  con  only  bo  overcome 
by  employing  English-speaking  ARVN  artillerymen  as  follows! 

1_  Maneuver  Battalion  level  1  In  the  joint  US/ARVN  maneuver  bat¬ 
talion  TOC,  an  ARVN  artillery  liaison  team  is  required  for  exchange  of  in¬ 
formation  of  friondly  positions  and  schema  Qf  maneuver.  In  addition,  requests 
for  fire  from  ARVN  maneuver  companies  must  bo  translated  into  English  before 
being  sent  to  the  US  artillery  battalion  TOC  since  US  RTOs  speak  only  Eng¬ 
lish. 


t  *  2  Direct  support  artillery  battalion  level i  An  ARVN  liaison 

team  in  the  artillery  battalion  TOC  is  required  to  advise  the  S3  on  ARVN 
maneuver  and  artillery  tactics,  post  ARVN  artillery  air  data,  relay  fire 
commands  to  the  ARVN  battery,  and  to  obtain  and  for-'ard.  appropriate  clear¬ 
ances  to  firo  to  tha  ARVN  battery. 

(10)  Ammunition  Supply  Rate. 

(a)  Observation!  The  ARVN  artillery  batteries  have  an  extremely 
low  ASH  in  comparison  to  a  US  battery. 

(b)  llooopmapdatlo.it  ThiB  fact  must  be  carefully  weighed  by  tha  US 
battalion  S3  when  recommending  future  positioning  of  the  ARVN  battery.  Un¬ 
til  such  time  as  their  ASR  is  increased  to  that  level  given  to  US  batteries, 
the  ARVN  battery  should  be  oo-looated  with  a  US  105  direct  support  battery 
to  insure  adequate  artillery  support  of  the  US/ARVN  maneuver  forces  within, 
range. 


(11)  Communications. 

(a)  Observation!  Communications  with  ARVN  artillery  poses  a  ser¬ 
ious  problem  because  of  the  -shortage  of  radios  in  the  battery,  and  the  age 
and  condition  of  existing  equipment. 

(b)  Evaluation!  A  Battery,  51st  Artillery  had  1  VRC-34  and  2  PRC- 
25  radios  on  hand  and  operational)  the  VR17  was  in  depot  maintenance)  the  VRC- 
34  was  used  in  the  CT  role  for  administrative  traffic.  The  2  FRC-25B  were 
loth  used  in  the  5th  Diviaion  Artillery  command  and  fire  net.  It  is  on  ARVN 

•  ••  policy  to  rotate  the  PRC-25s  every  3  hours  to  preserve  equipment  and  battery 
life.  The  ARVN  battery  commander  had  to  monitor  his  DivArty  C&F  net,  ao 
could  not  communioate  on  the  fire  frequency  assigned  by  the  US  artillery 
battalion  S3,  This  problem  was  solved  by  allowing  the .battery  to  continue 
to  monitor  its  division's  net,  with  the  understanding  that  once  it  had  de¬ 
ployed  to  the  field,  it  would  monitor,  only  the  fire  frequenoy  assigned  by 
the  US  3d  Bn,  33*  Artillery. 
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(a)  Recommendation!  This  problem  is  being  presented  through  ARVN 
oommand  and  MACV  advisor  channels' to  allow  the  battery  to  operate  and  com¬ 
municate  on  the  fraquenoy  assigned.  In  future  combined  operations  of  this 
type,  all  questions  concerning  command  and  control  of  the  ARVN  artillery 
unit  should  b  0  completely  resolved  before  the  ARVN  battery  begins  operat¬ 
ions. 


(12)  Fire  Support  Coordination. 

(»)  Observation!  Coordination  at  battalion  level  was  lacking  at 

times. 

(b)  Evaluation!  Contact  missions  within  range  of  ARVN  aortara 
have  been  fired  without  coordination  with  the  battalion  artillery  I»0, 

(c)  Recommendation!  A  complete  understanding  of  centralized 
control  of  the  fire  support  base  in  the  case  of  a  standoff  or  ground  attacks 
is  essential.  A  complete  SOP  must  be  formulated  to  establish  control  of 
fires,  accurate  reporting  of  the  situation  to  the  combined  TOC,  emergency 
signals  and  the  employment  of  cloae-in  defensive  measures. 

(13)  Intelligence. 

(a)  Observation  1  Lateral  flow  of  information  is  too  slow. 

(b)  Evaluation.!  During  the  initial  phases  of  Operation  'X)NG  TIEN, 
lateral  reporting  of  intelligence  information  by  the  ARVN  unit  to  the  coop¬ 
erating  US  unit  was  not  timely,  due  to  differences  in 'language  and. admin¬ 
istrative  procedures. 

(c)  Recommendation!  Close  coordination  at  each  echelon  to  insure 
proper  mating  of  intelligence  reporting  channels  and  procedures  prior  to 
commencement  of  joint  operations  is  essential  to  insure  the  timely  flow  of 
information, 

(14)  Reporting  of  Tactical  Intelligence. 

(a)  Observation!  The  reporting  procedure  of  tactical  field  in¬ 
telligence  gathered  by  ARVN  troops  should  be  made  immediately  available  to 
OS  units  during  combined  operations. 

(b)  Evaluation!  ‘  The  ARVN  advisor  holdo  the  key  to  this  solution. 
Initial  readouts  from  the  field  have  to  oorae  from  him.  The  final  wrap-up 
can  be  un  exchange  of  information  between  the  respective  S2». 

(c)  Recommendation!  Establishing  good  rapport  between  the  US 
commander,  his  ARVN  opposite,  and  the  advisor  is  a  prerequisite  of  success 
and  must  be  given  priority  of  effort, 

(15)  Aerial  Resupply. 

(a)  Observation!  Aerial  resupply  difficulties  were  noted  with 
ARVN  units. 

(b)  Evaluation!  ARVN  is  neither  trained  nor  equijtSd  for  aerial 
resupply.  Specifically  ARVN  is  short  airlift  equipment,  slings,  etc.  Soma 
confusion  hae  been  noted  in  moving  supplies  off  the  helipad  area  to  other 
locations  in  the  firs  support  base. 

(0)  Recommendation!  The  training  inadequacy  was  solved  by  classes 
given  at  Lai  Kho  by  the  pathfinders  from  the  1st  Aviation.  Battalion  on  rig¬ 
ging  and  outloading  for  resupply  by  helicopter  (one  CH-47  was  made  available 
for  this  class).  Sling  equipment  was  provided  from  brigade  assets.  The 
importance  of  prior  planning  in  requesting  aircraft  was  stressed, 
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Uh,  Hy  II  FFORCKV,  APO  San  Francisco  96266 

-hitU:  Commanding  General,  US  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVHGC(DST),  aPG  96375 

Commander-In-Chief ,  US  Army  Pacific,  ATTN:  GFOP-DT,  APO  96558 

To:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department,  of  the 

Arny,  Washington,  D.C  20310 

This  headquarters  has  reviewed  and  concurs  with  the  Operational  Report- 
reasons  Learned  of  the 
July  I969* 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


3# 
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AVHGC-DST  (29  Aug  69)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  let  Infantry  Division  for  Period  Ending 
31  July  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  •  i?  OCT  19B9 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  July  1969  from  Headquarters,  1st  infantry 
Division. 

2.  (C)  Comments  follow: 

a.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "VC  Booby  Traps,"  section  II,  page  23, 
paragraph  2b(7);  concur.  A  USARV  study  is  presently  being  conducted  which  will 
result  in  a  comprehensive  list  of  enemy  mines  and  booby  traps  employed  in  KVN. 

b.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "MQS  Training,"  section  II,  page  24, 
paragraph  2c(2)j  nonconcur.  The  signal  school  facilities  do  not  require  expan¬ 
sion,  however,  some  reorientation  to  meet  the  needs  of  field  units  may  be  in 
order.  Areas  recommended  for  additional  stress  by  units  should  be  addressed  to 
this  headquarters,  ATTN:  AVHGG-Ff. 

c.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  "Logbooks,"  Tab  7,  section  II,  page  7, 
paragraph  2f(ll);  concur.  The  recommendation  is  valid.  The  recording  of  pre¬ 
mature  component  failures  on  DA  Form  2408-15  is  in  contradiction  with  TM  38-750, 
which  requires  the  failure  to  be  recorded  on  DA  Form  2408-1 o  and  reported  as  an 
EIR.  The  unit  has  been  advised  of  this  deficiency. 

d.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  "0H-6A  LOH,"  TaB  7,  section  II,  page  7, 
paragraph  2f(l2);  nonconcur.  The  unit  has  been  advised  to  submit  an  Ej.R  which 
in  turn  will  initiate  a  study  and  an  evaluation  by  U5AAVSC0M,  St  Louis,  ,a.ssouri. 

HA 

c.  U. 

iL1,  A‘  r  l 

Assistant  Adjutant  General 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


Cy  furn: 

1st  Inf  Div 
II  FFV 


ja 
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GPOP-DT  (29  Aug  69)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECT;  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  1st  Infantry  Division 
for  Period  Ending  31  July  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  24  OCT  6 9 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department 
of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


C.  1.  SHORTT 
CPT,  AGC 
Aiit  AG 
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HKPATOMSIC  OF  THE  ARMY 

Indqautsrs,  1st  Infantry  Division  Support  Command 
APO  San . Francisco  96545 


AVD3-WW-AT 


4  August  1969 


XfilJECTi  Operational  Report  of  Support  Command  for  period  ending 
51  July  1969,  RCS  CSFOR  65  (RI)  (u) 


\  vnnding  General 
'at  infantry  Division 
..TTNi  AVIS -I  (MHD) 

.20  96545 


1.  (C)  SECTION  1.  OPERATIONS)  SIGNIFICANT  ACTIVITIES 

(a)  Support  Command  continued  to  support  the  1st  Infantry  Division  ar.d 
attached  units  from  established  base  camps  at  D1  An,  Lai  Khe,  Phu  Loi  and 
Dai  Tieng  during  Phase  III  of  Operation  Toan  Thang. 

(b)  1st  Supply  &  Transport  Battalion* 

(1)  Beginning  late  in  the  previous  reporting  period,  and  continuinr 
ti.rcugh  5  June,  personnel  from  the  1st  Supply  and  Transport  Battalion  were 
.stationed  at  Dong  Xoai  (17  Apr  -  15  May)  and  PSPB  Bunard  (16  May  -  5  Jun)  to 
provide  support  for  Phase  II  of  the  road  clearing  operation  from  Dong  Xoai  to 
Song  Bo.  Operating  initially  from  Dong  Xoai,  unit  personnel  later  displaced 
to  PSPB  Bunard  to  provide  supply  support  in  Class  I,  IltVII,  and  III,  and 
Graves  Registration  services  at  both  locations,  with  back  up  support  in  all 
ar.5&3  available  from  Ri  An.  Heavy  requirements  for  barrier  mat  oriels  and 
associated  engineer  materiel  continued  to  be  experloaoe,  necessitating  frequent, 
often  daily,  convoy  operations  from  Di  An  to  Dong  Xoai  and  Bunard  with  termi¬ 
nation  of  the  oporation  and  subsequent  assumption  of  control  of  the  newly  cleared 
road  by  ARVN,  Supply  and  Transport  personnel  deactivated  the  forward  activity 
and  were  returned  to  Di  An. 

(2)  In  mid-June,  1st  Supply  and  Transport  Battalion  reoeived  the  require¬ 
ment  to  establish  a  Forward  Support  Seotion  at  Dau  Tieng  as  a  result  of  the  1st 
Infantry  Division  assumption  of  tactical  responsibility  for  the  entire  Micholin. 
On  50  June  a  fully  operational  FSS  was  activated  at  Dau  Tieng,  providing  supply 
support  in  Class  I,  II&VII,  and  III,  and  Graves  Registration  services  to  1st 
Infantry  Division  elements  operating  frcm  Dau  Tieng  and  satellited  NDP/FSPB. 

Back  up  support  is  provided  free  DI  An  for  all  classes  of  supply,  making  regular 
convoy  operations  mandatory. 

(3)  Throughout  the  reporting  period,  the  Battalion's  POL  "jump  teams"  were 
utilized  on  a  continuing  basis.  Continuing  land  clearing  operations,  as  well 

ns  road  clearing  operations  in  the  Song  Be  corridor  required  placement  of  jump 
■  vans  at  FSFB  Mon3,  west  of  Dai  Khe,  While  primarily  operatic  in  support  of  the 
land  clearing  teams,  the  jump  teams  provided  additional  POL  support  for  all 
veniclcs. 

(4)  Work  has  continued  on  the  1st  Supply  and  Transport  sector  of  the  Di  An 
C  peri/  eter.  New  perimeter  lights  and  poles  have  been  installed  and  are 

ev.->>„tini  reooipt  of  generators  to  beexsao  operational.  With  the  advent  of  the 
monsoon  season,  extensive  work  has  been  required  to  keep  fields  of  fire  onen 
and  free  from  obstruetive  foliage.  Additional  work  within  the  wire,  to  include 
replacement  of  old  fougasses  installation  of  a  greater  number  of  trip  flares  and 
passive  detection  devices  has  bean  undertaken.  Planned  improvements  in  process 
■.i  implementation  include  construction  of  "stand-off"  screens  of  chain  link  fence 
front  of  each  bunker  in  the  Supply  and  Transport  sector.  Hither  work  is  in 
progress  on  perimeter  communications  in  an  effort  to  provide  a  system  of  fail- 
"onmand  communications  between  line  bunkers,  command  bunkers,  and  obser¬ 
vation  tower. 

DOWNGRADED  AT  3  YEAR  INTERVALS; 
DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  TEARS. 

DOD  Dll  5200.10 
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(5)  During  tho  quarter,  the  battalion  was  oallsd  upon  to  moat  heavy  trans¬ 
portation  requirements  throughout  the  division's  aroa  of  operation*  Cooait- 
ments  inoludod  troop  moves,  transport  of  POL  and  eupplioa,  and  retrograde 
movement  of  salvago  natariol.  Total  mileage  recorded  by  the  battalion  during  tho 
quarter  was  205,298  miles,  a  slight  increase  over  tho  previous  quartor.  Tho 
total  miloago,  howover,  represents  a  significant  increase  per  vehicle  duo  to 
losses  inourred  as  a  result  of  age/miloage  washouts,  maintenance  down  tine,  per¬ 
sonnel  and  repair  parts  availability*  With  tho  establishment  of  Lau  Tieng  PSS, 
tonnage  moved  forward  has  increased  significantly  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
reporting  period. 

(6)  The  battalion  training  program,  established  during  the  previous  quarter 
in  response  to  division  requirements,  oontinued  throughout  the  current  quarter. 
Command  information,  character  guidance  and  mission  related  subject  areas  wee: 
preoonted.  Turing  the  latter  part  of  tho  quarter,  classes  wore  conducted  with  the 
assistance  of  the  division  SJA  covering  ohangos  to  the  TJCMJ  and  their  effect 
upon  individual  rights  and  protections.  A  series  of  special  classes  followed  by 

a  written  exam  was  conducted  emphasizing  safety  practices  related  to  all  areas 
of  individual  and  organizational  aotivitica.  FUthor  emphasis  on  safety  was 
provided  through  safety  seminars  for  all  NCO's  of  tho  battalion. 

(7)  The  battalion  continued  operation  of  the  Di  An  (South)  Post  Exchange 
during  the  reporting  period.  A  general  program  of  renovation,  stock  reloear  -n, 
and  enlargement  of  existing  storage  facilities,  inatituod  last  quarter,  co;v.~med 
throughout  the  current  reporting  period. 

(8)  Divisional  strength  supported  by  tho  1st  Supply  and  Transport  Battalion 
during  the  quarter  averaged  21,685  men.  Stockage  levels  maintained  by  tho 
battalion  for  Class  I,  and  III  items  in  support  of  the  division  were  a3  follows  1 


(l)  Class  I«  Bation 

A  Component 
B  Component 
C  Component 
D  Component 


Stock  objective 
3  days 
14  days 
5  days 
5  days 


(2)  Class  IHi  Produot 
JP-4 
AVGAS 
MOGAS 
DIESEL 


Stook  objective 
T600O0 
11200 
49000 
75000 


(3)  Tonnage  moved  forward  to  divisional  elements  5 


Class  I  -  3806.30  tons 
Class  II&VII  -  2028.90  tons 
Class  III  -  23403.50  tons 


On  Hand 
66313  ration 
N/A 

66653  ration 
488  ration 

On  Hand 
235foO~ 
29000 
69500 
110500 


(c)  1st  Medical  3attalion» 

(1)  During  tho  reporting  period,  the  1st  Medical  Battalion  oontinued 
to  provide  division  and  unit  level  medical  service  to  all  unita  of  the  1st 
Infantry  Division  and  supporting  units. 

(2)  Headquarters  and  Co  A  supported  2nd  Bde  and  provided  aroa  support 
from  its  location  in  tho  Di  An  Base  Camp.  In  addition  to  this  support, 
loadquartors  and  Co  A  actively  engaged  in  the  ICAP  Program-.  During  this  period 
a  total  of  fifty-two  (52)  ICAPS  were  conducted.  On  these  ICAPS  a  total 
exceeding  5,000  patients  were  seen.  From  19  May  to  25  May  1969  Hoadquarters 
and  Co  A  trained  two  (2)  AHVN  medical  personnel  in  medical  procedures. 


(3)  Company  B  provided  division  level  support  to  2nd  Ede  units  at  Di  An 
Base  Camp  from  the  beginning  of  the  period  until  23  June  1969.  On  12  March 
1969  a  thirty  (30)  man  element  from  Co  B  moved  overland  to  Quan  Loi  and  estab¬ 
lished  a  forward  medical  clear" ’ig  faciliv;  :.r.  exjunction  with  Co  B,  15th  Medic. 
Bn.  This  facility  was  set  up  to  support  l;.i  I  ue  troops  operating  in  this  aroa. 

On  20  Juno  1969  this  facility  was  closed  and  the  forward  element  returned  to 
Di  An  Base  Camp.  On  23  Juno  1969  Co  B  moved  overland  to  Dau  Tieng  Base  vamp 
whore  they  sot  up  a  complete  medical  company  treatment  facility  to  support  1st  B->. 
troops  in  the  base  camp  and  outlaying  aroa.  This  facility  was  comdetelv 
operational  on  26  Juno  1969.  ^ 
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from  Lai  Khe. to  Ding  Xoai  and  then  to  Bunhrd  and  established  a'firwprd  radical 
clearly  facility.  The  pur.poso  of  thi3  element^was  to  support  tho  1st  Bdo  units 
clearing  tho  road  to  Song  Be.  On  5  Juno  1969  the  clement  returned  to  Lai  Khe. 


(4)  Co  C  supported  .3rd i3.sk 
in  Lai'  Kfco'  S4sd‘  Ctmi  Ch 


(5)  Company  D  supported  1st  Bdo  units  from  its  location  in  tho  Lai  Khc 
Baso  Camp  and  provided  support  for  the  Lai  Kho  Village  Dispensary. 

(0)  701 at  Maintenance  Battalioni 


(l)  Prom  1  May  1969  to  31  July  1969  battalion  units  continued  to  support 
tho  1st  Infantry  Division  and  attached  units  from  Di  An,  Lai  Kho  and  Phu  Loi. 

One  major  change  has  occurred  during  tho  quarter.  The  first  Brigade  was  relocated 
fra.  the  ^ian  Loi  base  comp  to  tho  Dau  Ticng  base  camp  on  5  June  1969.  A  contact 
toan  was  sent  from  Company  D  to  support  the  1st  Brigade  elements  in  this  area. 

It  consisted  of  two  officers  and  twenty-seven  men  from  the  armament,  electronics 
and  track/automotive  sootion  and  a  Vehicle  Tank  Recovery  crew.  Special  contact 
teams  and  technical  assistance  teams  wore  dispatched  as  required  to  field  and  bf.se 
camp  locations.  Battalion  totals  of  jobs  completed  and  tons  of  equipment  moved 
are  included  as  inclosure  1.  Tho  major  operation  supported  was  Phase  III  of  '■’oan 
Thang. 


(2)  Maintenance  and  Supply  Operations  1 

(a)  Company  A  (Main  Support )i  During  the  period  1  May  19 69  to  31  July 
1969.  Company  A  continued  to  support  non-brigade  units  located  in  the  Di  An  - 
Phu  Loi  area  and  provide  back-up  support  to  the  forward  support  companies. 

Hnphasis  continued  in  the  Tech  Supply  area  with  tho  turn-in  of  many  tons  of  excess 
serviceable  supplies  tho  major  accomplishment.  Even  with  the  reduction  to  ,600 
linos  stocked,  over  5 0$  of  the  lines  remained  at  zero  balance, 

(b)  Company  B:  Company  3  continued  to  support  the  2d  Brigade  and 
attached  units  from  its  location  at  Di  An  baso  camp.  During  the  first  portion  of 
tho  quarter  the  primary  mission  was  the  preparation  of  supported  units  for  a 
possible  VC  offensive.  Company  B  continued  to  have  maintenance  responsibility  for 
the  100KW  generators  at  key  bridge  3itos.  Frequent  liaison  and  technical  assist¬ 
ance  visits  to  tho  sites  insured  maximum  operational  time  for  those  vital  pieces 
of  equipment.  The  rainy  season  increased  tho  number  of  recovery  operations.  V/ith 
the  transfer  of  ground  surveillance  radar  responsibility  to  Division  Artillery, 

B  Company  expanded  its  signal  section  to  moot  the  additional  work  load. 

(c)  Company  C:  Company  C  continued  to  support  the  3d  Brigade  and 
attached  units  from  its  location  at  lei  Kho  base  camp.  In  addition,  the  support 

of  tho  1st  Engineer  Battalion  and  HHC  l3t  Infantry  Division  was  acquired.  C  Cor.  .ry 
provided  support  for  tho  Song  Be  road  opening  operation.  A  contact  team  of  one 
officer  and  six  enlisted  men  accompanied  the  1/16  Mechanized  Infantry  Battalion 
and  provided  DS  service  on  site. 

(d)  Company  D:  Company  D  continued  to  support  tho  1st  Brigade  and  non¬ 
brigade  units  at  Lai  Kho  baso  comp  during  this  period.  On  5  June  1969  the  1st 
Brigade  moved  to  tho  Dau  Ticng  baso  camp.  A  contact  toan  consisting  of  one  officer 
and  27  enlisted  men,  to  include  a  VTR,  wore  sent  to  Dau  Ticng  to  provide  support. 
Supporting  a  brigade  in  two  widely  separated  locations  over  an  unsecured  road 

has  caused  many  problems  in  tho  area  of  supply. 

(e)  Company  Ej  Company  E  continued  to  perform  its  primaiy  mission. of 
'v'ect  support  aircraft  and  aircraft  supply  within  tho  1st  Division.  No  major 

^rations  wore  conducted  during  tho  quarter.  Withdrawal  of  the  contact  team 
'  •  Lai  Khe  to  Phu  Loi  was  accomplished  without  adverse  effect  on  LOH  ar  - 
ability,  Tho  inoroasod  demand  for  on  site  maintenance  generated  by  removal 
tho  contact  team  was  3mall,  howevo".  unc  additional  capability  within  the  unit 
was  significant  in  terms  of  majihru*  uv>'lizatioi. 

(3)  Logistics  1 

(a)  Company  As  A'ig...'  .  u.iprcrvcncn-j  in  -he  company  area  included 

new  showers  for  tho  enlisted  non,  concrete  sidewalks  for  a  large  portion  cf  tho 
oospany  area,  a  new  tower  and  bunker  built  by  tho  east  gate,  and  an  addition  to 
tiic  company  supply  room. 
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(b)  Company  Bt  In  anticipation  of  the  upcoming  monsoon  season,  150 
loads  of  iatorlta  £111 'have  boort  hauled  and  spread  in  low  spots  tliroughout  the 
oarajpsny  and  ahop  areas,  A  40X60  foot  movie-  tho&t»»  waa  built  and  pointed 
for  trobp  ooofort.  All  latrinoa  and  containers  wore  paintod,  Sidewalks  wero 
built  throughout  tho  company  area.  One  urinal  waa  built  near  the  EM  latrine.  A 
fonoe  was  constructed  inclosing  the  shop  area.  Concrete  floors  wero  laid  in  3 
bays  in  tho  maintenance  building.  A  now  tool  room  was  constructed  in  the  r.-'-han- 
ical  maintenance  building.  The  ordorly  room  ceiling  waa  built  and  paintod.  ..  now 
company  sign  was  painted  and  installed  in  front  of  the  company  bulletin  board. 

The  servioe  and  ovaouation  and  ornament  sections  painted  tho  exterior  of  their 
shop  building. 

(o)  Company  Ci  A  now  hot  water  heater  has  been  constructed  in  the  oompany 

area  to  provide  adequate  hot  water  for  tho  showers  and  mess  hall. 

*  *  *>W* ;  •,  „ 

.  '  '  -  ‘  -r 

•  (d)  Company. Di  Tho  prinotpla.-aotiyit^oa  that  wore  engaged  by  the  unit, 

othor  tha#  mission  wero  upgrading  the  'oompany  'and“shop  areas  which  consisted  of 
mainly  renovating  tho._ orderly  room,  shop  offioo  and  billeting  areas. 

(o)  Cospany  Ei  Largor  sumps  wero  completed  for  mess  hall  and  showers. 


'  (.4)-  Citil  Assistance  i 


Tho  701st  Maintenance;  Battalion  worked  on  improving  the  facilities  of  the  Bong 
Toe  Hamlet  school,  A  flag  pole  was  erected',  the  well  repaired,  and  a  fence  oon- 
structod  around  the  school  grounds.  Those  efforts  brought  about  a  greater  friend¬ 
liness  and  understanding  between  the  men  of  tho  battalion  and  tho  Vietnamese  people. 

...  .O., 


(d)  Bose  Bovolopmenti 


(l)  Construction  completed  during  the  reporting  period* 


(a)  Contormont  area  for  7,700  mon  (change  7  to  CD  66-206  BC-79). 

(b)  Operations  Contor  (Change  to  CD-I 7-203-04rT-MA ) 

(o)  Dial  Center  Offioo  (Chango  2  to  CB  66-123C-79) 


(d)  Water  fill  points  (Chango  1  to  CB  17-201-01-^-MA) 

(2)  Conatruotion  started  during  tho  reporting  period  and  still  under  con¬ 
struction. 


(3)  New  Construction  Biroctivo  (CB)  is3Uod  during  tho  reporting  period 
for  a  vator  supply  facility  at  tho  Bivision  Training  Conaaad  CD  517-0301-0-01 . 

(4)  Cancollod  construction  directivosi 

(s)  Change  2  to  CD  17-21 1-01-T-75,  Power  Distribution  System. 

(b). Change  3  to  CD  65-57BC-79,  4,473  man  contownent  area. 


(0)  Change  1  to  QD  89-208-10,  Class  II  and  IV  covered  storage, 

(e)  Division  Transportation  Offioo* 

(l)  Convoy  operations*  During  the  reporting  period  the  DIO  oonductod 
convoy  operations  to  Iai  Khe,  Qian  Loi,  Dau  Tieng  and  Phuoc'Vinh  for  tho  purpose 
of  base  camp  resupply  and  in  support  of  tactical  operations. 


.  <  Convoy  operations  to  Iai  Khe* 

!a)  Number  of  convoys*  V'O 

b)  Nimbor  of  vehicles*  6,315 

c)  Total  -r.lcgi  -J60, 44<^ 

d)  Total  Tons*  195,690 
0)  Average  vehoiles  per  corr/0/1  42 


Convoy  operations  to  Phuoc  Vinh 

(a)  Number  of  convoys*  150 

(b)  Number  of  vehicles*  5,968 
(o)  Total  miles*  137,104 

d)  Total  Tons*  181,896 
(e)  Average  vehicles  pc  ;onvoy*  3>t 
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Convoy  operations  to  Qian  Loii 

(a)  Number  of  convoysi  150 
(b;  Number  of  vehicles!  6,726 
(0 )  Total  miles  1  174,470 

(d)  Total  Tons!  196,698 

(e)  Average  vehiolos  por  oonvoyt  45 


Convoy  operations  to  Dau  Tiongi 

ia)  Number  of  convoys t  62 
b )  Humber  of  vehicles!  914 
0)  Total  milost  21,768 
d)  Total  Tonot  27,310 
e)  Average  vehicles  per  convoy t  15 


(2)  Airlift  operations!  Tho  total  amount  of  fixed  wing  support  received 
by  tho  division  is  as  follow  1 


TTPE  AIRCRAFT 

NUMBER  OF  SORTIES 

TROOPS  MOVED 

POUNDS  OF  CARGO 

C-130 

58 

549 

1,302,860 

C-123 

295 

2237 

1,197,126 

C-7A 

1537 

20,924 

81,810 

TOTALS 

1,890 

23,710 

2,581,796 

(f)  Division  Ammunition  Office! 


(1)  Hiring  this  reporting  period,  tho  1st  Infantry  Division  was  issued 
short  tons  of  asmunition  in  support  of  combat  operations  as  follows « 

a.  Air  Shipments  -  516  Short  Tons 

b.  land  Convoys  -  1,524  Short  Tons 

(2)  On  1  May  1969  the  1st  Logistical  Command  assumed  operational  respon¬ 
sibility  for  tho  Lai  Kho  ASP.  Aanunition  stockago  has  been  adequate  for  the 
support  of  using  1st  Infantry  Division  Units. 

(3)  Convoy  rosupply  of  Class  V  to  Bau  Tieng  units  commenced  30  Jun  1969. 

2.  (C)  SECTION  II.  LESSONS  LEARNED!  COMMANDERS  OBSERVATION,  EVALUATIONS,  AND 

RBlj  IONS  ♦ 

A.  PERSONNEL!  NONE 

B.  OPERATIONS!  NONE 

C.  TRAINING!  NONE 

D.  INTELLIGENCE!  NONE 

E.  CIVIL  ASSISTANCE!  NONE 
P.  LOGISTICS! 

(1)  30EW  Injoctod  Engines! 

(a)  Observation!  Injector  heads  are  freezing. 

(b)  Evaluation!  Investigation  has  shown  that  units  aro  not 
draining  the  fuel  system  on  the  30KV  injeoted  engines  as  often  as  required.  This 
oausoa  the  water  that  collects  in  the  system  to  bo  foroed  into  the  injector  heads 
and  the  injectors  froeze. 

(0)  Recocnsndationi  °AU  units  should  olosoly  follow  the  pertinont 
TM's  on  operator  maintenance, 

(2)  Air  Conditioners! 

(a)  Observation!  Blower  fans  and  compressors  are  burning  up. 

(b)  Evaluation!  Clogged  scroens,  filters,  and  vents  arc  the 

basic  problem. 

(0)  Rccommondationi  Threads  on  shafts  and  exposed  screw  terminals 
should  bo  protected  with  a  cover.  A13  inlet  and  outlet  holes  should  be  taped  cr 
covered  to  prevent  forcing  me;',  cor  from  entering. 

(3)  M48A3  Tank! 

(a)  Observation!  Track  and  road  wheels  aro  being  broken  in 
jungle  terrain,  II 
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(b)  Evaluation  i  Whan  t  ravers  inf  danse  Jung  la.  terrain,  b«boo 
and  other  items  aro  ofton  ought  hot  ween  the  mud  flaps  and  tho  traok,  frequently 
resulting  in  broken  traek  or  road  wheel  arms. 

(o)  .  Hooosnendgtioni  Cut  off  tho  nud  flaps  and  part  of  the  fonder* 
evon  with  the  bull* 

(4)  Co-Axial  Machine  Cun  of  A48A3  Tank! 

(a)  Observation!  The  co-axial  machine  gun  aountod  in  the 
oomaandar1  s  oupola  of  the  H48A3  tank  is  soldcn  used  for  its  intendsd  use  as  a 
spotting  rifle • 


(b)  Evaluation!  Tank  personnel  prefer  to  use  this  weapon  ae 
other  than  a  spotting  riflo. 

(0)  Recommendation!  Possible  MW3  for  Vietnam.  Remove  tho  machine 
gun  from  tho  tuiTot.  Uao  a  ground  mount  tripod*  cutting  the  logs  off  12  inches 
from  tho  pivot  point,  flatton  out  tho  ends  of  tho  legs  and  weld  tho  top  of  the 
commander' a  oupola. 

(5)  Radar  Sot  AB/PP3-5i 

(a)  Obsorvationi  Ofton  there  is  roourrent  condensation  in  the 
radar  transit  case. 

(b)  Evaluation!  Tho  usual  oause  is  saturated  dessicant  in  tho 

case  oovor. 

(o)  Rcoommondationi .  ' The  saturated  dosaioant  can  be  replaced 
with  the  small  dossicant  bags  paoked  with  tho  replacement  modules  until  the 
original  type  can  be  obtained. 

(6)  Cablo*  Special  Purpose*  Electrical*  CX  86661 

(a)  Obsorvationi  A  field  expedient  method  has  been  found  to 
repair  a  oablo  made  unservioable  by  the  opening  of  audio  pin  #27  or  #28. 

(b)  Evaluation!  Two  strands  of  WD-1  oommo  wire,  ar ./taped  tho 
length  of  the  oablo  and  oomeoted  on  each  ond  to  jacks  iron  a  head-set  H-226.  Tho 
oablo  than  connects  ono<  of  the  two  headset  plugs  on  tho  Cl  "unit.  Whon  a  scrvic- 
ablo  hoadaet  is  then  oonneotod  to  the  other  plug  on  the  Cl  unit  in  tho  normal 
manner*  tho  radar  again  booonos  operational. 

(c)  Recommendation!  This  repair  method  should  bo  used  in  lieu 
of  deadlining  the  radar  of  parts. 

(7)  XM57H 

(a)  Obsorvationi  The  major  problem  snoounterad  to  date  has  been 
the  total  destruction  of  the  entire  olut oh  assembly  to  lnolude  the  fork  and  flange 
housing. 

(b)  Evaluation!  Suoh  destruction  is  senseless  and  is  osueed  by 
prolonged  uao  or  abuso  with  insufficient  dutch  fToe  travel. 


(0)  Rooonnondatiom  Command  emphasis  needs  to  be  placed  the 
proper  use  of  the  XM571  and  frequent  cheoks  made  for  adequate  dutch  adjue-fpnt. 

(8)  100KW  Generator  -  Holt  Broai 

(a)  Obsorvationi  The  governor  on  the  gonoiator  is  easily  damaged 
and  replacements  arc  difficult  to  obtain. 

(b)  Evaluation!  One  of  tho  most  common  sauao  of  governors  failure 
is  dirty  engine  oil,  water  in  the  oil,  or  fuel  in  the  ooil. 


filter 
to  150 
should 


(0)  Recommendation!  Tho  M  recommends  ohanglng  tho  oil  and  oil 
every  250  hours.  In  Viet  Mm  the  oil  and  filter  should  be  changed  every  100 
hours  because  of  the  sovore  operating  conditions;  In  addition,  the  oil 


bo  chocked  doily  for  f" 

Jt 
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.tion. 


Qenoratorsi 

(a)  Observation!  During  the  rainy  set, son  rainwater  gots  into 


(b)  Evaluation!  Fuel  drums  should  bo  placed  at  an  angle  s  ...a 
that  the  drain  plug  is  at  the  vory  bottom, 

(o)  Rooonraendaticni  Once  daily,  preferably  prior  to  operating 
tho  generator,  the  drain  plug  should  be  opened  allowing  all  rosidno  and  sediments 
to  bo  oliminecsd  from  tho  f\iel  supply. 

(10)  100KW  Generator  -  Holt  Bros! 

(a)  Observation!  As  the  generator  cover  is  now  constructed  tho 
removal  is  both  time  consuming  and  potentially  damaging  to  tho  front  panel  of  tho 
control  box. 


(9) 

the  fuel. 


(b)  Evaluation!  Tho  complete  angle  iron  brace  can  be  removed 
from  tho  gonorator  allowing  tho  eovor  to  slide  back  and  off  tho  generator.  The 
braoo  is  extraneous  anyway.  In  tight  areas  whore  the  covor  haa  to  be  removed  by 
lifting  straight  up,  tho  bottom  flango  of  tho  angle  iron  brace  at  the  engine  end 
of  tho  generator  has  to  be  removed  with  a  outting  torch. 

(o)  Recommendation!  Either  of  thoso  two  modifications  should  be 
performed  prior  to  removal  of  tho  generator  oovor. 

(11 )  Logbooks! 

(a)  Observation!  Aircraft  log  book  historical  records  aro  not 
utilizod  to  greatest  advantage. 

(b)  Evaluation!  Normal  practice  dictates  a  minimum  of  ossonti&l 
data  is  rocorded  on  tho  DA  Form  2408-15*  Experience  has  shown  that  recording 
pronature  oonponerrt  failures  and  unusual  structural  repairs .is  desirable 

would  bo  bsnofioial  to  all  echelons  of  maintenance.  Maximum  aircraft  uti.''  ation 
and  ropair  porsonnol  turnover  emphasize  the  value  of  historical  data  which  nay 
preclude  serious  material  failures  and  which  oonsorve  rosourses. 

(o)  Rooommendatiom  That  additional  emphasis  be  placed  on  aircraft 
historical  data  at  all  echelons  of  maintenance. 

(12)  0H-6A  LOHi 

(a)  Observation!  Excessive  maintenance  is  required  for  high 
frequency  vibrations  on  the  QB-6A  LOHi 

(b)  Evaluation!  Tho  0H-6A  helicopter  will  develop  high  frequency 
vibrations  requiring  immediate  maintenance  attention  prior  to  scheduled  itv- 
ejections.  Although  there  aro  several  soutoob  for  this  vibration  levol,  the  tail 
rotor  ia  tho  primary  cause  and  required  frequent  balancing  and  premature  replace¬ 
ment.  A  redesigned  tail  rotor  assembly  is  unsatisfactory  for  the  same  reasons 
and  the  high  failuro  rate  duo  to  blade  collapse.  It  should  be  noted  that  down 
time  due  to  high  frequency  vibrations  for  causes  other  than  tho  tail  rotor 
incrose  significantly  above  1000  hours  aircraft  time. 

(c)  Rocommondatiom  That  tail  rotor  design  and  high  speed 
component  time  boforc  overhaul  (TBP)  bo  ro-evaluatod  to  unscheduled  maintenance. 

3 Auction  iii.  headcsjahters  department  of  the  army  survey  information! 

None 


FOR  THE  CCHlANDERi 


DALE  M.  GARVEY,  Jr 
HO  CFT,  cue 
Ad  hit  ant 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS  1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
Office  of  the  Chemical  Officer 
APO  96345 


AVDB-CM  1  August  1 969 

SUBJECT:  Feeder  Report  to  Operational  Report  1st  Infantry  Division  for  Period 
Ending  30  April  1969  (U) 


1.  (C)  Section  1,  Operations:  Significant  Activities 

a.  General: 

(1)  During  the  period  1  May  1969  through  31  July  1969,  the  1st  Infantry 
Division  Chemical  Section  continued  to  perform  personnel  detection,  defoliation, 
burning  of  vegetation  and  employment  of  CS  in  support  of  combat  operations. 

(2)  The  242d  Chemical  Detachment  (CBRC)  assigned  to  augment  the  Chemical 
Section,  continued  to  process  defoliation  requests,  monitor  the  status  of 
defoliation  projects  in  the  division  TAQI  and  provide  personnel  for  other 
chemical  operations.  During  the  period  1  May  1969  to  23  June  1969,  IDT  Jon  G 
Fisher  was  the  detachment  commander.  CPT  Gary  L  Stair  commanded  the  detachment 
from  24  June  1969  to  31  July  1969. 

(3)  The  266th  Chemical  Platoon  provided  chemical  support  to  the  1st  Infantry 
Division.  This  support  consisted  of  burning  vegetation  along  stream  lines  where 
Rome  Plow  operations  were  not  possible;  dropping  of  persistent  CS,  employment  of 
fougasses;  defoliation  and  burning  of  base  canp  perimeters,  and  operating  the 
airborne  personnel  detector  on  "Bloodhound"  missions.  During  the  period  1  May 
1969  to  31  July  1969  the  platoon  was  commanded  by  CPT  William  R  Dias. 

b.  Operations: 

(l)  Personnel  Detection  Missions  (Bloodhound):  Missions  continued  to  be 
flown  for  the  Division  G-2  on  a  daily  basis  in  a  large  area  surveillance  role, 

A  total  of  235  missions  were  flown  in  this  role  during  the  reporting  period. 

In  addition,  on  16  July  1969,  a  three  rf&n  crew  and  detector  was  placed  with  the 
Air  Cavalry  Troop  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  their  hunter-killer  search 
teams.  Results  of  this  type  operation  are  inconclusive  at  this  time  but  are 
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SUBJECT:  Feeder  Report  to  Operational  Report  1st  Infantry  Division  for  Period 
Ending  30  April  1969  (U) 

expected  to  contribute  significantly  as  the  Air  Cavalry  Troop  develops  and 
improves  their  techniques  of  employment.  Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced 
with  the  take-up  reel  on  the  recorder  of  the  XM-3  Airborne  Personnel  Detector. 

An  equipment  improvement  report  has  been  submitted  to  modify  the  design  of  the 
take-up  reel. 

(2)  Riot  Control  Agent  CS: 

(a)  konpersistent  CS:  A  total  of  45  E-158  CS  clusters  were  dropped  on 

3  missions.  The  employment  of  these  munitions  was  on  post  B-52  strikes  after 
"last  bomb"  or.d  on  exploitation  of  the  Bloodhound  detector  sensings.  Although 
a  light-fire  team  and  hunter-killer  team  were  over  the  CS  targets  there  were  no 
known  cases  of  the  enemy  being  affected  by  the  CS,  During  the  month  of  July, 
the  "Mity  Mite"  was  used  on  several  occasions  upon  discovery  of  extensive  tunnel 
and  bunker  complexes.  Using  the  M7  series  CS  grenades  with  the  "Mity  Mite"  was 
successful  in  driving  unprotected  personnel  out  from  cover  and  in  one  instance 
asphyxiating  several  of  the  eneny  with  protective  masks. 

(b)  Persistent  CS:  A  total  of  260  drums  or  20,800  pounds  of  CS  were 
dropped  during  the  report  period.  The  bulk  CS  was  used  in  conjunction  with  the 
road  opening  and  large  convoy  operations  from  SONG  BE  to  PHUOC  VINH.  The  CS 
was  dropped  into  suspected  ambush  routes  two  days  prior  to  the  convoy  movements. 

(3)  Defoliation:  Only  limited  C-123  aerial  defoliation  missions  wore 
flown  in  the  division’s  TAOI  due  to  the  size  of  the  AO  and  the  division's 
extensive  pacification  program.  During  this  period  only  244  sorties  were  flown. 
The  only  defoliation  operations  conducted  by  the  division  consisted  of  LAI  KHE, 

DI  AN  and  DaU  TIENG  Base  Camp  perimeters.  These  operations  were  conducted 
using  a  tracked  vehicle  mounted  with  a  600  gallon  POL  pod  and  50  GPM  POL  pump. 

The  same  field  ejqjedient  rig  was  used  to  dispense  diesel  fuel  for  burning 
operations  where  defoliation  was  not  permitted.  Approximately  120,000  gallons  of 
diesel  fuel  we re  sprayed  using  this  method, 

(4)  Personnel  Marking  and  Identification  System  (PMIS):  During  the  period 
1  May  1969  to  31  July  1969  the  266th  Chemical  Platoon  assisted  Major  John  P 
Sanders,  wpN  DoV  &  ENG  LAB,  GPL,  EDG  ARS,  in  the  employment  and  evaluation  of 
the  FMIS  with  the  1st  Infantry  Division.  The  item  consists  of  a  helicopter 
mounted  Agavenco  sprayer,  which  sprays  a  suspension  of  zinc  sulfide  in  mineral 
oil.  An  ultraviolet  light  source  was  available  for  detection  of  the  zinc  sulfide. 
Areas  to  be  sprayed  were  VC/tWA  infiltration  routes  and/or  staging  areas  used  by 
the  eneny  to  move  into  villages  and  hamlets  on  food  resupply  and  forced  labor 
missions.  These  areas  were  remote  from  the  villages  so  as  not  to  mark  innocent 
civilians.  A  desired  characteristic  of  the  area  to  be  sprayed  was  low  vegetation, 
such  as  grasses  and  low  shrubs,  so  as  to  allow  the  zinc  sulfide  to  settle  to  a 
level  that  would  insure  contact  with  personnel  traveling  through  the  area.  Spray 
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operations  were  planned  a  few  days  in  advance  of  seal  and  search  operations 
conducted  against  target  villages.  During  the  conduct  of  the  village  seal, 
personnel  to  be  examined  were  walked  into  a  darkened  building,  blindfolded  and 
examined  individually  for  the  lime  colored  luminous  spots  of  the  zinc  sulfide 
visible  under  the  ultraviolet  light.  All  operations  were  successful  in  identi¬ 
fying  marked  personnel.  In  each  operation  the  personnel  were  turned  over  to  the 
National  Police  and/or  ARVN  investigation  channels.  During  the  period  4  PMIS 
spray  missions  were  flown  and  66  persons  were  identified  as  having  been  in 
unauthorized  areas.  It  was  noted  the  zinc  sulfide  remains  in  an  area  for  several 
weeks,  Clothes  laundered  after  contact  with  sprayed  areas  remained  marked 
sufficiently  to  be  detected  by  the  ultraviolet  light  source. 

2.  (C)  Section  2,  Lessons  Learned*.  Observations,  Evaluation  and  Recommendations. 

Personnel  Marking  and  Identification  System  (PMIS). 

a.  Observation:  The  Personnel  Marking  and  Identification  System  has  been 
used  during  its  test  and  evaluation  period  with  the  1st  Infantiy  Division  with 
notable  success  in  identifying  VC  suspects. 

b.  Evaluation  :  This  system  is  effictive  in  marking  personnel  when  there  is 
a  degree  of  isolation  between  enemy  base  camp  areas  and  areas  traversed  by  the 
general  populace.  A  wide  variety  of  employment  means  would  be  availableto  the 
intelligence  gathering  system  if  this  system  were  presently  in  Vietnam  for  use. 

The  characteristic  of  this  suspension  remaining  in  the  area  for  several  weeks 
mikes  it  feasible  only  if  a  system  is  made  available  for  identifying  when  and 
from  which  area  the  person  has  been  marked.  This  limitation  is  most  likely  to  be 
present  if  regular  use  is  made  of  the  system  in  the  area.  If  intensive  interro¬ 
gation  of  marked  personnel  was  pronptly  evaluated,  a  large  quantity  of  data  could 
be  made  available  for  intelligence  channels. 

c.  Recommendations:  That  a  system  of  dye  be  added  to  the  present 
suspension  to  provide  a  capability  for  continued  use  of  this  system  in  any  area. 


HERBERT  JEO 
LTC,  CM 

■  Division  Chemical  Officer 
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.  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS  1ST  AVIATION  BATTALION  (COMBAT) 

1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION 

APO  96345 

AVDB-AVN  1  August  1969 

SUBJECTt  Operational  Report  of  1st  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  for 
the  period  ending  31  July  1969,  RCS  (SFOR)  (Rl) 


Conrna riding  General 
1st  Infantry  Division 
ATTN;  AVDB-T  (MID) 
APO  96345 


1.  Section  1,  Operations;  Significant  Activities. 

a.  The  1st  Aviation  Battalion  continued  to  provide  general  aviation 
support  to  the  1st  Infantry  Division  throughout  the  period  of  this 
report.  The  aircraft  resources  of  the  battalion  were  committed  daily 
for  missions  assigned  by  the  Division  Aircraft  Coordination  Center  (ACC) 
in  support  of  combat  operations.  On  10  June  1969  the  1st  Aviation 
Battalion  was  missioned  to  provide  air  cover  for  a  joint  US/ARVN  convoy 
operation  traveling  between  Lam  Son  and  Song  Be.  The  operation  com¬ 
menced  on  15  June  1969  and  termimted  on  17  June  1969.  A  great  deal  of 
effort  and  planning  went  into  the  operation  to  insure  the  convoy  had 
continuous  air  cover.  A  forward  ACC  element  was  established  at  Phuoc 
Vinh  to  provide  control  of  the  aviation  assets  covering  the  convoy. 

Three  Fhthfinders  from  the  1st  Aviation  Battalion  were  located  at  Fhuoc 
Vinh  to  assist  in  the  control  of  gunshipe  on  strip  alert.  An  additional 
element  of  Pathfinders  was  located  at  Bunard  where  a  forward  airfield 
had  been  established.  Bunard  provided  a  jump  off  field  for  an  airmobile 
ready  reaction  force  (RRF)  and  rearming  and  refueling  point  for  guns hips* 
Others  assets  which  were  committed  from  the  Aviation  Battalion  were ;  one 
C&C  aircraft  with  the  Aviation  Battalion  CO  and  S-3  on  board.  Two  light 
fire  teams  and  one  Hunter-Killer  team  from  Company  B.  Four  Hunter- 
Killer  teams,  one  C&C  and  four  lift  ships  for  the  ARP's  from  Troop  D, 
l/4  Cavalry.  Four  light  fire  teams  from  II  FFV.  Two  assisted  in  air 
covorage  and  two  were  on  strip  alert.  The  operation  was  a  complete 
success.  The  confcoy  had  continuous  air'! coverage  and  no  incidents 
occurred.  As  a  result  of  liason  visits ‘to  the  25th  Infantry  Division 
the  1st  Aviation  Battalion  wrote  an  experiment  plan  to  test  the  Night 
Hawk  System  and  Mortar  Aerial  Delivery  System  (MADS).  The  plan  was 
approved  by  the  1st  Infantry  Division  and  immediate  steps  were  taken  to 
obtain  the  equipment  and  build  the  systems.  Both  systems  have  been 
tested  and  are  presently  being  utilised  or,  t-issiona,  The  Mortar  Aerial 
Delivery  System  (MADS)  which  consist  of  a  UP-'.  helieoi;*.ur  equipped  with 
two  4.2  inch  mortar  round  storage  racks  ai,rJ  ■'  launch  platform  is  being 
utilised  to  drop  and  nerk  sensor  devices.  This  has  been  a  very  effective 
and  accurate  means  of  placing  sensors  in  the  desired  area.  The  Night 
Hawk  system  is  a  UH-1  helicopter  with  a  mini-gun  and  an  AN/TVS-4  night 
sighting  device  coaxially  mounted  with  a  Xenon  searchlight  on  each  side 
of  the  aircraft.  This  system  is  utilized  at  night  to  observe  infiltra¬ 
tion  and  supply  routes.  The  aireraft  is  flown  approximately  700  feet 
above  the  ground  in  a  blackout  condition.  The  searchlight  operators 
scan  the  terrain  with  tije  'AN/TVS-4  for  targets  and  once  sighted  they 
turn  on  the  searchlight.  The  target  is  then  taken  under  fire  by  the 
mini-gun.  To  date  this  system -has  ".lurin' Two  sampans  and  killed  two  VC. 
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The  MLni»C«v  operation  has  been  discontinued  and  tbo  assets  fire  being 
used  for  other  missions.  The  -  Ibthf inder  Section  of  the  Battalion 
Headquarters  continued  in  the  mission  of  inspecting  »U  aerial  supply 
equipnent,  .The  section  is  also  augrqsntiag  the  aerial  rifle  platoon 
of  .Troop  D  (AIR) ‘1st  Squadron  4th  Cavalry.  Duriig  the  period  14  Juns 
to  18  June  .1969  the  Rsthfinders  established  a  forward  airetrip  at 
Bunard.  -They  provided  air  traffic  control,  POL  eervios  and  a  rearaw 
saant  point  for  gunshlps  participating  in  the  convoy  operation  fran 
lea  Son  to  Song  Be,  Five  members  of  the  detachment  were  airlifted  to 
the  airstrip  adjacent  to  the  Special  Forces  Camp  and  were  operational 
ty  the  afternoon  of  14  June  1969.  Ibrsonnel  were  utilised  at  both  ends 
of  the  airstrip  to  handle  transient  traffic  and  to  park  the  UH-1D/H 
lift  aircraft.  Hunter  Killer  teams,  LOH's  and  six  light  fire  teams  that 
were  on  strip  alert.  During  this  period  35  sorties  of  C-130,  Ct»l23, 
and  C7A  Air  Force  fixed  wing  aircraft  were  controlled.  Due  to  the  ' 
number  of  aircraft  involved  with  the  Song  Be  convey  operation,  POL 
facilities  were  operated  and  controlled  by  the  Tfcthfinders,  The 
Pathfinders,  with  a  minimum  of  personnel  and  equipment,  ran  a  smooth 
and  successful  operation  at  Bunard.  ■  The  Aviation  Battalion  Staff 
members  are  continuing  to  make  assistance  visits  to  all  divisional 
aviation  units.  These  visits  will  continue  on  a  auarterly  basis  with 
the  exception  of  the  Safety  Officer  who  will  continue  to  make  monthly 
visits. 

b.  Battalion  Command  Structure  at  the  end  of  the  reporting  period: 

*  I 

Incloeure  #1, 

c.  The  Aviation  Battalion  provided  the  division  with  aviation 
support  everyday  of  the  reporting  period.  Training  of  newly  assigned 
pilots  in  the  LOH  continues  in  Company  B,  however  training  is  begin¬ 
ning  to  be  accomplished  in  Brigade  Aviation 'Sections,  The  3rd  Brigade 
has  a  qualified  instructor  pilot  in  the  LOH.  Counter  sapper  training 
was  conducted  for  all  members  of  the  battalion  during  the  period  26 
May  thru  7  June  1969.  Command  Information  was  conducted  weekly  by 
unit  coimiBnders  and  Character  Guidance  was  conducted  monthly  by  a 
guest  chaplain.  During  t ho  .month  of  May  all  officer*  and  several  en¬ 
listed  men  were  qualified  with  the  38  caliber  pistol, 

d.  The  Aviation  Battalion  did -not  conduct  any  tactical  or  admin¬ 
istrative  move  during  the  reporting  period, 

e.  In  the  past  nowly  assigned  aviators  which  are  to  be  trained  in' 
thB  LOH' have  been  assigned  to  Company  B,  This  is  a  successful  program, 
howver, "it  becomes  a  burden  on  the  operational  mission  of  the  company 
when  it  has  too  many  students.  Aircraft  availability  is  also  a  factor 
to  be  considered.  The  3rd  Brigade  has  an  LOH  instructor  pilot  and  on  a 
test  basis  a  pilot  was  assigned  to  the  Brigade  for  transition.  This 
may.  be  a’  deans  to  lift  the  burden  from  Ccmpary  B  during  peak  transition 
periods. 

2.  Section  2,  lesson  learned:  Commander's  Observations,  Evaluations 
and  Raconnendations, 

a.  Ibreonnel:  None 

b.  Operations : 

(l)  Observations:  The  Aviation  Battalion  has  been  conducting 
Mini-Cav  operations  during  the  period  of  this  report.  The  Mini-Cav 
consisted  of  two  UH-1  :s,  or*  IW-1  C&C  and  cno  Hunter  Klllsr  team.  The 
inability  of  the  Mini-Car  to  insert  more  than  twelve  conbat  troops 
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makes  this  operation  unsatisfactory  in  80£  of  our  AO,  In  addition  the 
Hunter-Killer  team  is  unable  to  provide  the  desirable  pun  cover  on 

insertions , 

(2)  Evaluation:  It  is  imperative  that  successful  airmobile 
cavalry  operations  have  a  nininunrof  four  lift  ships.  This  is  partic¬ 
ularly  true  in  Jungle  terrain  with  few  landing  zones  available.  This 
provides  a  minimum  of  21  combat  troops  being  inserted  into  a  tactical 
environment.  The  lift  ships  should  also  have  a  light  fire  team  to 
cover  all  insertions  and  extractions. 

(3)  Recommendation:  That  ths  Mini-Cnv  be  discontinued,  or 
provide  additional  lift  ships  and  a  light  fire  team  for  all  insertions 
and  extractions, 

c.  Training: 

(1 )  Observation:  The  battalion  is  experiencing  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  night  missions. 

(2)  Evaluation:  The  increased  number  of  night  missions  being 
performed  by  the  battalion  indicated  a  need  for  more  emphasis  on  train¬ 
ing  in  that  particular  area,  especially  when  flying  under  marginal 
weather  conditions. 

(3)  Recommendation:  That  emphasis  be  placed  on  night  flying 
during  the  initial  in-country  orientation  and  currency  ride.  A  mini¬ 
mum  of  one  hour  should  be  flown  at  night  during  the  orientation, 

d.  Intelligence:  None 

e.  logistics: 

(1)  Observation:  The  unit  FCRSTAT  D  Report  rating  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  low  during  the  period  of  this  report, 

(2)  Evaluation:  The  low  rating  is  due  to  the  battalion  being 
reorganized  from  E  series  TOE  to  G  series  TCE  which  changed,  and  added 
reportable  equipment.  The  mission  of  the  battalion  has  not  changed  and 
there  was  no  drastic  change  in  najor  items  of  equipment.  The  C-l  rating 
is  not  indicative  of  the  battalions  capability  to  perform  its  mission. 

(3)  Recommendation:  That  continued  efforts  be  made  to  obtain 
equipment  to  raise  C-l  rating, 

f.  Organization: 

(1 )  Change  to  G  series  MTCE. 

(a)  Observation:  The  battalion  came  under  the  G  series 
075G  MTCE  on  22  Jfarch  1969. 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  MTCE  was  evaluated  and  racomended 
changes  to  the  MTCE  were  submitted,  A  request  for  retention  of  certain 
iter*  of  equipment  was  also  submitted. 

(c)  Recommendation:  Evaluation  of  the  MTCE  be  continued 
and  changes  be  submitted  ns  necessary, 

g.  Other:  Statistical  data  for  the  quarter., 

(1)  Hours  flown  ’  17,122 
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(2)  Sortie#  flown 

(3)  Rieeengera  moved 

(4)  Cargo  moved  (tone) 


33,030 

40,397 

£9.7 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS  1ST  ENGINEER  BATTALION 
APO  SF  96345 

AVDBW3E-0  3  August  3969 

SUBJECTS  Operational  Report  of  1st  Engineer  Battalion  for  th®  Period 
Ending  31  July  1969,  POR  CSFOR~65  (Rli 

TOs  Commanding  General 
1st  Infantry  Division 
ATTN:  AVDB-T-(MHD) 

1.  Section  .Operations t.  Significant  Activities, 
a.  Organization: 

(l).  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Company  provided  command 
and  staff  supervision  for  combat  engineering  in  the  1st  Infantry  Division 
and  engineer  equipment  support  for  Battalion  operations. 

Engineer  equipment  support  was  provided  by  the  heavy  equipment 
platoon  and  consisted  of  TOE  and  non-TGE  items,  such  as»  20  ton  rough 
terrain  cranes,  grader?*  5  ton  dump  trucks,  sheepsf'oot  and  grid  rollers, 
bulldozers,  an  airmobile  dozer  (Case  450  on  loan  from  II  Field  Force), 

10  ton  tractors  with  low  bed  trailers,  and  a  sandbag  filling/ditching 
machine.  !  .0  Rome  Plow  section  is  organic  to  Headquarters  Company  and 
consists  of  six  (6)  Rome  Plows,  four  (4)  M48  Tanks,  one  (l)  Armored 
Personnel  Carrier,  and  a  complete  maintenance  section,  The  Rape.. Plow 
section  is  placed  in  direct  support  of  1st  Infantry  Division  units  to 
accomplish  area  clearance  operations  in  the  TAOI,  The  AVLB  (Armored 
Vehicular  Launched  Bridge)  section,  attached  to  Headquarters  Company, 
consists  of  three  (3)  AVLB  launchers  and  six  (6)  bridges.  One  AVLB  is 
located  at  Lai  Khe  and  two  are  located  in  Dau  Tieng  to  support  missions 
in  the  Micholin  Rubber  Plantation "and  Trapazoid.  The  Water  Point  section 
Incl  10  Ht 


provides  potable  water  to  unit#  In  the  field*  Erdalator  units  are 
presently  looated  at  Thunder  II  (XT785558),  FSB  Mahone  (XT521419),  and 
FSB  Gala  (XT603418) . 

(2) .  A  Company  provided  direct  combat  engineer  support  to  the  1st 
Brigade  both  at  Quan  Lol  and  Dau  Tieng,  During  the  first  two  weeks  of 
the  quarter,  1st  Platoon  constructed  a  sixty  (60)  foot  steel  observation 
tower  on  the  Quan  Loi  base  camp  perimeter.  The  platoon  then  moved  to 
Thunder  III  (XT768653)  looated  just  north  of  Chon  Thanh  on  QL-13.  While 
at  the  fire  support  base  the  platoon  constructed  two  tin  roofed  mess- 
halls,  two  latrines,  two  showers,  and  six  105mm  Howizter  laterite  pads. 

In  addition* the  fire  support  base  road  network  and  drainage  were  upgraded. 

The  2nd  Platoon  of  A  Company  provided  combat  engineer  support  to 
the  road  opening  and  Rome  Plow  operation  from  Dong  Xoai  (YT078757)  to 
Song  Be  (YU140067).  The  platoon  constructed  the  tonporary  night  defen¬ 
sive  positions  and  installed  airmobile  towers  and  helipads  at  each  of 
these  locations. 

The  3rd  Platoon  was  committed  to  the  upgrade  of  the  Quan  Loi 
perimeter  and  construction  of  a  new  company  area.  In  conjunction  with 
the  relocation  of  the  1st  Brigade,  A  Company  moved  to  Dau  Tieng  on 
18  June  1969.  From  then  until  the  end  of  the  quarter,  A  Company  has 
boen  actively  involved  in  base  carp  and  perimeter  Improvements  as  well 
as  construction  of  new  facilities  in  their  oompany  area,  A  daily  mine 
3weep  operation  was  conducted  from  Dau  Tieng  to  FSB  Mahone  (XT521419) 
to  per. ait  overland  resupply  to  that  fire  support  base* 

(3)  B  Company  provided  direct  oomhat  engineer  support  to  the  2nd 
Brigade  which  is  headquartered  in  Di  An.  During  the  month  of  May,  three 
mine  sweep  teams  supported  the  Uth  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  in  the  open- 


lx.g  of  Boutes  Zinc  and  Load ^  »  v*.  *-.n,  B  Geapcu.y  had  a  daily  RiU'1  stand— 

-7  '<• opair  road  damage  or  rcno.i  ad  block"*  lir.jor  cone  ».r. 'oblon  7».'c- 

jects  .Tor  the  month  wore  the  Division  Training  Commandos  all-woathor 
sniper  :.’anj*c  and  the  2nd  3i4gader-:  .  odol  firo  support  banc,  ragoc.\  X.  i* 
(XT:.!;- ;  72/ ,  The  snipor  range  vra.3  330  meters  by  900  motors  and  wars  com,  - 
lote  with  pop-up  targets.  At  Pagoda  Inn,  B  Company  constructed  i-ii"', 
two  (3d)  two  man  fighting  positions  and  machine  gun  hunkers,  u  V.iP 
held  copter  pad,  a  thirty  foot  radar  tower,  two  Dust*  r  turnaround  pad," . 
anl  oight  shower  and  latrine  pads,  in  addition  to  drainage  and  r< n.d 
network. 

During  June,  B  Company's  mine  swoop  tenia  commitments  increased 
threo  to  five  teams  when  the  11  th  ACK  moved  out  and  1/16 th  Lrihriovy 
assumed  the  road  opening  rosponsibi.l?  1v,  A  2£0  foot  ’ey  5i '  ioct  arv ••**).« 
ition  supply  point  was  renovated  for  v.ho  l/7th  Aitillory,  At  FS£ 

Uni. ted  (>!"  S22117) ,  a  tactical  c;  err..  .ions  center  was  completed  ir.  loco 
th,"-i  •.,'.e  day.  Work  continued  at  tho  Division  Training  Command  with  the 


oonstmetion  of  an  asphalt  hards  ..:.nd,  150  moters  of  wooden  fence,  num¬ 
erous  'cot.  bridges,  and  earthwor.  . 

0.  vatruotion  of  the  Division  Standdown  Center  in  Di  An  Lwun  in 
•  vix.  \d  is  still  in  progress,  ’This  project  consists  of  latrdroa,  she- 
era,  ewiaudag  pool,  concrete  sidewalks,  a  i, codon  privacy  fex  co,  n 
c  n’  v,l  theater  with  projection  booth,  an  a tillable  field,  a  n</  •dnlb 
x  room,  and  drainage  throughout  tho  aro:., 

B  'Joiiipany1  s  final  major  project  o  ?  thr  qunrv,e:;  was  tho  construction 
Fbv.  .Support  Base  Normandy  III  at  (XT90A31B;.  The  difficulty  and  the 
-.affect  required  to  complete  tho  FJP  :>■'£  considerably  g.rea,;  - 
M. :  ,\-duy  .-'Cason  than  would  have  V-on  r:q\i duel  if  tho  FIB  vo.\-  oousV 


ructed  two  months  earlier.  Concrete  mess  pads,  shower  and  latrine  pads, 
a  15  foot  by  24  foot  tactical  operations  center,  fighting  positions, 
acoess  road,  interior  road  network,  and  an  extensive  drainage  system 
were  constructed.  An  attempt  will  be  made  to  cement  stabilize  tho  road 
network  and  artillery  gun  pads. 

(4)-  C  Company  provided  direct  combat  engineer  support  to  the  3rd 
Brigade  headquartered  in  Lai  Khe,  During  May,  two  platoons  of  C  Company 
were  involved  in  mine  sweep  operations.  Three  squads  operated  out  of  a 
RON  position  near  the  town  of  An  Dien.  Two  of  the  three  squads  swept 
Route  Zinc  from  Ben  Cat  to  Check  Point  Charlie  (XI831339)/  and  the  other 
squad  swept  from  Ben  Cat  to  FSB  Lorraine  (XT709409)  on  Route  240,  An 
additional  sweep  team  operated  with  the  984th  Land  Clearing  Company 
sweeping  critical  roads,  trails,  and  A VLB  launching  sites.  At  the  end 
of  May,  C  Company  assumed  the  nine  sweep  from  FSB  Mahone  (XT521419)  to 
Dau  Tieng. 

1st  Platoon  began  the  upgrade  of  Route  LTL-14  from  Ben  Cat  to  Dau 
Tieng.  The  first  part  of  the  project  was  to  construct  a  400  meter 
causeway  and  A VLB  bypass  at  (XT605347).  After  completion  of  the  cause¬ 
way,  J ie  platoon  moved  to  NDP  Hons  VI  (XT558401)  and  began  construction 
of  a  culvert  site  (XT543374)-  outside  the  town  of  Thanh  An.  A  command 
detonated  250  lb  bomb  destroyed  a  bucket  loader  and  temporarily  stopped 
work  at  that  location.  The  platoon  then  moved  to  FSB  CSntigny  II  (XT- 
528393)  just  south  of  FSB  Mahone  (XT521419)  to  start  work  on  a  culvert 
site  at  (XT524408)/.  Cantigny  II  was  an  example  of  what  can  happen  to  a 
FSB  when  constructed  during  the  rainy  season.  The  FSB  had  to  be  aban¬ 
doned  after  a  week  and  the  platoon  moved  to  FSB  Mahone  (XT521419)  (see 
lesson  learned  b-7).. 
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1’hilo  the  1st  Platoon  was  working  on  LTL-14,  the  2nd  Platoon  moved  to 
FSB  Lorraine  (XI709409).  and  began  a  series*  of  projects  including’ two 
concrete  mess  pad3,  four  shower  and  latrine  pads,  a  15  foot  by  24  foot 
tactical  operations  cento:?..  and  a  35P  meter  access  road*.  The  3rd  Plato¬ 
on  I'Ogsn  two  projects  on  Route  31-13  north  of  Iai  Khe.  This  main  supply 
route  had  deteriorated-  during  the  -beginning-  of  the  rainy  season.,  A  road, 
upg-ncifcg  v:*c-;  t,-vt  )■>?/.  ty  be  initiated  in  early  Jlilyto  improve  tho  road 
from  Lai  Khe  bo  Thunder  IT.  (XT785558) ,  Additionally,  a  dozer  and  disk 
harrow  rare- used  to  clear  grass  an  each  side  of  Route  13  to  moke  vires 
from  command  detonated  mines  easior  to  find  and  to  elimiate  ambush  sites* 

(.5)  D  Company  provided  general  support-  to  the  1st  Infantry  Division 
at  Lai  Khe.  Throughout  the  quario.rv  D  Conpany  had  two  mine  sweep  teams 
located  at'  'Thunder  I  (XT793543)  and'  one  sweep  team  at  Thunder  XT  (XI- 
785553).-*  ^hose  three  teams  opeue:!  the  road  from  lai  Khe  to  Thunder  XT 
daily.  In  addition  to  performing  the  sweep  operations,  the  squads  assist¬ 
ed  in  improving  the  living  conditions  and  drainage  at  the  two  fire  support 
bases.  The  dump  trucks  of  the  mine  sweep  teams  vert  used  to  haul  iatorite 
for  upgrading  six  kilometers,  of  road  south  of  Thunder  II. 

The  remaining  two  platoons  of  D  C-.m-m'/y  were  responsible  for  nonerb- 
ructien  in  the  Division  Headquarters  Block*  A  chain  link  fcnc-c  vas 
constructed  around,  the  DTOC  and  briefing  room  areas.  A  total  of  3000 
feet  of  fence  was.  constructed.  Over  600* cubic  yards  of  -concrete  -v**re  pour¬ 
ed  for  a  4800  foot  network  of  -siusv-  -Iks  throughout  the  -headq;aurtor9  area. 

A  Pe.eoba  building.  was  constructed  behind  the  command  building  end  now 
ser^oi-  as  tho  Division  Protocol  Office.  Overhead  covers  were  construct  :.d 
for  siivwal&s  in  the  vicinity  of  the  command.  building;,  A 
likWtti  fCrjfARD  sign  was  constructed  and  concrete  was  poured  for  tho  sit/. 
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of  the  WARE  MEMORIAL.  Subgrade  preparation  was  performed  for  the  asphalt 
paving  of  the  entrance  loop  in  front  of  Division  Headquarters.  In  the 
Commanding  General* a  Villa  area,  a  cook* a  building  was  constructed  and 
construction  is  currently  in  progress  for  a  protective  cover  over  tho  CG*s 
trailer.  A  latrjne-shover  faeility  for  the  VOQ-VIP  area  is  also  in  pro¬ 
gress  and  a  service  road  has  been  constructed  to  that  facility, 

(6)  E  Company  (Bridge)  provided  general  support  to  the  1st  Infantry 
Division.  River  search  and  destroy  operations  at  Cat  Lai  (XS969900), 

Power  Plant  at  Thu  Due  (XS926972),  and  PSB  Cheyenne  (XS001995),  in  sup¬ 
port  of  2/L8th  Infantry,  continued.  Seven  LTR  half-pontons  were  used 
to  ferry  infantry  AP  patrols  in  the  Bmall  rivers  and  streams  northeast  of 
Saigon  while  bridge  erection  boats  were  used  in  the  larger  waterways.  On 
15  July  1969,  the  boats  and  personnel  working  out  of  the  Power  Plant  and 
FSB  Cheyenne  moved  to  FSB  Seminole  (XS980962)  where  they  will  operate 
on  both  daylight  search  and  destroy  operations  and  night  ambushes.  1st 
Platoon  of  E  Company  waa  involved  in  a  variety  of  bridging  operations 
during  the  quarter.  The  first  was  the  repair  of  the  437  foot  bridge 
aoror3  the  Song  Be  River  at  (XI925441) .  In  order  to  assist  in  the  repair, 
a  137  foot  M4I6  float  bridge  was  constructed  to  pass  traffio  while  the 
permanent  bridge  was  closed.  The  platoon  returned  to  the  Sang  Be  River 
at  the  same  location  on  11  June  to  construct  a  float  bridge,  this  time 
to  pass  a  600  vehicle  AKVN  convoy  enroute-to  Song  Be. 

On  3  July,  the  Bailey  Bridge  at  Ben  Cat  (XT73S328)  collapsed  due  to 
an  excessive  load  of  two  M48  tanka,  E  Company  was  called  to  construct 
-  -i.  M4T6  float  bridge  to  pass  traffio  while  the  river  was  cleared  of  the 
^••i’apsed  bridge  in  preparation  for  the  construction  of  a  Bail  'ey  3Hd©e  ' 
v  i.  abutments  were  driven  ana  capped  for  tee  hew ‘bridge#  3be  fine! 
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brie  mission  of  the  quarter  took  place  at  I)au  Tisng  (XT433A69)  who*" 

JS  *;ijany  constructed  a  160  .foot  fully  reinforced-  Class  75  M4T6  float 
bridge  across  the  Saigon  River#  The  float;',  wore  airliftod  from  Dnu  Tieng 
to  tho  bridge  site  by  Chinook  and  tho  bridge  was  completed  in  o  record 
t.lv.i  of  nine  hours. 

('?)  During  this  quarter,  the  1st  Engineer  Battalion  Rome  Plow  sect¬ 
ion  cleared  ?,  .1.27  acres  of  Jungle  in  support  cf  the  1st  Infantry  Div:’  a  ion. 

,lv.3o  to  two  ambushes  on  Route  .13  north  of  Chon  Thanh,  the  Ron o  Plow 
»o*,fciov.  moved  to  Thunder  III  and  began  cutting  a  swath.  200  meters  wid9 
o;.:  oa.h  si.'-.e  of  the  road  from  Chen  Thanh  to  the  beginning  of  tho  Rubber 
Plant.  '  ..Ion  south  of  An  Loc.  This  operation  was  completed  on  13  June 
with  a  total  of  1,512  acres  cleared. 

I  Vs  mi  23  to  30  June,  the  Ro“ie  Plows  cleared  610  acres  along  Route  240 
froi>  Ren  Cat  to  FSB  Lorraine.  On  4  July,  the  Romo  Plows  moved  to  a  RON 
posj  ;.ion  in  the  vicinity  of  old  FSB  Huertgen  (XT693327)  and  cloared  1C:' 
aero.-!  tho  following  two  days  in  a  heavily  mined  area. 

On  14  July  the  Rome  Plow  section  moved  to  a  RON  location  north  of 
Tan  Uyen  (XT9S26)  and  began  a  900  aero  cut  of  donse  jungle.  This  oper¬ 
ation  terminated  on  13  July, 
b.  Intelligence  and  Counten-InteU.i.s-.oces 

(1)  Daily  '  ateUigence  Reports  .'“  om  the  1st  Infantry  Division  Head¬ 
quarters  and  3rd  Brigade  Headquarter  *s  are  processed,  by  the  Battalion  S-2 
f.nd  disseminated  to  suboJfi-l^tt  uhivs#  Daily  records  of  MSR  upgrading 
>:.l  n  Incidents  in  the  1st  Infantry  Division  IA0I  are  maintained, 
reports  of  mining  activi  y  are  forwarded  to  higher  hsadqmrb- 
'th  .•  analysis. 

,,  Caving  this  quarter,  4'.«  1st  Engineer  Battalion  T-'-nnel  Rat  T*  m 


participated  in  eight  (8)  tunnel  exploration  missions.  Working  with 
various  units  of  the  1st.  Infantry  division  and  the  11th  Armored  Cav- 
..  .arly  Regiment,  the  Tunnel  Rats  e::plored  more  than  fify  (50)  individ¬ 
ual  tunnels  and  bunkers.  Most  ox'  these  tunnels  and  bunkers  were  de¬ 
stroyed  using  CS  gas  or  demolitions. 

While  working  with  C  Troop,  1/4  Cav,  the  Tunnel  Rats  participated 
in  an  enemy  engagement  which  resulted  in  7  NVA  KIA  (BC)  and  2  NVA  WIA 
(PM) ,  While  operating  with  the  l/26th  Infantry,  an  estimated  five  VO 
were  killed  when  trapped  inside  a  tunnel  that  was  destroyed  by  demoli¬ 
tions.  While  operating  with  the  ABP's  of  the  1/4  Cav,  one  VC  was  kil¬ 
led  by  demolitions  detonated  under  a  trap  door. 

The  Tunnel  Rats  either  evacuated  or  destroyed  the  following* 

4  AK-47  rifles,  4  RPG-2  launchers,  25  RPG  rounds,  1000  AK-47  rounds, 

!J  mortar  rounds,  15  blasting  caps,  a  number  of  tools,  medical  supplies, 
cooking  gear,  webgear,  and  documents, 
c.  Administration* 

(1)  As  of  31  July  1969,  the  Battalion  Staff  was* 

Commanding  Qffioer  -  LTC  Rodney  E.  Cox 
Executive  Officer  -  MAJ  Lawrence  E.  Mullins 
Assistant  Division  Engineer  -  MAJ  Dennis  J.  York 
Base  Development  Officer  -  MAJ  Louis  E.  Stout 
S**l  -  CPT  John  W,  Nelson,  III  • 

S~2  -  CPT  Robert  0  Norton,  Jr 
S-3  -  MAJ  Albert  R.  Colon 
S-4  -  CPT  Owen  L,  Spanuaus 
GO  PPG  -  CPT  Robert  J«  Hando 
GO  A  Co  -  CPT  Jaokie  E,  Bippo? 


CO  B  Co  -  CPT  Robert  M. 

CO  C  Co  ">  CPT  Jon  1,.  £f  •  L 
CO  D  Co  -  CPT  Anson  P.  ?b:rp 
CO  E  Co  -  CPT  Janes  H„  Glook 
Command  Sergeant  Major  ••  C;SM  Herbert  E.  Nauman 
!J)  The  overall  Battalion  c-nlisted  strength  has  been  aho-re  9?$  TO E 
-  •  ized  level  throughout  tha  quarter.  The  officer  strength  has  Visa 
-1:  .'htly  above  authorized  level,  however,  all  officers  have  been  :Tcl.'  y 
.lized* 

(3)  Personnel  changes  within  the  quarter  were  243  departees  find  331 
replacements-.  There  continues  to  be  a  shortage  of  Engineer  Squad  leaders 
MQS*  12H40.  The  Battalion,  even  though  overstrength  in  officers,  has  a 
shortage  of  lieutenants. 

0 .  laoiflcationi 

r.xo  9. .7.1,7  Bo  Road  Opening  operation  was  the  most  significant  operation 
1 -0  '*  he  area  of  paoif ioation  in  which  the  1st  Engineer  Battalion  partici¬ 
pate  •«  Eighty-eight  kilometers  cf  road  were  upgraded  and  four  Bailey 
bridges  wore  constructed  by  tha  301st  AKVN  Engineer  Battalion.  9,243 
acres  of  jungle  were  cleared  from  200  meters  cn  each  side  of  the  roar:  by 
the-  three-  L.-,  A  Clearing  Companies  of  the  62nd  Engineer  Eattolion,  To 
moi’dinate  tho  joint  9ffort  by  U.S.  and  AKVN  engineer  forces  and  the  U.S  • 
I-  Cantry  security,  the  1st  Engineer  Battalion  established  an  Engineer 
C  Gordina ting  Center,  ^his  ECC  proved  extremely  effective  in  coordi-  -.ting 
and  consolidating  reports. 

Mi#  Cliwix  of  tho  road  opening  ’ms  the  movement  of  630  AKVN  vehicles 
iron  Phu.  Cuotig  to  Song  Bo,  During  this  novaa/nt,  tho  1st  Engines-.’  Bat* 
talion  was  responsible  for  sweeping  for  mines  and  booby  traps  frc/D  Bon 
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Cat  (XT741330)  to  the  Song  Be  Bridge  (XT925442)  and  from  Dong  Xoai 
(YTO78757)  to  the  intersection  of  RouteB  QI**14  and  Hk»311,  The  1st 
Engineer  Battalion  tank  seotion  assisted  in  seouring  the  mine  sweep  teams 
and  also  Thunder  ran  the  road  prior  to  the  convoy  passing.  Four  Ready 
Reaction  Task  Forces  were  positioned  so  that  damage  to  the  road  oould  he 
quickly  repaired  to  keep  the  convoys  moving.  At  Bunard  (IT253898) ,  A 
Company  had  a  buoket  loader,  dozer,  three  dun?)  trucks,  and  a  platoon 
minus.  At  Phuoc  Vinh  (XT962489),  C  Company  had  a  dozer,  AVLB,  two  dun?) 
trucks,  and  a  platoon  minus.  At  Lai  Khe,  D  Company  had  a  dozer  and  three 
dim?)  trucks  loaded  with  rock.  At  FSB  Jim  (XT882362),  B  Company  had  a 
bucket  loader  and  three  dump  truoks  loaded  with  laterlte.  If  any  of  tho 
Task  Forces  had  to  be  oommited,  rapid  repair  of  blown  culverts  and  craters 
could  have  been  accomplished. 

E  Coepaey  installed  9-float  M4I6  bridge  at  (XT925A42)  to  provide  a 
rapid  bypass  aorosa  the  Song  Be  Biver.  In  addition,  E  Company  had  two 
M4T6  dryspans  prepared  and  rigged  for  airlift, 
e.  Civic  Affairs i 

Four  dun?)  trucks  with  operators  from  Headquarters  Heavy  Equipment 
Section  assisted  the  794th  Regional  Force  Company  (ARVN)  in  the  upgrade 
of  Route  2A  north  of  Phu  Cuong  during  the  first  week  in  July.  A  total 
of  128  loads  of  laterlte  were  hauled  on  this  civle  action  program. 

The  Battalion  Chaplin  continued  his  support  of  the  Ben  Cat  Orphan¬ 
age  ty  weekly  visits  and  frequent  gifts  to  the  children. 

The  Battalion  Surgeon  continued  his  support  of  weekly  MEDGAP  program 
in  t.ie  villages  of  Xom  Xoai  and  Ben  Cat.  Instead  of  conducting  his  own 
MED C VP  in  Xom  Xoai,  the  surgeon  would  offer  advioe  and  the  Vietnamese 
;'..d  conduct  the  MEDGAP,  Jhis  dose  cooperation  not  only  provides  good 
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medical  care  to  the  Vietnamese  people,  but,  in  addition,  provides  valu- 
able  training  to  Vie  badmes's  nurses  participating  in  the  MEDCAP,. 
f.  Training 

li-aining  during  the  quarter  was  pri/iiarily  presented  at  Company  levels 
liar firing  was  conducted  twico  mo.it  lily  with  all  TCE  weapons,  shotguns, 
ar^  90r*r.  Recoilless  Rifles  being  Tirod* 

Special  emphasis  was  placed  r  .  training  of  newly  arrived  officers 
in  m.!ne  sweep  operations.  Each  now  officer  was  required  to  accompany  & 
typical  morning  mine  sweep  operation  shortly  after  arriving  in  the 
Battalion. 

2.  Nation  2,  ^^BaJaftg^^.vOBmnderri  ^amsIAau  > 

a.  lorsonnelt 

(l)  Observations  There  is  a  lack  of  intermediate  speed  radio  oper¬ 
ators  authorized  in  the  TCE  of  the  1st  Engineer  Eattalion  for  the  combat 
environment  in  Vietnam. 

Evaluation t  The  Battalion  Communications  Section  is  required  to 
maintain  radio  communication  in  the  tactical  operations  center  twenty-four 
hours  daily  and,  additionally,  has  forward  comma  elements  deployed  at  field 
locations* 

Recommendation 5  That  the  TCE  should  authorize  two  additional 
intermediate  speed  radio  operators  (MOS  -05B20) . 

b,  ■'Vo''-a-.'.-::.':-nst 

(1)  Observations  Engineer  operations  are  adversely  affected  by  the 
lack  of  aircraft  support  for  command  and  control  and  maintenance  parts 

resupply. 

Current  aircraft  allotment  to  the  lot  Er&vrecr 


Battalion  has  been  a  UH-3JD  holioopter  for  approximately  three  (3)  half 
day3  per  veek.  Due  to  the  faot  •shat  1st  Engineer  Battalion  elements  are 
located  at  a  majority  of  the  fire  support  bases  in  the  1st  Infantry  Div^- 
ision  T/i 01  and  the  line  companies  are  at  three  separate  locations,  it 
requires  two  full  days  of  aircraft  time  to  visit  all  the  job  sites.  The 
desirable  situation  would  be  for  the  Battalion  Commander,  his  staff,  or 
the  line  conjsany  commanders  to  visit  the  job  sites  daily.  In  addition, 
an  aircraft  is  required  to  fly  Rome  Plow  repair  parts  to  that  section’s 
field  location. 

Recommendation  t  That  the  1st  Engineer  Battalion  be  allocated  a 
UH-1D  helicopter  for  ten  (10)  hours  station  time  and  five  (5)  hours  blade 
time  per  day, 

(2)  Observation t  There  is  a  laok  of  airmobile  engineer  equipment  in 
the  1st  Engineer  Battalion  and  the  1st  Infantry  Division. 

Evaluation 1  Construction  of  fire  support  bases  and  night  defen¬ 
sive  positions  at  remote  locations  requires  airmobile  dozers  and  airmobile 
backhoes  for  clearing  of  the  fire  support  base,  pushing  up  the  defensive 
berr.j  drainage,  and  excavation  for  T0C*s  and  sumps.  Some  NDP’s  and  FSB’s 
are  inaccesalale  except  by  air  making  readily  available  airmobile  equip¬ 
ment  essential  to  accomplish  the  forementioned  engineer  work.  The  current 
plan  is  to  request  this  equipment  from  II  Field  Force  non-divislonal 
engineer  units,  however,  the  equipment  is  usually  not  available. 

Recommendation:  That  the  1st  Engineer  Battalion  be  issued  two  (2) 
airmobile  dozers  and  three  (3)  airmobil®  backhoes,  the  two  dozers  in  gen- 
■  /.a!  support  and  one  backhoe  to  each  line  company  in  support  of  each  Brl- 

.')  .Obaprffltj.Qa*  Below  ground  bunkers  are  impractical  during  the 
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relay  season. 

Evaluation:  Considerably  more  engineer  effort  is  expended  in  the 
waterproofing  of  underground  personnel  bunkers  than  above  ground  bunkers. 
Additionally,  underground  bunkers  frequently  will  fill  with  water  even 
after  considerable  engineer  attention  to  drainage  due  to  the  intense  con¬ 
siderable  rainfall, 

.Reqp^ngnegdaition ;  That  "..'’.1  future  personnel  bunkers  be  constructed 
abow  '.round.  Correspondingly,  the  height  of  the  convential  fighting  pos¬ 
ition  ..-hould  be  reduced  one  third  to  one  half  when  placed  above  ground  to 
maintain  a  low  silhouette.  Occupants  will  fight  from  the  kneeling  position. 

{4}  OpacEgntion*  Vertical  construction  at  fire  support  bases,  such 
as  latrinHO  and  showers,  frequently  is  being  destroyed  when  a  fire  support 
base-  closes. 

Numerous  latrines,  showers,  and  other  small  struct¬ 
ures  at  firs  support  bases  are  constructed  in  such  a  manner  that  they 
can  not  be  moved  when  the  fire  support  base  closes, 

Racoiranondatlon :  That  all  vertical  construction  at  fire  support 
bases  be  constructed  small  enough  and  light  enough  that  it  can  be  trans¬ 
ported  by  vehicle  or  helicopter,  or  if  this  i3  not  possible,  <  be  constructed 
suoi  a.  menu.. r  that  it  can  be  dismantled  and  the  construction  material 
.lalvar.odj 

(?)  Qbs_erva~ia.Qng  Frequently  mine  sweep  teams  have  been  required  to 
yertom  sweep  operations  in  the  early  evening  and  the  hours  of  darkness, 
Fuafoatj.onii  The  effectiveness  of  a  mine  sweep  team  is  greatly 
reduce^  during  the  hours  of  darkness.  The  vast  majority  of  minos  found 
are  detected  visually  and  thus  would  not  be  found  operating  with  flash¬ 
lights  or  artillery  illumination.  Additions] iy,  trip  wires  and  other 
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booty  traps  would'  be  difficult  to  detect. 

Recommendation!  That  t  ctioal  commanders  make  every  attempt  to 
accomplish  sweep  operations  during  daylight  if  the  tactical  situation  per¬ 
mits. 

(6)  Observation!  Mine  sweep  teams  operating  in  unpacified  areas  have 
discovered  mines  planted  on  or  near  the  road  after  the  mine  sweep  team 
and  security  have  completed  the  sweep  operation. 

Evaluation!  On  both  Routes  240  and  LTL-14  in  unpacified  areas, 
vehicles  have  detonated  mines  that  were  placed  on  the  road  after  the  sweep 
operation  has  been  consisted. 

Recommendation!  That  at  the  conclusion  of  a  mine  sweep  operation 
in  an  unpacified  area,  the  road  be  outposted  with  Infantry  security  while 
the  road  is  in  use. 

(7)  .Observation!  Infantry  Brigade  and  Battalion  Commanders  are  not 
allowing  time  for  proper  engineer  preparation  of  a  fire  support  base 
fore  Infantry  and  Artillery  units  move  into  the  position. 

Evaluation!  During  the  rainy  season  it  is  essential  that  roads 
and  drainage  be  constructed  in  a  new  fire  support  base  prior  to  occupancy, 
Gantigny  II  is  an  example  where  no  prior  engineer  work  was  performed  and 
the  became  such  a  mud  hole  that  it  was  untenable  and  had  to  be  closed 
if* only  a  week,  Normandy  III  is  an  example  where  considerable  engineer 
of- >rt  was  employed  prior  to  occupancy  and  a  livable  fire  support  bass  now 
exists, 

He commendation!  That  if  movement  into  a  new  fire  support  base  is 
required  during  the  rainy  season,  sufficient  time  for  construction  of  roads 
and  drainage  prior  to  occupancy  be  allowed. 


o.  Training  -  None 

d,  Intelligence: 

(1)  Observation:  Frequently  the  1st  Infantry  Division  Daily  Int¬ 
elligence  summary  reports  the  same  mine  incident  twice  at  different  loca¬ 
tions. 

Evaluation:  When  a  mine  is  detected  by  a  mine  sweep  team  it  is 
reported  through  the  1st  Engineer  Battalion  TOC,  The  security  element  of 
the  mine  sweep  operation  also  sends  in  a  mine  report,  but  through  his 
Battalion  headquarters.  Both  reports  eventually  reach  G-2  where  frequent¬ 
ly  G-2  will  think  that  two  different  mine  incidents  have  occurred  sinco 
they  received  slightly  different  coordinates. 

Recommendation :  That  nine  incident  reports  resulting  from  swoop 
operations  be  coordinated  through  the  1st  Engineer  Battalion  TOC, 

e.  Logistics: 

(l)  Observation:  Shortage  of  construction  materials  is  causing  con¬ 
siderable  delay  in  numerous  construction  projects. 

Evaluation:  There  exists  a  critical  shortage  of  1",  2",  and  4" 
lumber,  plywood,  plumbing  supplies,  concrete  aggregate,  and  washed  sand. 
Work  stoppages  have  occurred  in  most  of  the  basecamp  vertical  construction 
objects  due  to  lack  of  materials. 

Recommendation t  That  support  at  depot  level  and  above  maintain 
stocks ge  levels  in  accordance  with  existing  demands, 

U-)  Observation:  The  effectiveness  of  engineer  troops  performing 
landing  Rone  clearing  mission*  has  been  hampered  by  the  unreliability  of 
Remington  Chain  Saw, 

Fraiim-H  np  t  The  Remington  Chain  Saw  was  not  designed  to  handle 
the  heavy  work  load  enoountered  in  landing  zone  missions.  On  a  typical. 
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landing  zone  mission,  Remington  Chain  Saws  were  deadline!  eighty  (80) 
peroent  of  the  time. 

Recommendation*  That  the  Remington  Chain  Saw  be  replaced  with  a 
heavier  duty  chain  saw, 

(3)  Observation*  The  Chaplin  of  a  divisional  engineer  battalion  is 
not  authorized  a  radio  for  his-  ton  truck. 

Evaluation!  The  Chaplin  is  continuously  on  the  road  in  his  veh¬ 
icle  visiting  troops  at  fire  support  bases.  Frequently  there  is  an  urgent 
need  to  contact  the  Chaplin,  which  is  impossible  without  a  radio. 

Recommendation  t  That  the  Chaplin  in  a!  divisional  engineer  batta¬ 
lion  be  authorized  a  .radio  for  his  vehicle, 

FOR  THE  CCMM/iNDERx 
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